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Severe food security crises continue in 
eastern Ethiopia and Eritrea 

Figure 1: Food Security Conditions in GHA Countries 
Source: USGS/FEWS NET 
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Ethiopia: Food insecurity continues in various parts of the country, 
but is most severe in eastern Ethiopia, and was caused by poor crop 
production during 2002 and extensive chronic poverty.  The most 
affected areas are the northeastern and eastern highlands of Tigray, 
Amhara and Harari zones, the pastoral lowlands of Afar and the 
northern part of Somali Region and Gambella Region in the west (see 
figure 1).  According to the Disaster Prevention and Preparedness 
Commission (DPPC), the nutritional surveys conducted between 
January and March 2003 show Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rates 
to range between 10 and 20 percent in these areas. 
 
A recent multi-agency team led by DPPC assessed the adequacy of the 
current response and advised on continuing food aid needs.  While 
recognizing the impact of the massive relief operation in protecting lives 
and livelihoods in many areas, out-migration and malnutrition is still 
evident.  Consequently, the assessment team recommends an increase of 
beneficiaries, with estimated numbers to peak at 12.6 million during May 
and June.  Assuming a normal harvest in 2003 from the anticipated good 
rainfall, beneficiary numbers are expected to decrease sharply in July 
following the March-May (belg) season harvest and again in October 
following the main June-September (meher) harvest.  The anticipated 
caseload will need further revision when crop production estimates are 
available.   
 
Current favorable rains are encouraging a slow process of recovery in 
the pastoral Afar Region.  However, localized heavy flooding in May in 
Somali, Oromya and SNNP Regions displaced about 104,000 people and 
destroyed property, consequently stretching the need for disaster and 
humanitarian responses. 
 
WFP estimates that 76 percent of the general food and 70 percent of the 
supplementary food requirements for 2003 have so far been pledged.  A 
cereal availability study, conducted jointly by the EU, CIDA, WFP and 
FEWS NET estimates that 160,000 MT of cereals are still available for 
local purchase in the surplus producing regions of western Ethiopia.   
 
Eritrea: Serious and widespread food insecurity persists in Eritrea.  
The causes include the 2002 drought, poverty and the lingering effects of 
economic dislocation caused by the war with Ethiopia.  Data compiled 
by UNICEF indicates the GAM rate for children under five is nearly 20 
percent in many zobas, with a Severe Malnutrition Rate of approximately 
2 percent.   
 
The GSE estimates 1.4 million of the 2.3 million food insecure people as 
drought-affected; and 900,000 food insecure due to other causes.  Of the 
1.4 million drought-affected, WFP is prioritizing deliveries to 900,000 
people and an additional 580,000 people who are primarily “war 
affected”.  Beneficiary numbers are expected to drop in November 2003, 
on the assumption of a good harvest from the main July-September 
(krempt) season. 

An immediate increase in deliveries of relief food is required.  While 
significant food aid pledges have occurred, the rate of food deliveries to 
Eritrea has been very slow.  Expediting deliveries between now and late 
October, the main hunger period, is critical.  Other priorities are further 
pledges of supplementary foods, oils and pulses, water system 
rehabilitation and seed distributions.   
 
The 2003 production season has commenced in some highland areas with 
the planting of long-cycle crops.  While the start of the spring March-May 
(azmera) rains has been patchy, the rains improved in May, subsequently 
uplifting the food security of pastoralists in the Northern and Southern 
Red Sea Zobas from “emergency” to “warning”.  It is too early to draw 
conclusions for the 2003 harvest. 

 
 

A new look for the GHA Food Security Bulletin 
 

In response to the feedback provided from the readership survey 
conducted in April, we have redesigned the GHA Bulletin.  The 
regional overview section has been expanded, while the total 
length of the report has been reduced.  Expect further innovations 
in the coming months.  Comments on the new format are 
welcome. 
 

The bulletin draws from the FEWS NET regular monthly reports, 
with additional contributions from network partners whose names 
and logos appear at the bottom of this page.  Please consult 
http://www.fews.net for in-depth analysis of the GHA countries 
where FEWS NET has a national representative: Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Rwanda, Somalia, Southern Sudan, Tanzania and 
Uganda.
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Persistent civil strife imperils food security in Burundi 
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Burundi: Expanded and intensified civil strife has displaced another 
80,000 people in April to the over one million people already severely 
affected and or displaced.  The strife has impeded agricultural 
cultivation, escalated looting of household food stocks and limited 
access of humanitarian interventions to vulnerable populations.  
Increased ambushes on roads have limited trade and access to markets 
and employment 

opportunities.  Fighting in the east of the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) has increased the influx of refugees into western Burundi.  
Unfavorable production prospects, due to below-normal rainfall during 
the February-June cropping season, will further intensify the food 
security crisis. 

Civil Strife also compromising food security in Uganda 
Uganda: Food security in Gulu, Kitgum and Pader Districts—
northern Uganda—continues to deteriorate with rebels intensifying 
attacks causing loss of life and property.  Close to 800,000 people are 
displaced in these three districts, as well as Lira District to the south of 
Pader District. 

The bulk of IDPs get their food needs from the ongoing World Food 
Programme relief and recovery programs, supplemented with limited 
harvests from last year’s second season.  Only a few IDPs are able to 
access land to cultivate. 

Elsewhere, localized and severe floods affect livelihoods 
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Kenya: Excessive rainfall between mid April and mid May resulted in 
flooding in western Kenya, around Lake Victoria, eastern Kenya (where 
the Tana River broke its banks) and in the northwestern pastoral districts 
of Turkana and West Pokot.  The latest reports indicate that the flooding 
has receded but its impact on food security has been immense.   
 
The impacts of the flooding included the displacement of people, 
destruction of houses, fields and infrastructure and increased water-
related diseases like malaria, cholera and diarrhea (due to deteriorating 
hygiene conditions).  During the first two weeks of May, more than 
36,000 persons were reportedly displaced, and over 10,000 hectares of 
crops destroyed in western Kenya (see the Kenya Food Security Update, May 
8, 2003).  In the same period, the GoK estimated the immediate 
response requirement at over US$1.4 million, against which substantial 
donation have already been received.  The government distributed over 
1,200 MT of food aid to the flood victims and released KSH 1.5 million 
(US$ 22,000) for emergency interventions in the affected areas.  
Monitoring of floods and impact on food security is ongoing. 
 
 

Somalia: Localized, but destructive flooding, occurred in May over the 
Shabelle and, to a lesser extent, in the Juba River basins.  CARE reported 
that floods destroyed household supplies of grain stored in traditional 
underground pits, damaged several hundred hectares of agricultural land 
and made roads impassable.  Contingency planning measures include 
frequent monitoring and issuing alerts on possible flooding and rising 
river levels. 
 
Southern Sudan: Heavy rains in northern Kenya have washed away 
the road leading to Lokichoggio, the major delivery channel for relief into 
southern Sudan.  The shipment and delivery of food aid has been 
disrupted.  This will negatively impact on the already tenuous food 
security conditions of about 600,000 people that are now accessible.  The 
pipeline is low and delays in delivery beyond May could cause it to break 
in June, particularly for deliveries by the NGOs, Catholic Relief Services 
(CRS) and Norwegian Peoples Aid (NPA). 
 
Djibouti: Water flows from the heavy rains over the Ethiopian 
mountains and in the country caused floods in parts of Djibouti City, 
affecting about 10,000 people.  The affected population is exposed to 
risks of epidemics. 

 

Forage conditions in pastoralists area still concerning… 
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Despite heavy rainfall over most parts of GHA from mid April, the 
impact of cumulative below-normal rainfall during the first quarter of 
the year on pasture is still evident.  According to the Livestock Early 
Warning System (LEWS) forage map in Figure 2, poor forage 
conditions are showing over the key pastoral areas of eastern Ethiopia, 
southeastern Kenya and northern, central and southern Tanzania.  The 
LEWS products do not cover Burundi, Rwanda, Somalia and Sudan.   
 
Although prospects for recovery in pastoral communities in 
northeastern and northwestern Kenya are favorable, because of the 
ongoing rains, about half a million pastoralists may require food aid 
before their food security stabilizes.  Pastoralists in these communities 
had experienced poor rainfall seasons in the previous two consecutive 
years and had been on food aid.  WFP has developed an intervention 
strategy, which ensures a minimum diet and a reduction in high 
malnutrition rates.   
 
Pasture conditions are likely to deteriorate rapidly in central and 
southern Tanzania because of below normal and early cessation of 
seasonal rains.  Close monitoring of livestock conditions is required. 

 

Figure 2: Forage Conditions for May 11-20, 2003 showing Percent 
Deviation from the Long-term Mean  

 
Source: LEWS / GL CRSP
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Mixed performance of the March-May seasonal rainfall over GHA could cause 
agricultural production losses in some countries… 

The performance of the March-May rainfall across the GHA is mixed, 
with “no start” and poorer-than-normal rainfall concentrated in 
northeastern Tanzania and southeastern Kenya (Figure 3).   
 
 Flooding in parts of western Kenya was a result of abnormally 

heavy rainfall over the surrounding highlands. 
 Good rainfall performance during the belg season in the Afar 

region of Ethiopia has improved pasture and water for livestock.   
 The current rains are near normal over parts of southern Sudan 

despite a slow start, but the performance is poor in Western 
Equatorial Region.   

 Below-average cumulative rainfall is evident across a large part of 
coastal and northern Tanzania and contiguous areas of 
southeastern and coastal areas of Kenya.  Harvest in these areas 
will depend on an extension of the rains beyond their normal 
conclusion in May. 

 Other areas experiencing below average crop conditions at this 
point in the season include parts of southern and northern 
Somalia.  Sporadic rainfall and flooding has reduced crop 
production prospects in localized areas and significant crop losses 
could occur. 

 The shortage of rainfall in the southern part of central Rwanda 
(Bugesera Region) has resulted in near failure of the February- 
June season crop production (see Figure 1).  Existing gaps in the 
WFP pipeline and donor pledges could make assistance to this 
region difficult after August 2003. 

 

 

Other issues of food security concern… 
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Tanzania: The recent directive by the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Food Security (MAFS) to uproot all cassava plants and 
restricting movements of cassava in four regions of 
northwestern Tanzania could cause transitory food insecurity to 
4.3 million people in these areas.  The areas are all districts in 
Kagera Region, Kibondo District (Kigoma Region), Geita, 
Sengerema and Ukerewe Districts (Mwanza Region) and 
Bukombe District (Shinyanga Region).  Cassava constitutes 30-
80 percent of staple food in these areas.  The ban was in a bid to 
control and prevent the spread of the Uganda Variant virus – 
Cassava Mosaic Disease (CMD), first spotted in the country in 
1998.  Farmers have been directed to re-plant with resistant 
varieties.  It could take a minimum of six months before 
harvests from the newly planted 

cassava are realized.  Close monitoring of the food security 
conditions is required. 
 
The severity of the quelea birds’ outbreak in Dodoma, Manyara, 
Mbeya, Morogoro and Singida Regions could exacerbate the crop 
damage caused by the January-March prolonged dry spell.  The 
Desert Locust Control Organization (DLCO) is taking necessary 
control measures.   
 
Kenya: Small-scattered populations of quelea birds were reported 
attacking 600 acres of irrigated rice in Tana River District.  DLCO 
is monitoring the condition.  The outbreak of armyworm on young 
maize in Nandi District in February was effectively controlled.   

 

Figure 3: Conditions of maize crop performance based on 
WRSI for May 11-20, 2003 

 
Source: USGS/EROS Data Center 
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Climate outlook 
 

Short-term weather outlook for June 2003 
 
The climate outlook for June 2003 provided by the Drought Monitoring Center-
Nairobi (DMC-N), indicates that near to above normal rainfall is likely over 
much of Uganda, southern Sudan, western and northern Ethiopia, central 
Eritrea, western Djibouti, southern coast of Somalia, coastal, western and 
northwestern Kenya, as well as northern coast of Tanzania (Figure 4).  The 
anticipated rains should improve crop and pasture conditions, thus boost 
recovery prospects from food insecurity to some of the drought-affected 
pastoral and agropastoral communities these areas.   
 
However, the anticipated moderate to heavy rains means that the flood-affected 
areas will remain wet, and the potential remains for continued or even extended 
floods particularly over the coastal areas of Kenya and Somalia and western 
Kenya. 
 

 
Long-term weather outlook June-August 2003 
 
According to the International Research Institute (IRI), the climate 
outlook for the period of June-August 2003, indicates an enhanced 
likelihood of above-normal rainfall over southwestern and southern 
Ethiopia, western and northwestern Kenya, northern Somalia, 
southeastern Sudan and eastern Uganda (Figure 5).  Climatology should 
apply to the remaining sectors of GHA. 

 

The expected rains will improve crop production, pasture 
conditions and replenish water resources.  However, extended 
rainfall could increase incidences of diseases such as malaria. 
 
This climate advisory is based on the gradual decline of the El 
Niño event to near-neutral conditions of Sea Surface 
Temperatures (SST) over the central and eastern equatorial Pacific 
Ocean.  The current SST conditions as compared to the past La 
Niña events are shown in Figure 6.  For more details, visit the IRI 
website: http://iri.columbia.edu/climate/forecast/net_asmt/. 
 
Figure 6: Current Conditions Compared to Past La Niña  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: International Research Institute (IRI) 

 
 

 

Figure 5: Climate 
outlook for June-
July-August, 2003 

Source: International Research Institute (IRI) 

 

Figure 4: One-month Climate outlook: 
Valid up to end of June 2003 

 
Source: Drought Monitoring Centre- Nairobi 
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Contacts 
 

Vedasto Rutachokozibwa / Nick Maunder 
Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) 
E-mail: ruta@fews.net / nmaunder@fews.net 
 
Gideon Galu / Hussein Gadain 
United States Geological Survey (USGS/FEWS NET) 
E-mail: ggalu@fews.net / hgadain@fews.net  
 
Dr.  Wilbur Ottichilo 
Regional Center for Mapping of Resources for Development (RCMRD) 
E-mail: rcmrd@rcmrd.org 
 

Prof.  Jerry Stuth 
Livestock Early Warning Systems (LEWS/GLCRSP) 
E-mail: jwstuth@cnrit.tamu.edu  

 

Mehari Tesfayohannes 
Desert Locust Control Organization , Nairobi 
Email: delco@insightkenya.com  
 
Prof.  Laban Ogallo 
Drought Monitoring Centre – Nairobi (DMC-N) 
E-mail: dmcnrb@lion.meteo.go.ke 
 
Zachary Atheru 
Drought Monitoring Centre – Nairobi (DMC-N) 
E-mail: dmcnrb@lion.meteo.go.ke 
 
Robin Wheeler  
World Food Programme (WFP), Kampala 
E-mail: Robin.Wheeler@wfp.org  

For feedback contact: E-mail: ghabulletin@fews.net 
 
 


