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This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional 
Office through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note does not intend to be an analytical tool, but a 
summary paper of key facts and actions reported by sources. Activities carried in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. 
Please check with sources for further information. For input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org  
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FLOODS 
COLOMBIA: The overflowing of the Magdalena River 
broke the retaining wall in the town of Plato (580 
kilometres North of Bogota) and affected about 
20,000 people (4,000 families). Power systems and 
drinking water have been restricted in several areas 
of the municipality.  According to the Institute of 
Hydrology, Meteorology and Environmental Studies 
(IDEAM), it is the highest overflow in the past 38 
years. (1) 

 
Overflowing of the River Magdalena affected 4,000 
families. Source: El Tiempo 

 

On December 12, the department of Choco was 
declared a State of Ecological Emergency following 
the flooding caused by the overflowing of the San 
Juan River. (2) 

The second rainy season, which began in mid-
September, has left 59 dead, 18 people missing, 91 

injured and nearly 1 million people affected. Some 
2,020 houses have been destroyed and 78,203 are 
damaged. (1) 

Source: El Nuevo Diario (1), Caracol (2) 

 
HONDURAS: Flood - Intense rainfall due to a Cold 
Front caused widespread flooding in the city of La 
Ceiba in the Department of Atlántida. No deaths 
were reported; 250 people were evacuated and 6 
houses destroyed.  On December 12, the 
Government issued a RED Alert for La Ceiba. The 
National Emergency Operations Center coordinated 
search, rescue & evacuation operations with the Fire 
Department, National Armed Forces, the Honduran 
Red Cross, National Civil Police and the Emergency 
Committee (CODEM). 

Source: PAHO  

 
BRASIL: Floods – Since November 21, heavy rainfall 
in the State of Santa Catarina in South Brazil has 
caused flooding and affected close to 60 cities and 
than 1.5 million people.  

On December 14, the death toll rose to 128.  

Source: Ansa Latina 

  

PANAMA: Flood – November floods have damaged 

 
HIGHLIGHTS: 
 
 COLOMBIA: The overflowing of the Magdalena River has left more than 20,000 people homeless in Colombia’s 

Northern Province of Magdalena. 
 HONDURAS:  Heavy rains triggered flooding in La Ceiba; 250 people were evacuated.  
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more than 138 hectares with 6,124 quintals of crops 
in Cerro Punta, Chiriqui. Crop losses are estimated 
at US$ 333,499. Most affected crops include potato, 
lettuce, onion, celery. (1) 

On December 11th, the UNDAC Team presented its 
mission report and recommendations to the UNETE 
and the Resident Coordinator. The team also held a 
meeting with SINAPROC and other regional 
partners.  
On December 10th, AECID allocated 45,000 Euros 
(USD 59,547.88) to support PAHO relief programs in 
for the regions affected by floods. (2) 

Source: La Prensa (1), UNDAC (2) 

 
COLD FRONT 
GUATEMALA: Since the beginning of the cold 
Season, 3 people have died and 2,241 people have 
sought shelter in on of the 21 shelters throughout 
the country. Temperatures have reached 10 Celsius 
degrees.  

Source: Prensa Latina 

 
Local authorities work to house the homeless.  
Source: Prensa Libre 

 

MEXICO: Low temperatures have killed 3 people in 
the State of Durango, bringing the total number of 
deaths from cold weather to 5 in the country. The 
National Weather Service has reported temperatures 
as low as 12 degrees (Celsius) below zero in the 
States of Durango and Chihuahua.  

The Meteorology department reported that the entry 
of cold front number 17 could lower temperatures 
even further.  

Source: Prensa Latina 

 

DROUGHT 
PARAGUAY: On December 12, the European Union 
(EU) donated 1,4 million Euros  to strengthen  the 
drought mitigation  campaign in the Chaco region 
(Western region of the country, bordering Argentina, 
Brazil and Bolivia), which has been declared a State 
of Emergency since September 8. This donation will 
be administrated through the National Red Cross 
and Save the Children.  

Source: EFE via soitu.es 

 

ACTIVITIES IN THE 
REGION 
CENTRAL AMERICA: Panorama de Tendencias, a 
publication from the REDLAC group, developed 
under OCHA-ROLAC, was launched the week of 
December 10th in Guatemala, Honduras and 
Nicaragua. The book describes and analyzes the 
steps taken during and after Hurricane Mitch, 
showing what has been achieved and the areas to 
be improved in terms of disaster preparedness and 
response. 

 

BARBADOS: The Caribbean Disaster Emergency 

Response Agency (CDERA) organized its 3rd 

Caribbean Conference on Comprehensive 

Disaster Management (CDM). This year’s 

conference focused on highlighting the 

changing face of disaster risk management, 

methods to improve regional response 

operations in the context of the humanitarian 

reform and facilitate exchanges of CDM related 

tools, models, products, information and 

education material. Donors commended prior 

efforts and stressed the need to work more at 

community level on disaster risk. It was also 

recommended to organize a regional 

conference on the humanitarian reform 

implications in the region. 

 


