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Highlights 
 

• IDPs and host communities in Côte d’Ivoire face deepening protection crisis as tensions 
rise with the expiration of President Gbagbo’s term.  

• Refugees from Senegal's southern Casamance region continue to arrive in Gambian villages 
along the border. UNHCR reports that over 800 crossed the border from Senegal to The 
Gambia during the second half of October, bringing the total to more than 6,200 
Senegalese refugees in Gambia. In Senegal, WFP reports that local authorities estimate 
around 1,100 the number of newly arrived IDPs currently staying with host families in 
the Fogny/Sindian area. 

• On Tuesday 24 October the Ministry of Interior in Niger announced on state television that 
the 100,000-150,000 Arabs of Chadian origin, that have been living in the region of Diffa 
bordering Chad since the 1980’s were to be expelled. On 27 October, however, the 
decision was suspended by the Cabinet.  

• Important Desert Locust infestations were detected in northwest Mauritania and FAO has  
warned the national locust centres in Algeria, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Senegal and 
other countries to increase the level of alert against a potential Desert Locust threat in 
West and North Africa. 

 
 
1- SOCIO-POLITICAL AND SECURITY SITUATION 
 
Mali  
Violent clashes between Touareg insurgents from the northern region of Kidal and elements of the 
Algerien GSPC (Groupe Salafiste pour la Prédication et le Combat) erupted north of Tombouctou on 
23 October leaving 7 dead and 3 wounded among the Tuareg. The attacks are believed to be a 
retaliation of the GSPC in response to the September killing of three persons from GSPC - including 
the leader of the movement – by the Tuareg. In May 2006, a small group of ex-Tuareg fighters 
who have been integrated in the armed forces ransacked the garrison of Kidal and allegedly fled 
with arms and ammunition into a mountainous stronghold bordering Algeria.  In spite of a peace 
accord signed in Algiers late June, this remains of concern to the humanitarian community with 
regard to potentials for respect of human rights and humanitarian principles should the situation 
further escalate. 
 
Guinea 
Tensions in Nzerekoré are on the rise and a protest march was organized by the civil society 
organisation CAGN (Coordination Associations et Groupements de N’zérékoré) on 26 October. 
Protesters claim stronger attention by the national government to the Forest Region and 
development in areas such as fuel, water, electricity, telecommunication and health services. With 
deteriorating road conditions, the Forest Region is increasingly isolated and travel time by road 
from Conakry has gone up from 2 days to 2 weeks. WFP reports that arrivals of small quantities of 
fuel in October has not put an end to the fuel crisis in N’Zérékoré and there is furthermore a risk of 
fuel shortage in Kissidougou although emergency supplies have been received from Liberia. 
 

U N I T E D   N A T I O N S N A T I O N S   U N I E S 
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2  HUMANITARIAN SITUATION 
 
Food Security and Nutrition 
CILSS expects the 2006-2007 harvest in the Sahel to be globally satisfactory in spite of the late 
start and irregularity of rainfall in the beginning of the season. The nutritional situation remains of 
concern, and the organisation recommends continuation of both emergency and long term 
interventions.  
 
Following the detection of important Desert Locust infestations in northwest Mauritania FAO has 
warned the national locust centres in Algeria, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Senegal and other 
countries to increase the level of alert against a potential Desert Locust threat. Ground teams 
started control operations in Mauritania on 9 October and have so far treated more than 1,000 ha 
of infestations. Biological control operations on young hopper bands using a fungal pathogen have 
also been initiated. A helicopter has been hired by FAO to carry out additional surveillance and 
treatment if required and a military spray aircraft is on standby in Mauritania. FAO expects current 
level of resources in Mauritania (pesticides, equipment and staff) to be sufficient to address the 
current situation.  Whether external assistance will be needed will depend on how the situation 
develops during the next couple of months.  
 
WFP reports that the preliminary results of the third demographic and health survey (EDNS-
MICSIII-2006) in Niger indicate that the percentage of children suffering from global acute 
malnutrition in Niger decreased from 17.3% in 2000 to 11.8% in 2006. Moderate malnutrition 
decreased from 14.1% in 2000 to 10.3% in 2006 and severe malnutrition from 3.2% in 2000 to 
1.5% in 2006.  When comparing with figures from Burkina Faso, Mali, Mauritania, and Chad from 
2000-2005, all things equal, this places Niger in a less critical position in terms of nutrition than 
any of the other countries. Nevertheless, the number of children admitted into nutritional feeding 
centers run by NGOs and UN agencies in Niger since the beginning of the year in October is now 
above 300,000. 
 
Protection and Population Movements 
 
Côte d’Ivoire 
With rising tensions in Côte d’Ivoire in connection with the expiration of the term of President 
Gbagbo on 30 October, regional support is being provided to country teams within the framework 
of the Côte d’Ivoire+5 regional contingency planning process facilitated by OCHA. During a 
Protection of Civilians Workshop held in Côte d’Ivoire on 12-13 October 2006, it was underlined by 
participating Governmental, Civil Society and International Organisations that the existing political 
stalemate has given rise to a steadily deteriorating situation of protection of civilians which is in 
reality worse than during times of open conflict, not least due to the lack of access to justice.  
Humanitarian partners in Côte d’Ivoire and neighboring countries are monitoring the situation.  
 
Mano River Union 
Deteriorating road conditions in the Mano River Union countries is limiting access to displaced 
populations in need of assistance. In Guinea, particularly the Forest Region bordering on Côte 
d’Ivoire and Liberia is of concern, since none of the access routes are fit for passage of vehicles. 
WFP reports that this situation is having a severe impact on the supply of basic products to the 
Forest region, and consequently on the implementation of humanitarian programmes. In Liberia 
torrential rainfall is causing road conditions to deteriorate further in remote areas, particularly the 
south-east on the border with Côte d’Ivoire and north-west. This situation is partially disrupting 
road access to beneficiaries in affected areas. In Sierra Leone, early and prolonged heavy rainfall 
has not only affected upland farming and resulted in low yield and prolonged the hunger period. 
Deteriorating road conditions also resulted in some parts of the country being inaccessible and WFP 
has been unable to fully carry out the school feeding assessment in certain areas covered by the 
emergency school feeding programme. In addition to hampering ongoing operations, the issue of 
limited access is of great concern in terms of preparedness. 
 
On 1 October UNHCR closed the office in Kissidougou, Guinea, ending a nearly 18-year presence in 
the region. UNHCR's decision to close the office and end its presence in the Kissidougou region is 
primarily the result of a successful repatriation of Liberian refugees. Between March 2005 and 
September 2006, UNHCR repatriated 16,000 out of the total 18,000 Liberian refugees in 



OCHA – Humanitarian Situation Report 1 November 2006 
 

 

3

Kissidougou region. The remaining 2,000 Liberian refugees, who were either unable or unwilling to 
return, were in September transferred to Kouankan, near the town of Nzérékoré in south-eastern 
Guinea. 
 
Casamance 
Refugees from Senegal's southern Casamance region continue to arrive in Gambian villages along 
the border. UNHCR reports that over 800 crossed the border from Senegal to The Gambia during 
the second half of October, bringing the total to more than 6,200 Senegalese refugees in Gambia. 
Senegalese refugees are presently accommodated in 46 villages in Gambia's Sibanor region, 
approximately 90 kilometers east of the capital, Banjul. The UN agencies present in Gambia are 
mobilized to provide refugees with food and humanitarian assistance. In addition to coordinating 
relief for the refugees, UNHCR has this month distributed thousand blankets, mattresses, kitchen 
utensils, jerry cans and soap. Similar assistance was also provided to the Gambian families hosting 
refugees from Senegal. 
 
In Senegal, WFP reports that local authorities estimate around 1,100 the number of newly arrived 
IDPs currently staying with host families in the Fogny/Sindian area. Due to the renewed rise in 
tensions in the area IDPs, host families and persons who did not leave their villages are in need of 
assistance, in particular food. WFP currently has stocks available in Ziguinchor for this purpose, and 
is working with partners and authorities in order to establish the modalities of intervention to 
adequately address this situation. Other partners like PROCAS/GTZ are planning to implement FFW 
activities for the host families if WFP assists the IDPs. The main constraints are limited information 
and difficult access due to security conditions. Technical coordination is ensured at Departement 
level by the "Comité départemental de Bignona pour la gestion/coordination des réfugiés, 
rapatriés, personnes déplacées", chaired by the Prefect of Bignona, with the participation of a 
representative from the Senegalese army, representatives of rural communities, local associations 
(COPID), NGOs and other partners (WFP, UNICEF, PROCAS/GTZ). 
 
Niger 
On Tuesday 24 October the Ministry of Interior in Niger announced on state television that the 
100,000-150,000 Arabs of Chadian origin that have been living in the region of Diffa bordering 
Chad since the 1970-80’s were to be expelled. The Arabic population is being accused of fueling 
insecurity and causing a threat to local populations. Representatives of the Arab communities in 
Diffa and neighboring regions of Tahoua and Zinder appealed to the President to respect 
international conventions and to the international community for support. On 27 October the 
decision was suspended by the Cabinet and it was decided to seek other solutions to the issue. An 
OCHA mission to the area found that tensions are high, but that communities continue to share 
common services such as water points, the use of which is a recurrent source of dispute. The 
situation is being closely monitored and contacts have been established on the issue between 
humanitarian partners at regional level and in Chad.  
 
Irregular Migration 

IOM has opened an office in Nouakchott, Mauritania and begun implementation of a Rapid Reaction 
Mechanism Project to support border management and provide assistance to voluntary return of 
stranded migrants.  

 
Health 

Yellow Fever in Côte d’Ivoire An outbreak of yellow fever in Côte d’Ivoire has prompted WHO to 
sound the alarm and appeal for support to the Ivorian Government in responding to the situation. 
WHO estimates that USD 800,000 is needed to vaccinate 650,000 persons in Korhogo and 
Ouaragahio. CERF funding of USD 800,000 have been disbursed to WHO to this effect and the 
organisation is working with partners to ensure coordination of response. 

Cholera outbreak in Sierra Leone On 11 October 2006, the government of Sierra Leone issued a 
press release confirming cholera cases in Freetown. The eastern part of the city (hosting 60% of 
the population, or 1 million inhabitants), the Western area (hosting 40%, or 650,000 inhabitants) 
and the centre of the city are the most affected areas. Besides Freetown, other areas affected 
include Tonkolili and Kambia districts – in the north – as well as some suburbs. The cholera-like 
watery diarrhoea cases reported in Kambia District are mainly originating from the Samo Chiefdom 
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(which has an estimated population of 25,000 inhabitants). Cholera has this year broken out in 
Guinea, Niger and Liberia.  

Suspected cholera cases in Senegal According to the Ministry of Health in Senegal, suspected cases 
of cholera  are currently being verified (30/10/2006).  

Regional Training of Trainers Workshop on HIV/AIDS in emergency situations On 18-20 October 
2006 UNICEF and UNAIDS organised a Regional Training of Trainers Workshop on HIV/AIDS in 
emergency situations in Dakar. The training mainly focused on the application of the IASC 
guidelines developed for this purpose and was carried out in collaboration with UNHCR, WFP and 
OCHA. The workshop is part of the UN System-Wide Work Programme on Scaling-up HIV/AIDS 
Services for Populations of Humanitarian Concern financed by DFID and coordinated by UNAIDS.  

Avian and Human Pandemic Influenza A Planning Officer for Avian and Human Pandemic Influenza 
Preparedness for West Africa has taken up her duties with the Regional OCHA office in Dakar where 
she is responsible for facilitating pandemic influenza preparedness and planning within the UN 
System, working in close collaboration with UNSIC, UN System regional and country offices as well 
as relevant global bureaus.  

3 COORDINATION 
 
Devoting resources and time to promote system-wide and coordinated response with a region-
based perspective is slowly becoming the modus operandi of the humanitarian community in West 
Africa. Since 2000, the donor community has invested 25 million US $ in facilitating humanitarian 
coordination in West Africa alone. This continuous and sustained support is starting to pay off as 
key humanitarian stakeholders over the past few months have reached a strategic agreement on 
three priority trans-national humanitarian issues that must be addressed in terms of coordination 
and resource mobilization in West Africa in the years to come:  
 

• Food Security and Nutrition in the Sahel 
• Rapid Response to Health Crises 
• Protection and Population Movements 

 
Within the framework of the Coordinated Aid Programme (CAP) for West Africa, UN and Non-
Governmental organisations have in consultation with over 30 different organisation, including the 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, Donor Representatives and Humanitarian Country Teams 
defined strategic priorities in these three areas and developed response plans. It has furthermore 
been decided by Regional Directors of Humanitarian Agencies to continue a coordination set-up 
involving a strategic level steering group providing overall guidance to the technical working 
groups. Further details will be available in the CAP Document, due to be launched by the UN 
Secretary General on 30 November 2006.  
 
Regional Coordination Mechanisms established in September-October 2006: 
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4  RESSOURCE MOBILISATION  
Funding by sector of the West Africa Appeal, compiled by OCHA on the basis of information 
provided by donors and appealing organizations. 
  Requirements Funding % Pledges 

AGRICULTURE 6,904,513 5,008,533 73% 0 

COORDINATION AND SUPPORT 
SERVICES 

10,491,952 5,149,822 49% 0 

ECONOMIC RECOVERY AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

2,487,000 0 0% 0 

EDUCATION 2,035,470 240,000 12% 0 

FOOD 164,875,919 149,969,356 91% 1,639,901 

HEALTH 40,170,927 9,965,004 25% 344,598 

MINE ACTION 850,000 0 0% 0 

MULTI-SECTOR 6,476,809 315,794 5% 0 

PROTECTION/HUMAN RIGHTS/RULE OF 
LAW 

7,804,294 36,000 0% 0 

SECTOR NOT YET SPECIFIED 0 2,994,789 0% 4,648,404 

WATER AND SANITATION 1,165,952 130,000 11% 0 

Grand Total: 243,262,836 173,809,298 71% 6,632,903 

Chart of funding by sector (yellow) against requirements (blue) 

 
For further reporting, agencies and donors may use the financial tracking system found on 
www.reliefweb.int/fts. The latest Financial Tables can at any time be viewed on-line on the same 
site.  

5  HUMANITARIAN CALENDAR of Upcoming Events 

Date  Events Where Who 

25 October Inter-ministerial Meeting on Irregular 
Migration 

Praia, Cap 
Verde 

Government of 
Cap Verde and 
UN RC 

26-28 October Meeting of the African Platform for Disaster 
Risk Reduction 

Dakar Government of 
Senegal and 
ISDR  

27 October Guinea Bissau After Action Review Bissau UN RC/OCHA 
Guinea Bissau 

27 October ECHO - Sahel Strategic Meeting Dakar ECHO and 
partners 

27 October – 
10 November 
 

ForumSA – Electronical forum on Food 
Sovereignty (daouda.diagne@sentoo.sn) 

Internet ROPPA  

31 October Coordination Meeting of Regional Health OCHA WHO/OCHA 
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Working Group Regional 
Office, 
Dakar 

31 October 
-1 November  
(TBC possibly 7-8 
Nov) 

UNCT Senegal Inter-Agency Contingency 
Planning workshop 

Dakar UN RC/OCHA 

2 November Coordination Meeting of Regional Working 
Group on Protection and Population 
Movement 

Dakar OCHA 

2-3 November ProVention Roundtable on Local perspectives 
on Disaster Risk Reduction in Africa  

Dakar ENDA 

3 November Coordination Meeting of Regional Food 
Security and Nutrition Working Group  

OCHA RO, 
Dakar 

UNICEF/OCHA 

7-11 November and 
13-17 November 

Training for ECOWAS Emergency Response 
Teams 

Accra ECOWAS 

7-10 November Regional Forum on Food Sovereignty Niamey ROPPA 

19 November Municipal and legislative elections in  
Mauritania 

Mauritania Mauritania 

7-8 November Donor Roundtable for Guinea Bissau Geneva UN  

11-19 November SPHERE Training of Trainers Course Dakar SPHERE Project 
and Regional 
Delegation IFRC 

16-17 November Sub-regional Conference on Peace, Security 
and Confidence Building in the Mano River 
Space 

Conakry Host: 
Government of 
Guinea, 
Facilitors: 
UNOWA/DPA, 
HCR, 
UNDP/BCPR 

28 November Coordination Meeting of Regional Health 
Working Group 

OCHA RO 
Dakar 

WHO/OCHA 

30 November Global launch of Consolidated Appeals by the 
UN Secretary General 

NY-Geneva UN 

4-8 December Workshop on Guiding Principles on Internal 
Displacement 

Abidjan OCHA Côte 
d’Ivoire  

5 December Regional launch of West Africa CAP Dakar OCHA 

6-8 December Avian and Human Influenza Global Meeting Bamako UNSIC 

6-8 February (2007) Regional Workshop on Protection of Civilians Dakar OCHA 
 
 
For further information on the humanitarian situation in West Africa, including other situation 
reports from the region: http://ochaonline.un.org/westafrica 
 
In order to receive daily updates via email on humanitarian issues in West Africa, readers may 
subscribe to IRIN on www.irinnews.org  

To be included on or taken off the distribution list for the monthly Humanitarian Situation Reports 
for West Africa, or to contribute to next month’s report, kindly send an email to thomles@un.org 

Disclaimer: UN OCHA does not necessarily share the opinions expressed in this documents. OCHA 
can not vouch for the accuracy of received reports. 

[end] 


