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I. Highlights 

• The current situation of food insecurity has 
reportedly worsened in Htantlang and Kanpetlet 
Townships.  

• WFP, in collaboration with its partners, has 
provided a total of 354.275MT of rice in December 
to the villages in six townships of Chin State 
(namely Hakha, Falam, Tiddim, Tonzang, Mindat 
and Madupi Townships.) 

• WFP will conduct an emergency food distribution 
of one-month rations (200MT of rice) for 
approximately 20,000 people in 150 villages in 
Mindat and Kanpetlet Townships in January 2011. 

• The deterioration of household food security may 
contribute to the rise in the drop-out rates of 
school children in the coming school year in 
Paletwa Township. 

II. Situation Overview 

The food insecurity in Htantlang Township has been 
exacerbated by the heavy rains and floods in October 
whilst the rat infestation in 2010 destroyed most of the 
cultivated crops in 58 villages in Kanpetlet Township, 
leaving the communities with no harvest.  

Following the continuous reports of food insecurity in 
Mindat and Kanpetlet Townships and recent findings 
of the household food security assessment, WFP will 
provide an emergency food aid to 150 villages most 
affected by the rat infestation in the two townships (77 
villages in Mindat and 73 villages in Kanpetlet.) The 
selection of villages was based on an updated list of 
villages affected by the rat infestation provided by the 
NGO partners, the Chin State Peace and 
Development Council (SPDC), and verified by WFP 
field assessments. The Chin SPCD recommended the 
need for continued food assistance to the affected 
villages until the next harvest around December 2011 
due to high crop failures in the recent harvest in last 
December. 
 

According to the report from a pastor from Paletwa 
Township, the area worst hit by the 2009 rat 
infestation was the region near Laymyo River. One of 
the main impacts of the rat infestation was that the 
affected families had to remove their children from 
school since schooling was no longer affordable. In 
Sami  area  in Paletwa Township, 12 high school 
students, two middle school students and many 
primary school students have reportedly dropped out 
of school according to the Education Committee of  

 

Tanthawng High School in Paletwa. The children were 
reportedly required to work in the paddy fields to earn 
some income to cover their families’ food expenses. 
To address the issue, a request for food assistance for 
schools in Paletwa Township in the coming school 
year was made. 

The access, particularly to the Southern Townships of 
Chin State, remains a challenge. OCHA-Hakha 
facilitated an access to Kanpetlet Township for 
Solidarités International to undertake a food security 
assessment from 1 to 5 December. Some of the 
preliminary findings are as follows: 

• Approximately 8,700 people in 49 villages (out of 
113 villages) in Kanpetlet Township, which 
accounts for 40% of the population, are facing 
food insecurity.  

• Some of the villagers’ common coping 
mechanisms include selling their livestock (pig, 
chicken, mithan, etc) to buy rice; depending on 
forest products for own household consumptions 
and working as casual labour.  

• It is predicted that people are most likely to 
encounter food shortage in the coming months 
should the current food insecurity trend prevail.  

• One of the consequences of food insecurity is 
seen in the number of school drop-outs, 
particularly among middle or high school students, 
as parents can no longer support the associated 
transport cost for their children.  

 
A partner’s visit was organized from 6 to 10 December 
to UNDP/CDRT projects in Hakha and Falam 
Townships. The delegation, which comprised of the 
representatives from SIDA, UNDP/CDRT and UNDP, 
met with the communities in Loklung and Bungzung 
Villages in Hakha Township and Parte Village in 
Falam Township. 
  
With the facilitation from WFP-Hakha Office, ADRA 
was granted permission by the Chin SPDC to conduct 
a food security and livelihood assessment from 19 to 
25 December in 22 villages in Kanpetlet and Madupi 
Townships. ADRA shared the assessment report with 
the Chin SPDC, WFP and OCHA. 

III. Sectors 

Food- In collaboration with its partners, WFP has 
provided total 354.275MT of rice in Hakha, Tiddim, 
Tonzang, Falam, Mindat and Madupi Townships in 
December 2010. Through the food-for-work scheme, 
some ongoing activities such as land development, 
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road renovation and irrigation canal constructions 
were concluded in December. Proposals for the 2011 
food assistance programme in Chin State from three 
partners are currently under review by WFP. The 
agreements are expected to be concluded in January 
2011.  

CARE is in discussion with WFP to start working in 
Mindat Township next year. Solidarites International is 
in discussion with WFP to provide food assistance to 
the communities facing food insecurity in Kanpetlet 
Township. 

With the funds from the Lutheran World Federation 
(LWF), MEET provided 420 bags of rice in seven 
villages, one orphanage and one home for the elderly 
in Kanpetlet Township at the end of November. 

Health – IRC provided a second 10-day training on 
Community Health Workers (CHW) in Paletwa 
Township. Regular CHW monitoring in 10 villages in 
Paletwa was conducted by IRC. 

Two training sessions on Malaria prevention and 
treatment were organized by Merlin for 61 participants 
from the Village Health Committee (VHC) of 45 
villages in Htantlang Township and 15 private sector 
health providers in 14 villages in Hakha Township. 

Nutrition – In collaboration with the DOH, UNICEF 
implemented in December a Crash EPI programme in 
the villages in Hakha Township. The Crash EPI 
Programme in Hakha Township will be completed in 
February 2011. Subject to funding, additional 
townships may later be covered.  

The Mother and Child Health and Nutrition (MCHN) 
programme by WFP and Merlin was completed in 54 
villages in Htantlang Township in December 2010.  

Merlin will discontinue the implementation of the 
MCHN programme in Htantlang Township, currently 
operated in cooperation with WFP, after the final food 
distribution in January 2011. 

Education – World Vision International (WVI) 
completed its one-month training on Early Childhood 
Care and Development for 30 ECCD teachers from 10 
villages in Tiddim Township. 

WASH – Despite various agencies’ assistance to 
increase water supply in Chin State, water shortage in 
the current dry season reportedly persists in several 
villages. 

 

Four villages in Tiddim Township received in mid-
December High Density Index (HDI) pipes provided by 
UNICEF. 
 
Country Agency for Rural Development (CAD) 
undertook a canal digging to increase water supply in 
Tinnam village in Hakha Township.  
 

Agriculture and livelihood – On 6 and 7 December, 
UNDP provided bench terracing training for 27 
participants from 27 villages in Mindat Township.  

In Tiddim Township, UNDP is carrying out canal 
construction in three villages and road renovation in 
one village to increase access to the market. UNDP 
conducted the second round of Farmer User Groups 
training from 28 to 30 December for 34 farmers from 
the 17 DANIDA-funded villages. 

From 10 to 12 December, IRC provided the third round 
of winter crops demonstration training for 24 
participants, focusing on common pest and diseases 
in vegetables and field crops in Samee Bar Wa village 
in Paletwa Township.  

Through the cash-for-work programme, the renovation 
of two foot paths in Paletwa Township was completed 
on 22 December.  

Protection – A three-day training session on 
Community-Based Disaster Risk Reduction for 28 
community leaders from Tiddim Township was 
conducted in mid-December with technical support 
from WVI. 

 IV. Upcoming Events 
 
The Southern Chin Inter-agency coordination meeting 
will take place in Mindat Township in the second week 
of January 2011.  
 
V. Coordination 

OCHA will hold a General Inter-Agency Coordination 
Meeting with all the partners in Chin State in February 
2011.  
 
GRET will organize in January 2011 the first quarterly 
Technical Working Group meeting with a focus on 
livelihoods. The meeting is intended for all local and 
international organizations working on livelihoods in 
Chin State. 

Contact Information 
OCHA Chin Office 
No. Ma/060, Pann Chan Lane, Myo Thit Quarter,  
Hakha, Chin State 
95 95196934, 95 98602829 
ochachin@gmail.com 

 
OCHA Yangon Office 
40 Natmauk Road, Tamwe Township,  
Yangon, Myanmar 
95 1 544500 ext. 811 
rodraksa@un.org 


