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Key Messages
Although food prices are decreasing, access to food remains difficult because prices in major markets are still high.

Insecurity and dry conditions in the country, especially in northern regions, remain a concern, posing a high risk of food 
insecurity.

Food insecurity is particularly high in pastoral regions and concerned agencies agree on a persistent problem of hunger in 
the short and long term.

The government is planning to respond to the food crisis in the most affected regions through food distributions and food 
subsidies.

Background
The total population in 2008 was 12.71 million with a growth rate of 3% per annum. Of these 51% lives below the poverty line of 1$ per 
day; about 11% of the population is estimated to be undernourished.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population - 2008 (WB) 12711140

Population growth rate - 2008 (WB) 3%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2008 (WB) 1090

Population below 1$ PPP per day - 2006 (MDGI) 51%

Rural population - 2007 (WB) 68%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2007 (WB) 36%

Prices

Cereals: Wholesale millet prices in Bamako have been 
gradually decreasing since February (165 CFA Franc/kg), 
falling to 160 in March and to 150 in April and May. However 
millet prices were still 27% higher in April 2010 compared to 
April 2008. Also imported rice prices in Bamako decreased 
from January/February levels (300 CFA Franc/Kg) to 280 in 
April and May. In April rice prices in Bamako were at 563.74 
USD/T, which is 67% higher than the international prices of 
rice Thai A1 Super, Bangkok (337.25 USD/T).
Livestock: Animal body conditions are very poor due to the 
prolonged dry spell which affected northern pastoral areas, 
thus animal prices are decreasing and terms of trade for 
pastoralists are worsening.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2005 (FAO) 11%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2005 (FAO) 67%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption - 2005 (FAO) 4%

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2006 (WHO) 45%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2006 (WHO) 46

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2006 (WHO) 60%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2005 (WHO) 1%

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

Although fighting between government forces and armed 
opposition groups in Mali subsided last year, areas such as 
Ansongo in the Gao region experienced an upturn in communal 
violence, forcing thousands of people to temporarily leave their 
homes. Moreover the country is experiencing a major food 
crisis mainly due to an exceptional dry spell in northern regions 
which increases the incidence of conflicts between different 
communities and ethnic groups. In the northern eastern border 
of Mali, in the desert region, lack of security is a constant 
concern.

Refugees and IDPs 2006 2007 2008

Total in the country 12469 11113 11494

Total outside the country 4524 5130 2508

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 22/10/2009.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert

No Floods - - -

No Earthquakes - - -

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.

http://lprapp08.fao.org:8080/fenix-web/fenix/Fenix.html?openProjectDataset=382028260
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http://www.unhcr.org/pages/4a013eb06.html
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Vegetation Condition

At the beginning of the rainy season, normal vegetation 
conditions are observed throughout the country.  The general 
indicator of vegetation condition provided below is the relative 
difference between the NDVI for April 2010 and the average of 
the last 10 years, calculated on the agricultural zones derived 
from the GLOBCOVER land cover database (2005).

Source: JRC MARS â€“ FoodSec

Food Security Situation

An estimated 629,000 people face food insecurity. The dry spell 
affected food security of people especially in pastoral regions of 
the north in Timbuktu, Gao, Ségou and Kidal. In the short term, 
FEWSNET estimates that the poor pastoral households will be 
food insecure between April and June. In the long term, WFP 
predicts moderately low hunger while IFPRI expects serious 
hunger.
CURRENT EMERGENCY ASSESMENT

Mali is not part of the countries in crisis requiring external 
assistance

FAO/GIEWS
CPFS 2010

Throughout the pastoral and agro-pastoral areas of Gao and Kidal 
in the north, the hunger season, which began in early February, 
will continue until pastures regenerate in July/August. ...more

FEWSNET
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Food Balance Sheet

A joint CILSS/FEWSNet Crop Assessment Mission estimated 
the 2009 cereal production at a record 4.6 million tonnes, an 
increase of 14% over the previous year’s good crop and about 
30% above the average of the previous five years. Land 
preparation for 2010/11 agricultural season is underway. Import 
requirements for 2009/2010 were estimated at 226,000 tonnes.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

The government has 35,000 tons of grain in cereal banks and 
emergency stocks to respond to food crisis. It plans to distribute 
7,000 tons of food in Gao and Kidal regions which are the most 
affected areas. Thus far it has delivered 2,000 tons of rice and 
1,000 tons of animal feed. The government plans to extend the 
subsidies applied to rice, millet and sorghum this year.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

Built up stocks.

Producer oriented measures n.a.

Trade policy measures n.a.

Safety net (increased or introduced) Food transfers.

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

No News Found

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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The Linking Information and Decision Making to Improve Food Security Programme is funded by the 
European Union and implemented by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.
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