
 
� Monthly Publication of the European Network for Central Africa ( EURAC ) ���� 

���� No. 50 –January 2009 ���� 

www.eurac-network.org 
 

    

����EDITORIAL   Obama: What changes can we expect?     

    

    

    ����CONTENTS 

 
 
 

or many people across the world, Barack Obama is the man of 
2008. The strength of his rallying powers, his skill as an orator and 
his promises of change brought him to be elected as the 44th 

president of the United States, and he will be sworn in to this role today. 
However his rallying reached far beyond his electoral base. Millions of 
citizens from the other continents feel drawn towards this man with African 
roots. In less than a year, Obama has become an icon, a kind of Bob Marley 

figure - even if he wears a tie instead of dreadlocks. He embodies the hopes 
of those who suffer and those who dream of a fairer world.  
Naturally, the changes that his presidency will bring remain to be seen. It 
happens at a time of global economic and financial crisis, which will 

undoubtedly limit his results. Obama’s presidency is also happening at a 
time when the balance of power is shifting between nations. The United 
States has dominated international politics for decades, in a bipolar world 
during the Cold War and the mono-polar climate afterwards. For the 
immediate future, countries that are undergoing rapid growth will become 
more powerful, and the shift of the global economic machine eastward will 
give more weight to its voice on the international stage.  
For those of us interested in developments in Central Africa, this realigning 

of international relationships causes us to question what the implications will 
be for the region. We are also waiting for change, but we are aware that 
many of the new president’s circle originate from Bill Clinton’s entourage 
(including Clinton’s wife in Foreign Affairs) whose term in power signalled 

a particularly disastrous period for the Great Lakes region. Not only did the 
region’s states break down, but the international community’s efforts to 
manage the consequences of this collapse also failed. Furthermore, it 
remains to be seen whether Obama will treat Central Africa from a regional 

perspective, rather than favouring the visions and actions of a single country, 
as his predecessors did.  
The true momentum of Obama’s election in relation to Central Africa could 
be in the fact that it could contribute to revitalise the multilateral 

approach. Pax Americana and the Bush doctrine made the planet more 
dangerous and less stable, but the new president seems to favour a 
diplomatic and multilateral route. In the multi-polar world which currently 
being forged, Europe is still an important force on international arena and it 

can maintain this position with clear and immediate action to protect the 
population and the peace process in the Congo, provided that it succeeds in 
finding internal coherence and a will to play a proactive role in its foreign 
policy. Yes we can. 
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Summary of events    December 2008 
 

� Great Lakes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

� ADB finances a road project to open 
up Burundi and Rwanda  

 
According to a dispatch by the African Press Organization 

(APO, Tunis, in 17/12/08), African Development Bank 
(AfDB) Group Board of Directors approved an African 
Development Fund (ADF) grant of 100 million US$ to 
Burundi and Rwanda, to finance the Mugina-Bujumbura-

Nyamitanga-Ruhwa- Ntendezi –Mwityazo- Gisenyi Road 
Project. Rwanda and Burundi, which are landlocked 
countries far from any sea ports, have experienced a long 
period of political instability, leading to the deterioration 
of their infrastructure and a cumulative decline in its 
maintenance. This situation constitutes a major handicap to 
regional integration and accessibility in the two countries. 
To overcome this, both governments prioritised the 

rehabilitation and improvement of major highways in their 
medium-term investment programmes (2008-2012 for 
Rwanda, and 2007-2010 for Burundi). As part of the 
development of their Transport Corridors, Burundi and 

Rwanda have defined a programme to facilitate transport 
on the corridor linking Burundi to Rwanda and Tanzania. 
It will be implemented in phases with parallel financing. 
The route is 497.5 km long. More specifically, the project 
aims at facilitating the movement of goods and persons 
along the Nyamitanga-Ruhwa-Ntendezi-Mwityazo road, 
and at improving the living conditions of the inhabitants of 
the project area. The project is expected to take 48 months 

(January 2009 to December 2012). 

 

� Challenges for Security Sector 
Reforms in Burundi and the DRC 

 
According to a study published on 17th December 2008 by 

the Research and Information on Peace Group (GRIP), 
Reform of the Security Sector (RSS) is currently one of the 
bases of bilateral and multilateral donors’ intervention in 
the post-conflict African countries. The analysis of 
strategical approaches, and interventions in Burundi and 
the DRC, shows a gap between proposed objectives and 
what is practiced on the ground. In Burundi, reform of the 
defence and security forces was one of major challenges of 

the Burundian conflict since 1993. The Arusha Peace 
Agreement, the reconciliation of 2000 and the ceasefire 
agreements signed afterwards promise important 
dispositions to be made towards this reform. Their 

implementation permitted, above all, ethnic imbalances 
between Hutu and Tutsi within the security forces to be 
overturned, without giving rise to confrontation and 

conflicts. However, in spite of significant advances, the 

process of reforming the security forces faces many 
challenges and various uncertainties. 

In the case of the DRC, the global and complete 
Agreement signed in December 2002, which put an 
end to the four year war in the DRC, identified RSS as 
one of the primary objectives of the political transition, 

along with the organisation of elections. The RSS was 
to allow the creation of new national army, unified by 
the merging and integration of ex-combatants who 
signed the global and complete peace agreement. 
However, reform of the army and police during the 
transition has not advanced as far as expected 

 

� Nine million displaced people in 
Central and Eastern Africa 

  
According to the latest report by UNDP on human 
development (06/01/09), the regions of Central and 
Eastern Africa currently have 9.1 million displaced 
persons. Nearly three-quarters of these displaced 

people are in the general area of the Horn of Africa, 
and particularly in Sudan and Somalia. The principal 
causes are linked to intra-state conflicts, as well as 
natural disasters, lack of resources, limited access land 

and to the ineffectual peace and reconciliation 
processes. As well as 9.1 million displaced persons, 
the region also has 1.8 million refugees, mainly in 
Chad, Tanzania and Kenya. Sudan has some 4.57 

million of displaced people; the DRC has 1.37 million, 
Somalia 1.3 million, Uganda 833,000, Kenya 389,000, 
Ethiopia 250,000, Chad 185,000, Central African 
Republic 108,000, Burundi 100,000 and the Republic 

of Congo 7,800. Moreover, Chad shelters 323,338 
refugees, Tanzania 316,000, Kenya 313,000, Sudan 
230,000, the DRC 155,000, Uganda 152,000, Ethiopia 
84,000, Cameroon 82,700, Rwanda 55,000, Burundi 
28,000, Djibouti 8,700, Central African Republic 
7,500, Eritrea 4,900 and Somalia 1,800. 

 

� Joint DRC, Uganda and South 
Sudan operation against the LRA 

 
According to a joint statement issued by the leaders of 
the intelligence services in Uganda, the DRC and 
South Sudan, on 14th December 2008 these three 
countries launched a joint military operation against 

the Ugandan Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebels in 
the Garamba forests, in northeast DRC, on the border 
with South-Sudan. The operation destroyed the main 
camp at Kony, and will continue until the threat posed 
by the LRA is completely eliminated. 
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���� DRC  
� Support and financing for the FDLR  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On 12th December 2008, the Group of Experts on the 

RDC, which was set up by the United Nations, delivered 
its final report to the Security Council. It provides 
evidence that the main source of financing for the FDLR 
comes from the illicit trade of natural resources, 
particularly cassiterite, gold, coltan and wolframite. The 
Group presented an appraisal of the mining operations and 
showed evidence linking these activities with some 
exporters based in Kivu, as well as foreign consumers at 
the head of the chain. The Experts think that the FDLR 

earns one million dollars a year from it. They think that 
action directed at the companies that are complicit in the 
systematic trade with the FDLR is an efficient means to 

stem financial tide. 
The Group of Experts also obtained evidence showing that 
FARDC collaborated with FDLR, notably in supplying 
military equipment and organising joint operations against 
the CNDP. Notably, the FDLR collaborated closely with 
FARDC during clashes with the CNDP in December 2007 
in the Masisi and Rutshuru territories, and continued to 
collaborate with them during the conflict that began on 28th 
August 2008. The Group of Experts notes that there  is 

widespread unity between FARDC and the FDLR, 
members each force meet at the market, drink alcohol 
together and visit each other at their command posts. The 

Group of Experts considers that this unity makes weapons 
exchanges easier and allows the FDLR to move freely 
across wide areas of Kivu. 

 

� CNDP: Making the “battle for 
leadership” official 

 
At the beginning of January, General Bosco Ntaganda, the 
military leader of the National Congress for the Defence of 

the People (CNDP), twice announced Laurent Nkunda’s 
dismissal from the head of rebel movement in Eastern 
Congo, accusing him of "mismanagement" and 
'«obstructing peace». Ntaganda’s spokesperson declared 

that «the CNDP’s leadership no longer accepts Nkunda as 

a leader». This information was quickly denied within the 
CNDP. Several high-level representatives refused to 
recognise Ntaganda as their new leader. They accuse him 
of " high treason " whilst not questioning his functions at 
the moment, they are calling him to reason and "dialogue". 
This battle for leadership did not bring with it armed 
clashes within the CNDP’s forces. Meanwhile, 

negotiations between the government and the CNDP are 
continuing and making little progress in Nairobi. The 
government, which refuses to allow the Congolese 
parliamentarians to participate in negotiations, at first 

accused the CNDP of sabotaging these negotiations. For 
his part, the Tanzanian mediator, former President of the 
Republic, Benjamin Mkapa, calls for a cessation of 

hostilities in advance of a summit of the Heads of State 
from the region, scheduled for 31st January 2009. Nkunda 
declared that he would not sign a cease-fire as long as the  
 

FARDC remain outside of the buffer zones. All eyes 
are focussed on the high level meeting on this conflict 

which will take place on 31st January in Addis Abeba, 
ahead of the AU’s summit. It will be co-organised by 

the AU and International Conference on the Region of 
the African Great Lakes (CIRGL). 
 

� Financial Crisis 
 
The current global financial crisis has very grave 
repercussions for the DRC’s economy. According to 

the Congolese Central Bank (BCC), the country 
recorded a negative growth rate of – 2.7 % between the 
end of June and the end of October 2008 and «if this 
trend continues in November and December, the DRC 

will technically be in recession». In June, the BCC had  
predicted growth of 10.8 % for 2008 but had to lower 
this estimate in October to 8.1%. This crisis has hit the 
mining sector particularly hard. Mining is a pillar of the 
Congolese economy, and has been considerably 
affected by a 60% drop in the price of ores and metals. 
In Katanga province, many companies have been 
weakened by the financial crisis due to their 

dependency on foreign capital, which is becoming 
increasingly rare, and have had to scale down or even 
stop production. The drop in the price of copper on the 
international market (from 9,000 dollars per ton to 

3,000 dollars), which would have been inconceivable 
last October, has had a catastrophic impact on the 
mining companies’ activities. According to MONUC, 
around 52 out of 56 mining companies scaled down 

their operations considerably and face possible closure 
which would put at least 300,000 people out of work. 
Given the severity of the situation, the Congolese 
Minister for Small and Medium-sized Enterprises and 
Trade (PMEA) announced the central government’s 
intention to lower taxes and other levies to avoid 
closures of SMEs. For the Head of the IMF’s African 
Department, «these last months, the DRC’s economy 

has suffered two major blows: the international 

financial crisis and the escalation of the conflict in the 

Eastern provinces of the country. Growth, in the DRC, 

is slowing down, but the country is not in recession». 
 

�Congolese population estimated 
 
On 7th January 2009, the Assistant Representative in 
the DRC for the United Nations Population Fund 

(UNFPA), Mr Ouedraogo Koudaogo, presented the 
report on «the state of the world population 2008». 
According to this report, the population of the DRC in 
2008 was estimated at 64.7 million inhabitants and it is 

estimated that i twill reach 186.6 million in 2050. The 
report states that the rate of demographic growth was 
3.2% between 2005 and 2010. The synthetic fertility 
index was 6.3. The infant mortality rate was 92 per 

1000 and the life expectancy was 45.3 years for men 
and  47.9 years for women.   
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�Burundi     �Rwanda 
 

� Palipehutu changes its name � Rwanda supports the CNDP 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 9th January 2009, Palipehutu-FNL, the 1st armed rebel 
movement in Burundi, and also the last to sign the 
ceasefire agreements, made a Statement in which it 

promised renounce its ethnically based name. The 
announcement was made before a council of diplomats and 
representatives from the Burundian government by the 
movement’s leader, Agathon Rwasa,. Most notably, the 

statement announces: “Having consulted our activists and 

after exchanging a range of opinions and considerations, 

given the pressing time factors and the great need for 

lasting peace to which all Burundians aspire, we agree to 

make a sacrifice and relinquish part of our identity by 

changing the name of our party. From now on, Palipehutu-

FNL will be known as ' FNL ': Forces for National 

Liberation”. Under the Burundian Constitution it is illegal 

for any political association to be ethnically, regionally or 
religiously based. Having long refused to accommodate 
this requirement, the last rebel movement ended up 
accepting the change of name in order to be registered as 

political party and position itself at the next election in 
2010. At the same time, the movement criticised the 33 
political posts that the government offered it, calling the 
posts "minor".  

 

� The Batwa become citizens like any 
other 

 
According to an article in Syfia Great Lakes, “in northern 
Burundi, Batwa (Pygmies), who have long been 

marginalised, are from this day forward considered to be 

fully Burundian by their fellow countrymen., with whom it 

is now possible to share a beer or to get married». Today, 
Batwa from throughout the region can mix with people 
from other ethnic groups without fear and without people 
complaining about it. Therefore, Hutus marry Batwa girls 
without any problems. They are no longer forbidden from 
going to bars and clubs and they can sometimes even drink 
from the same cup as others: traditionally a sign of 
equality and friendship in Burundi. Girls from other ethnic 
groups agree to marry Batwa boys. Indeed, 10 Batwa-Hutu 

couples can be found there. In Ngozi and surrounding 
areas, Hutu and Tutsi women attest to not longer being 
afraid to share a meal with the Batwa that they hire for 

manual labour. The Batwa are also gradually beginning to 
integrate into the education system: in one of the region’s 
primary schools, which has about 400 pupils, 80 children 
from this ethnic group are found. They trade in the same 

way as others and everybody buys their produce. 
The only remaining obstacle to their integration is poverty. 
Only their highest echelons can come close to the other 
ethnic groups. However, as most of them are poor, they 
live in small straw huts where they do not have anything to 
wash themselves or clean their clothes. Often destitute, 
they even find it difficult to feed themselves.   
 

The aforementioned Group of Experts believes that the 
CNDP received the majority of its weapons and 
ammunition during offensives against the FARDC, in 
December 2007 and October 2008. The Group found proof 

that the Rwandan authorities had been complicit in the 
recruitment of soldiers, notably child soldiers, facilitated 
the supply of military equipment and sent officers and 

units from the Rwandan Defence Force to the DRC to 
support the CNDP. Given the nature of this support, there 
are very few documents certifying that it happened. The 
Group based its conclusions on dozens of interviews with 
eye witnesses to this collaboration. Their accounts all 
agree and reliably demonstrate the Rwandan government’s 
participation. The Group was repeatedly informed that 
elements from the Rwandan army were amongst the ranks 
of the CNDP and that it had support from Rwandan units. 

According to information from MONUC, a battalion from 
the Rwandan army, positioned on the opposite side of 
border to Kibumba, made several targeted incursions into 

Congolese territory to attack FDLR positions close to the 
border. The Group has obtained evidence showing that the 
Rwandan army supported the CNDP during its recent 
offensive between 26th and 30th October 2008. Moreover, 
Rwanda also acted as back up to the CNDP in other ways. 
For example, the CNDP uses bank accounts in Rwanda for 
its finances and several of its leaders have houses in 
Rwanda. They have families there which they visit. The 
leaders of the CNDP use a series of consecutive MTN 

RWANDACELL cell phone numbers for a lot of their 
communications. Some of the lorries which supply CNDP 
with fuel and merchandise are registered in Rwanda. 

 

� The Netherlands and Sweden suspend 
aid 

 
Further to the Group of Experts’ report on the DRC, 
Sweden suspended some of its support to Rwanda. For 
Anders Jorle, spokesperson for the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, this decision was made “because of worrying 

information indicating that the Rwandan government is 

involved in recruiting soldiers and giving military 

equipment to the CNDP rebel movement”. He maintained 
that Sweden, whose financial support to Rwanda totals 
140 million Krona, would continue to provide 

humanitarian assistance and aid to support human rights. 
Swedish government’s decision follows that of the Dutch 
government which announced on 11th December 2008 that 
it was suspending its scheduled aid payment of 3 million 
Euros for 2008 to Rwanda’s budget, for the same reasons. 
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ADVOCACY ISSUES 

� EurAC’s General Assembly 
 
On 10th and 11th December 2008, the European network 

of NGOs for Central Africa (EurAc) held its second 
General Assembly (GA) of 2008 in Brussels. After a 
training session on aid effectiveness and a seminar on 
Rwanda on 10th December, EurAC’s members met for the 

GA the following day. Amongst other things, they 
welcomed, unanimously and with much applause, IKV-
Pax Christi Netherlands as a member and Candida Leal 
Pardo de la Federacion dos Committees de Solidaridad con 

Africa Negra, as a new administrator. The Secretariat is 
particularly pleased that it now has representation from 
southern Europe. 

 

� Christian Aid advocate a regional 
political solution 

 
Following the presentation of the “Group of Experts’ final 
report on the DRC” to the Security Council, the British 
NGO and EurAC member, Christian Aid proposed a 

regional political solution to end the war. Ms Judith 
Melby, Africa specialist at Christian Aid, stated that: “'We 

have a framework in the Goma Act of Engagement of 

January 2007 which was signed by more than 20 

Congolese armed groups, including Laurent Nkunda's 

force. This must now be implemented and rebel troops 

withdrawn to earlier positions so that displaced people 

can return to their homes”. For Christian Aid, it is clear 

that recent events have shown that progress can be made 
when there is concerted, high-level, robust diplomacy. 
Diplomatic efforts must also be complemented by effective 
international peacekeeping to protect civilians. Christian 

Aid is deeply concerned by the EU's inaction and is calling 
for the rapid deployment of a European force. Christian 
Aid highlights the important role that Great Britain must 
play, as one of the biggest aid donors to both Rwanda and 

the DRC. Ms Melby concludes: “The Rwandan 

government must now come under serious pressure from 

the international community to withdraw any support it 

has been providing to Nkunda’s CNDP” 

 

� Congolese bishops’ advocacy 
mission around the West 

 
Mgr Fridolin Ambongo, bishop of the Diocese of 
Bokungu-Ikela and president of the Episcopal Commission 

for Justice and Peace, and Mgr Fulgence Muteba, bishop 
of the Diocese of Kilwa-Kasengea and president of the 
Episcopal Commission for Social Communications 
performed a tour of the West for the National Episcopal 

Conference of Congo (CENCO).  
 

 

They went to the United States, Canada, Belgium, Great 
Britain and France. The purpose of their trip : a pastoral 
advocacy mission  for their country to echo the 
Congolese people’s cries for help to men of goodwill 
outside their country in general , and specifically to the 
political decision-makers in the countries visited. This 

trip concluded with a joint press conference with 
Oxfam-France, Secours Catholique and EurAc in Paris 
on 17th December 2008. During the conference, Mgr 
Fridolin Ambongo pleaded for deployment "of a 

Western peacekeeping force as soon as possible, with 

the mandate of reassuring the population and allowing 

displaced people to return to their land”. For his part, 
Michel Roy, director of international advocacy for 
Secours Catholique, declared that "the intervention of a 
European force is truly urgent because the Congolese 

population cannot wait for several months for the 

deployment of additional troops" as part of the UN 

Mission in the DRC (MONUC). Kris Berwouts, 
EurAC’s director, declared that ’"a European 

stabilisation force would serve to reassure the 

Congolese people, to protect the peace process and act 

as a real deterrent", since Monuc has “problems with its 

effectiveness and credibility", and notably suffers from 
“the population’s complete lack of confidence in it". For 
Nicolas Vercken from Oxfam France – Agir Ici, this 
European commitment would also be "a strong political 
signal to the populations and the belligerents". 

 

� Global Witness commends the 
Group of Experts on the DRC 

 
In a press release published on 15th December 2008, 
Global Witness commends the Group of Expert’s 
conclusions on the DRC, which corroborates the 
information that this NGO gathered in July and August 

2008. According to Patrick Alley, director of Global 
Witness, “this report represents an important milestone 

in the documentation of the mineral trade as an engine 

of conflict. Governments now have an obligation to 

ensure that this report will provoke concrete actions 

without delay.” Global Witness urged UN member 
states to take tough action against the buyers cited in the 
report as trading with armed groups. Patrick Alley adds: 

“the publication of this information is just the first step. 
Governments should hold to account the individuals and 
companies who are knowingly buying minerals 
produced by groups responsible for grave human rights 

abuses.”  
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� The CADTM calls on the DRC to 
suspend its debt repayments 

 
In the face of worldwide economic crisis, the Committee 

for the cancellation of Third World debt (CADTM) 
wants to highlight that the damage is very significant in 
the South. The drastic drop in the price of raw materials, 
which is linked to this economic crisis, directly affects 
the economy of Third World countries which were 
forced to specialise in certain export products by the 
IMF and World Bank in order to obtain currencies 
necessary for repaying their debt. The case of the 

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) is emblematic. Its 
foreign exchange reserves, gained by exporting (coltan, 
cassiterite, cobalt, copper...) have dropped from 201.7 
million dollars in November 2008 to about 50 million 

dollars today. According to the IMF, the DRC’s foreign 
exchange reserves are at risk of running out completely 
in six months. Since then, CADTM has called on the 
Congolese State to take urgent measures, such as the 
unilateral suspension of the debt repayment, to prioritise 
the fundamental human needs of the population. 
 

� � � � HRW plead against Alison Des 
Forges’ exclusion from Rwanda 

 
On 2nd December 2008, Ms Alison Des Forges, advisor 
on Africa to Human Rights Watch (HRW), was 
prohibited from entering  Rwandan territory. She arrived 

by plane from Brussels, at the invitation of the British 
Embassy, to participate in an international conference on 
legal aid for the poor people. The plane left again after  a 
delay. “We asked the Rwandan authorities why they had 

excluded this eminently respected human rights 

advocate, but received no official response. Unofficially, 

the only explanation we have been given is that they 

don’t like our criticism”, declared Kenneth Roth, 

Executive Director of HRW. And he added: “a nation 
like Rwanda, which has seen such deadly violations of 

human rights, should show the world that it welcomes 

review of its human rights record”. The Rwandan 

government first refused Dr Des Forges entry to Rwanda 
at a border crossing with Burundi on September 4, 2008. 
One of the probable reasons for the Rwandan 
government to refuse her access to the Rwandan 

territory include the publication of HRW’s damning 
report on justice in this country in June 2008. In 
addition, Ms Des Forges staunchly opposed the ICTR 
transferring defendants to Rwanda, claiming that this 

does not fulfil the necessary conditions for an impartial 
trial. More recently, in an official statement, HRW also 
made a request to the United Nations that crimes 
allegedly committed by members of the RPF during the 

war in 1994 tried before the ICTR. Before Alison Des 
Forges, several other researchers, historians and 
sociologists, like Filip Reyntjens, Claudine Vidal and 
André Guichaoua, were refused entry into Rwanda after 

the publication of works that were critical of the regime 

in place in Kigali. 

� Faces of rural poverty in Rwanda 
 
On 27th January 2009, Mrs An Ansoms, a researcher at 

the University of Antwerp, will present a doctoral thesis 
entitled «Faces of rural poverty in contemporary 

Rwanda: Linking livelihood profile and institutional 

processes». This study reflects on how dynamics of rural 
change relate to diversification and increasing 
polarisation in livelihoods of Rwandan farmers. The 
thesis contains five chapters, preceded by an 
introduction which analyses the evolution of growth, 

poverty and inequality in Rwanda after the genocide of 
1994, focusing on the policy makers’ perspectives with 
regard to rural development. The first chapter provides a 
critical review of Rwanda’s rural sector policies, which 

aim to modernize and professionalize the rural sector, 
and examines the risks this involves. The second 
clarifies the Rwandan government’s misplaced belief in 
the potential to socially engineer rural development. The 
third presents a quantitative analysis of rural livelihood 
profiles. The fourth focuses on land as a resource and the 
fifth returns to farmers’ perceptions on the potential 
impact of certain of the government’s specific policy 

measures. Overall, the thesis aims to illustrate how the 
current institutional processes cause rural change, which 
leads to increasing polarisation between rural classes and 
their expectations for their livelihood, and offers 

alternatives so that the economic growth of Rwanda 
truly benefits the poor.  
For more information, visit the following site: 
www.ua.ac.be / anansoms  

 

� Dr Denis Mukwege awarded the 
Olaf Palme Prize 

 
On 8th January 2009, the Olof Palme Prize 2008 was 
awarded to the Congolese gynaecologist, Dr Denis 
Mukwege, Founder and Head of the Panzi Hospital, 
which treats female victims of rape in Eastern DRC. For 

the Olof Palme Memorial Fund, which awards this prize, 
"his work is an extraordinary example of what courage, 

tenacity and enduring hope accomplish for human rights 
and dignity in times when these values seen the most 

distant. The Panzi hospital serves peace, understanding 
and solidarity". This award will be presented to him on 
30th January 2009. The Olof Palme Prize for human 
rights is awarded each year to recognise the people 

whose actions embody the spirit of the former Swedish 
Social Democrat Prime Minister, Olof Palme, who was 
assassinated on 28th February 1986. The award also 
consists of US$ 75,000. 

Dr Mukwege also received the “African of the Year” 
Prize awarded by the Nigerian newspaper “Nigerian 
Daily Trust paper” accompanied by $20,000. Dr 
Mukwege was delighted and hopes that this gesture will 

result in the situation for women in Eastern DRC being 
more widely known. 
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Documents on the Great Lakes region 
# December 2008 

 
This list represents a selection of key documents received by EURAC over the last month.  The list is 

by no means complete.  The content of the documents binds only their authors and does not reflect 

the opinion of EurAC or its members. All the documents now have a hyperlink and can thus be 

downloaded from the electronic version of this bulletin. The links take you to our website or 

to the website of the organisations which originally published them. If you face problems 

downloading them or if you would prefer a hard copy, we will be happy to forward any 

documents to you.  Please send any requests to secretariat@eurac-network.org 
 

 
   
  � Regional 

perspectives 
 
Restitution du Séminaire 
‘Fragilité des Etats et des 
Sociétés’ 
Coordination Sud, Paris, 
06/11/08, 27 p. 

 
Etat de la population mondiale 
2008 
UNFPA, New York, 01/01/09, 

108 p. 
 
Grands Lacs : Les violences 
sexuelles 

RCN-Justice et Démocratie 
Bruxelles, 01/09/08, 36 p. 
 
Droit et coutumes au Burundi, 

RDC, Rwanda et Soudan  
RCN-Justice et Démocratie 
Bruxelles, 01/12/08, 36 p. 
 

La liberté de la presse en Afrique 
centrale : Rapport 2008 
JED, Kinshasa, 23/12/08, 92 p. 
 

Les enjeux de la Réforme du 
Secteur de Sécurité en Afrique : le 
cas du Burundi et de la RDC 
GRIP, Bruxelles, 17/12/08, 10 p. 
 
Symposium international sur 
l’Afrique centrale 
Imbuto, Marburg, 18/08/08,  

200 p. Ask to the secretariat 
 

� DRC: UN 
 
Final Report of the Group of 

Experts on the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo 
Security Council, New York 
12/12/08, 127 p. 

 

Fourth special report of the Secretary-
General on the MONUC 
Ban Ki-moon, New York, 21/11/08,  

23 p. 
 
Rapport national sur le développement 
humain en RDC 

PNUD, Kinshasa, 17/12/08, 180 p. 
 
Resolution 1856 (2008) to extend the 
mandate of MONUC 

Security Council, New York, 22/12/08, 
9 p. 
 

�DRC: War in Kivu 
 

Des ONG réclament le déploiement 
rapide d’une force de l’UE en RDC 
AFP, Paris, 17/12/08, 2 p. 
 
Les financiers du rebelle Nkunda 
Gérald Papy, Bruxelles, 15/12/08, 2 p. 
 
Dissidence dans la rébellion 

congolaise: une équation aux multiples 
inconnues 
Faso Zine, Burkina Faso, 08/01/09,  
2 p. 

 
Nkunda prêche la Bible dans une main, 
une kalachnikov dans l’autre 
Le Monde, 11/12/08, 3 p. 

 
Les grises mines 
Libération, Paris, 09/12/08, 4 p. 
 

UN Report’s Conclusive Evidence 
Increases Pressure to Act Decisively in 
Kivus 
Christian Aid, London, 16/12/08, 2 p. 

 

�DRC: Human 
Rights 

 
World Report 2009 : DRC 
HRW, New York, 15/01/09, 4 p. 

 
Killings in Kiwanja : The UN’s 
Inability to protect Civilians 
HRW, New York, 11/12/08, 34 p. 

 
Mémorandum des organisations 
des droits de l’Homme du Sud-
Kivu au Gouverneur du Sud-Kivu 

à l’occasion de la Journée 
mondiale des Droits de l’Homme  
RADOSKI, Bukavu, 10/12/08,  
5 p. 

 
Note sur la situation des 
défenseurs des Droits de 
l’Homme en RDC 
FIDH, Paris, 24/12/08, 11 p. 
 
Point de la situation de la 
population dans le Territoire de 

Dungu : Cas des incursions de la 
LRA 
Abbé André Walla, Dungu, 
05/01/09, 5 p. 

 
Périodique des Droits de 
l’Homme : N° Spécial 
ASADHO, 31/12/08, 22 p. 
 
Rapport des violations des droits 
humains en 2008 
SOVIP, Kinshasa, 30/12/08, 21 p. 

Ask to the secretariat 
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Les femmes de la RDC protestent 
contre les violences à l’Est du pays 

Daniel Nzuzi, Kinshasa, 18/12/08, 
3 p. 
 
Il faut protéger les enfants contre le 

viol et le recrutement 
HRW, New York, 16/12/08, 5 p. 
 

� DRC: Economy 
 

La RD Congo doit suspendre 
immédiatement le remboursement 
de la dette 
CADTM, Paris, 12/01/09, 2 p. 

 

� DRC: Churches 
 
Mission pastorale de plaidoyer 
auprès de l’Occident 
DIA, Kinshasa, 22/12/08, 2 p. 
 

� DRC: Natural 
Resources 

 
Mapping Conflict Motives : 
Katanga Update May-September 

2008 
IPIS, Antwerp, 06/01/09, 14 p. 
 
UN Security Council Resolutions 

addressing natural resource trade in 
Eastern Congo 
Global Witness, London, 07/01/09, 
2 p. 
 
Magazine Ressources Naturelles  
N° 2 
RRN/RDC, Kinshasa, 31/12/08,  

32 p. 
 
Act on Group of experts’ findings 
on mineral trade funding on 

Congolese armed Groups  
Global Witness, London, 15/12/08, 
2 p. 

 

�Burundi: UN 
 
Resolution 1858 (2008)extending 

the mandate of BINUB 
Security Council, New York, 
22/12/08, 4 p. 
 

Fourth report of the Secretary-
General on the BINUB 
Ban Ki-moon, New York, 28/11/08, 
18 p. 

 

 

�Burundi: Human 
Rights 

 
Rapport sur les Droits de l’Homme 
en novembre 2008 
BINUB, Bujumbura, 14/12/08,  
13 p. 
 
World Report 2009 : Burundi 

HRW, New York, 15/01/09, 4 p. 
 

�Burundi: Economy 
 
Le Burundi fait face à une crise 

énergétique sans précedent 
Pana, Bujumbura, 14/01/09, 2 p. 
 

�Burundi: 
Humanitarian 
Situation 

 
Des milliers de Burundais fuient la 

famine dans le Nord du pays 
IRIN, Bujumbura, 15/01/09, 2 p. 

 

�Burundi: Politics 
 
Name change to help legalize rebel 

party Agathon Rwasa, Bujumbura, 
09/01/09, 3 p. 
 
Les élections de 2010 au Burundi : 
Incertitudes et espérances 
Frantz Buntu, Bujumbura, 14/12/08, 
5 p. 
 

�Burundi: Refugees 
 
Le HCR renforce ses opérations au 
Burundi Pana, Nairobi, 16/12/08, 
2 p. 
 

�Burundi: Civil 
Society 

 
Rapport d’observation sur la 
gouvernance en 2008 

OAG, Bujumbura, 05/01/09, 3 p. 
 

�Rwanda : 
Cooperation 

 

La Hollande suspend son aide au 
Rwanda 
Digital Congo, Kinshasa, 16/12/08,  
1 p. 
 

La Suède suspend son aide 
budgétaire au Rwanda 
Nouvel Observateur, Paris, 

23/12/08, 2 p. 

 

Britain should cease its one sided 
support of Rwanda 
Richard Dowden, London, 15/12/08, 
2 p. 
 

�Rwanda: Human 
Rights 

 
End Bar on Human Rights Watch 

Staff Member 
HRW, New York, 23/12/08, 3 p. 
 
World Report 2009 : Rwanda 

HRW, New York, 15/01/09, 4 p. 
 

�Rwanda: Teaching 
 
La rentrée scolaire 2009 suscite des 

interrogations sur les changements 
dans le nouveau système 
d’enseignement 
LDGL, Kigali, 14/01/09, 1 p. 

 

�Rwanda: Genocide 
 
17 Under Investigations for Alleged 
Embezzlement of Genocide Survivors’ 

Funds 
FH, Arusha, 08/01/09, 2 p. 
 
A Rwandan ‘Survivor’ sentenced to 17 

Yeras for Genocide 
FH, Kigali, 24/11/08, 1 p. 
 
More than one Third of Rwanda 

genocide survivors are impoverished 
FH, Kigali, 13/01/09, 1 p. 
 

�Rwanda: Politics 
 

Exiled opposition forms coalition 
Grands Lacs Hebdo, Kigali, 07/12/08, 
1 p. 
 

�Rwanda: ICTR 
 

The Difficulties of the Prosecutor in 
prooving the agreement in order to 
commit genocide 
FH, Arusha, 24/12/08, 1 p. 
 
Rwanda Tribunal Should Pursue 
Justice for RPF Crimes 
HRW, New York, 11/12/08, 2 p. 
 

�Rwanda: Civil Society 
 
Government to crack down NGOs 
Eugene Mutara, The New Times, 

Kigali, 09/12/08, 2 p. 

 


