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Headlines: 

• A series of major earthquakes struck Haiti last night in the area around 
the capital, Port au Prince.  The strongest of these occurred on 12 
January at around 5 p.m. local time and was reported at 7 to 7.2 on the 
Richter scale.  Over 25 aftershocks have taken place. 

• Information on the scale of damage and the numbers killed or injured is 
only slowly emerging.  Early press reports and limited information from 
USAID and the UN describe numerous collapsed buildings, including 
three hospitals, many houses and the presidential palace.  News 
reports and agencies on the ground have estimated the number of 
dead to be in the hundreds or even thousands.  Many agencies are still 
struggling to account for their own staff at this stage. 

• The International Federation of the Red Cross estimates that up to 
three million people have been affected by the quake. 

• The UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator (Kim Bolduc) 
requested a UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination Team 
(UNDAC) and Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) teams to deploy to 
Haiti without delay. 

• At a press conference in Washington today the Haitian ambassador 
requested a hospital ship and first responders (USAR) to assist.  The 
EU has now received an official request for assistance from Haiti for 
health assistance, food, logistics, technical support and experts 
including USAR teams. 

• We are informed that the UN stabilisation Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) 
compound and OCHA offices are reported damaged; other UN facilities 
are also damaged.  200 people are reported missing in the collapsed 
Hotel Montana.  

• UN troops have been marshalled at MINUSTAH HQ; securing the area 
and searching the site. Some victims have been recovered but 
numbers and conditions are not known at this time. Heavy equipment 
was expected on the site this morning to begin moving structures and 
clearing main routes. SRSG Annabi and Principal DSRSG da Costa 
are still reported missing. MINUSTAH estimates that up to 3,000 troops 
and police may be available for duties (from a total of around 9,000). 

• There have also been some reports of looting overnight and 
MINUSTAH has expressed concerns about public restiveness when 
the sun rises and people begin moving about seeking assistance 

• Neighbouring Dominican Republic appears to have been less badly 
affected. 

• We have mobilised the UK fire service search and rescue team and 
secured a civillian chartered aircraft to fly them from Gatwick. 

• Port Au Prince airport is reported not to be functioning due to the 
control tower collapsing and lack of power and refuelling facilities.  
There remains a risk of flights not being able to reach Haiti at all.  
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According to ECHO, MINUSTAH have helicopters over flying the 
affected areas 

• We remain in touch with FCO in London and the Dominican Republic. 
 

 

 
 
UK Response: 

• The Field Team has left the UK and is due to arrive early in the 
morning of 14 January subject to security and logistics challenges 
being met. 

• We are sending an UKISAR team of some 61 people with dogs. 
International and Local Response: 

• The Haitian authorities are having to contend with major disruption to 
all services, as well as personal trauma.  We cannot expect a 
coordinated picture of their response to emerge for a number of hours. 

• We are informed that the US has two heavy Search and Rescue teams 
currently in the air and the Swiss Search and Rescue Team is also 
mobilising.  Over 25 SAR teams (of variable capabilities) from around 
the world have declared themselves ready to respond if requested.  
The US Disaster Assistance Response Team (DART) is also mobilising 
as is an IFRC Field Assessment Coordination Team (FACT). 

• OCHA is in the process of mobilising an UNDAC.  MINUSTAH 
established a Joint Operations Centre (Cell) which - among others - is 
coordinating/facilitating the evacuation of injured UN staff to the airport. 

• A UK expert has been selected to join the EU’s five person assessment 
and coordination team.  

• A preliminary Red Cross appeal is expected. 
• OCHA has advised a flash appeal is expected in the next few days.  
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• A DEC appeal is being considered. 
• UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has announced a CERF allocaton 

of $10m (£6.15m). 
 
Comms Handling/Lines 

• A press officer, four journalists (2 x BBC and 2 x The Sun) will 
accompany the SAR team and we have made available seats for four 
members of MapAction and four members of Rapid UK (or other NGO 
staff depending on availability). 

 
 


