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HUMANITARIAN COMMUNITY IN PAKISTAN IS FACED WITH NEW CHALLENGES –  

SIX MONTHS INTO THE FLOODS 

 

 

(Islamabad/Geneva/New York: 27 January 2011) This week marks six months since the floods 
triggered an unprecedented humanitarian crisis in Pakistan, and the humanitarian community operating 
in the country is still faced with new challenges.  After having assisted millions of flood-affected 
people with emergency aid since August last year, the relief has now also to include early recovery 
support, and funding for these activities is urgently needed.  Out of the more than 450 projects in the 
Floods Relief and Early Recovery Response Plan, 252 are early recovery activities. “As these well-
designed projects are essential for the country to get back on its feet, we need more funding to put them 
into practice,” said the Special Envoy of the Secretary General for Assistance to Pakistan, Mr Rauf 
Engin Soysal.  The Early Recovery projects in the Flood Response Plan are currently funded at 39 
percent, and despite the fact that emergency relief is still required, the needs for rehabilitation activities 
are growing by the day.  
 
“Providing early recovery assistance in the current humanitarian environment is complex and requires 
a well-coordinated effort by the humanitarian community and the authorities at federal, provincial and 
district level,” Mr Soysal continued.  
 
When the floods first inundated Pakistan at the end of July 2010, the humanitarian community, the 
military and civilian authorities as well as private citizens sprung into action and were working around 
the clock to assist the people in need.  “Six months on, I am proud and honoured to be part of a 
commendable effort - led by the Government of Pakistan and supported by the international and 
national humanitarian community,” said the Humanitarian Coordinator, Timo Pakkala. Since the start 
of the emergency, almost 10 million people have received essential medicine cover, around seven 
million people are still receiving food rations on a monthly basis, more than 800,000 households have 
been provided with emergency shelter and around 3.5 million people have been given access to safe 
drinking water through rehabilitated water systems. 
 
For the long-term recovery of Pakistan, reviving agriculture, providing shelter and education facilities, 
employment opportunities, and continued medical assistance to prevent the outbreak of epidemics are 
only some of the forthcoming challenges.  
 
The agricultural sector of Pakistan is particularly in need of assistance as two million hectares of crops 
were lost in the floods and irrigation systems were severely damaged.  “We are helping farmers in 
recovering their land by providing them with seeds, fertilisers and tools to accelerate the rehabilitation 
process.  At the same time the humanitarian community will continue to provide food aid as long as it 
is needed,” Mr Soysal concluded. 
  
In September 2010, the United Nations launched the Floods Relief and Early Recovery Response Plan, 
which after a revision is requesting $1.96 billion. So far, 56.3 percent, or $1.1 billion, of the 
requirements have been received.   
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