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Latin America & the Caribbean 
 
This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional 
Office through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note does not intend to be an analytical tool, but a 
summary paper of key facts and actions reported by sources. Activities carried in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. 
Please check with sources for further information. For input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org  
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HIGHLIGHTS: 
   

 NICARAGUA:  PAHO called on all sectors of the country to combat the dengue outbreak. 
 BOLIVIA:  The European Commission allocated 150,000 Euros (approximately 221,740 US dollar) for emergencies due to 

drought.  
  

DENGUE OUTBREAK 

LAC: According to PAHO epidemiological report for week 34 
there are 613,893 confirmed cases of dengue in the region. 
Image:  BBC ©. 
 
The current rainy season favors the circulation 

of dengue viruses. According to The PAHO 

Epidemiological Report for Week 34 (20-26 

September), since January there have been  

613,893 confirmed cases of classic dengue 

reported in Latin America and the Caribbean 

region, with 84% of the cases reported in 

Southern Cone and Andean regions, followed 

by Central America with 11%.  They also 

report 11,538 cases of hemorrhagic cases and 

210 deaths.  

El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama are 

reporting recent increases in cases of dengue 

fever as compared to the same time period last 

year. 

 

NICARAGUA: The PAHO-WHO representative in 

Nicaragua called on all sectors of the country 

to join the actions taken by the government to 

control dengue, which has caused 8 deaths and 

affected over 1,562 people, mostly children 

under 10 years old, since January. PAHO has 

allocated 2.5 million Cordobas (approximately 

121,245 US dollars) to the Ministry of Health 

for technical assistance.  

Sources: PAHO. 

 
PANDEMIC A H1N1 
LAC:  As of 4 October, at the global level, there 

has been more than 375,000 confirmed cases 

of H1N1 2009 pandemic influenza and more 

than 4500 deaths reported to WHO. (1) 

http://www.circleofblue.org/waternews/science-tech/climate/dengue-epidemic-hits-south-american-urban-centers/�


Weekly Note On Emergencies  
 2 

As of 8 October, Mexico reported increased 

activity of H1N1 2009 pandemic with the 

greatest number of cumulative laboratory 

confirmed cases in the Federal District, 

Chiapas, Yucatan, Jalisco, San Luis Potosi, 

Veracruz and Tamaulipas.  

In The Caribbean, the trend of respiratory 

disease has increased in most countries and 

there is a high intensity of acute respiratory 

disease in Cuba and Dominica.  

Countries in Central America reporting 

widespread geographic spread are Costa Rica, 

Nicaragua, and Panama, while in El Salvador is 

reporting a regional spread. According to local 

authorities, Belize is reporting a second wave 

of H1N1 2009 pandemic. Most patients are in 

outpatient facilities with mild to moderate 

manifestations in the Districts of Belize, Cayo 

and Corozal. Honduras also reports increased 

activity of influenza.  

In the Andean regions, geographical spread 

was widespread. Paraguay reported a different 

situation than the rest of the Southern Cone 

countries, as it experienced high intensity and 

moderate impact on health services. (2) 

Sources: WHO, PAHO (2) 

 

DROUGHT 
Drought could affect up to 70% of the plant’s 

soils in 2025 if countries do not implement 

policies to halt desertification. Drought 

currently affects over 40% of the soils of the 

planet. (1) 

Sources: UN News Center  (1 

 

BOLIVIA: Giving the recurrent and severe 

drought in the Chaco region, the European 

Commission allocated 150,000 Euros 

(approximately 221,740 US dollar) to assist 

the immediate needs of 390 families (2,160 

people). The assistance is administered by 

ECHO and implemented by FAO.  

ECHO is also planning activities to improve 

disaster preparedness on the assumption that 

drought is a recurrent phenomenon in the 

Chaco region.  

Sources: European Commission 

 

POLITICAL CRISIS 
HONDURAS: An OCHA response preparedness 

mission will be held in Honduras on 13 – 16 

October, with the support of REDLAC 

members: UNDP, WFP, UNHCR, PAHO-WHO, 

UNICEF and IFRC.  The mission aims to 

support the UNRC and the Humanitarian 

Country Team on contingency planning with 

two main scenarios (a Hurricane impact, and 

deterioration of the political/social situation).  

Sources: OCHA 

 

ACTIVITIES  
PANAMA: From 5 to 8 October the First Central 

American workshop in Logistic and Warehouse 

Management in Emergency and Disaster was 

held in Panama. It was organized by the 

Central America Coordination Center for 

Natural Disaster Prevention (CEPREDENAC) 

with the support of Spanish Agency for 

International Development Cooperation 

(AECID).  

The workshop was attended by 19 delegates 

from National Humanitarian organizations from 



Guatemala, Costa Rica, El Salvador and 

Panama.  Participants discussed the need for a 

strategy to strengthen national logistics 

capabilities, the adoption of standard logistic 

chains and mechanisms to facilitate the 

exchange of mutual assistance among the 

countries of the region to complement the 

efforts of Humanitarian Assistance 

Coordination Centers.  

Source:  AECID 
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ECUADOR: The UN refugee agency (UNHCR) 

held its first regional Workshop on Emergency 

Management (WEM), assembling 25 

participants from across Latin America to 

prepare participants for the area's first rapid 

reaction team. 

The week-long training course, which is part of 

an effort to decentralize staff and resources 

and bring them closer to displaced people, was 

jointly organized by the UNHCR Emergency 

Preparedness and Response Team and the 

agency's Americas Bureau.  

The week also provided an opportunity for 

information-sharing and dialogue with outside 

entities, with a strong emphasis on 

coordination with other UN agencies and 

governments. The World Food Programme 

discussed the logistics of food delivery, while 

the Office for Coordination of Humanitarian 

Affairs, OCHA, explained coordination 

mechanisms in place in the region.  

Source: UNHCR 

 

 
Ecuador: UNHCR staff take part in the WEMITO in Ecuador. 
Source: UNHCR©. 
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