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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Erratic rains during the short-rainy season have affected the 
minor  2011A season crop 

 But an overall good  harvest in 2010, especially maize, has 
improved food security conditions and lowered food import 
needs  

 Larger domestic supplies have contributed to lower staple food 
prices 

Erratic rains impact 2011 minor season crops 

Harvesting of the minor 2011A season is currently underway. With the 
exception of a period of favourable rainfall at the start of September and 
abundant rains at the beginning of November, precipitation levels have 
been erratic during the short-rainy season (September-November). The 
bean crop planted in late October and early November is  reported to 
have been affected by the drier-than-normal conditions during the last 
dekad of November (precipitation levels were estimated to have been 
approximately one third of the long-term average), while heavy rains in 
December could have negatively impacted  the early planted bean crops. 
In efforts to sustain agricultural growth, the government launched the 
Land Husbandry, Water Harvesting Hillside and Irrigation project (LWH), 
at the start of the 2011A season, to promote increased productivity of 
high-value export crops and also distributed 8 000 tonnes of seed 
through the Crop Intensification Programme (CIP).  

Large growth in 2010 harvest 

The 2010 crop assessment indicated that there was a significant increase 
in total food production for the 2010B season. However, the production of 
pulses remained at a comparable level to last year, as the increase in 
bean yields was offset by a contraction in area planted. In regards to 
cereals, the 2010B maize harvest is estimated at 113 632 tonnes, 62 
percent higher than in the previous year, attributed to a rise in yields and 
an expansion in acreage. In addition, the wheat harvest also increased; 
however, sorghum and rice production fell by 14 and 29 percent, 
respectively, compared to the corresponding season in 2009, reflecting a 
shift in acreage to maize and wheat. Overall, combining A, B and C 
seasons, total cereal production for 2010 is estimated at 763 000 tonnes, 
marking a substantial rise over the good output in 2009.  
 
In addition, production of two key export crops, coffee and tea, expanded 
in 2010 by 23 and 11 percent, respectively, during the first nine months of 
2010 compared to the same period in 2009. The growth of these cash 
crops is attributed to stronger international prices that attracted increased 
investment in the sector. By contrast, banana production decreased, as a 
result of the up-rooting of banana plantations that were infected by 
bacterial wilt, particularly in the Western Province. 

Most staple food prices lower in December 2010 
compared to one year earlier 

Improved crop production in 2010, and consequently an increase in 
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domestic supplies, has supported lower wholesale prices (US dollar 
terms) of most major staple foods throughout Rwanda. The average price 
of maize in 2010, for example, was approximately one third lower 
compared to 2009; however, maize prices have strengthened somewhat 
in recent months. Beans prices, that were on the rise since May, have 
declined in the last two months of 2010. Furthermore, in spite of the 
smaller rice harvest in 2010, prices have been declining since June and 
in December, at USD 768 per tonne; prices of rice were at their lowest 
level in the past two years. 

Food security conditions improved, but refugees 
continue to need food assistance 
Food security conditions improved significantly in 2010 due to the second 
consecutive bumper harvest. However, a large number of refugees, 
mostly from the Democratic Republic of Congo, continue to reside in 
camps in Rwanda and require food assistance. Given the expected long 
duration of their stay, a Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation 
(PRRO) is being implemented to provide emergency food relief and help 
improve nutrition and livelihoods of the most vulnerable groups, including 
both refugees and also Rwandan returnees. 

 


