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FLOODS 
Floods touch more people than all other natural 
disasters combined. Heavy and continuous rains are 
affecting several countries in the region.  
 
BOLIVIA:  The Bolivian people are still dedicated to 
responding and attempting to recover from the 
ongoing rain and flooding.  From November 2009 
through February 2010, the State reported that the 
rains and floods affected approximately 45,320 
families and caused 16 deaths and five people remain 
missing. According to the Departmental Emergency 
Operation Centre of Beni and Cochabamba, there are 
still 1,027 families living in temporary shelters.  

Source: El Diario 

 
ECUADOR:  Heavy rains have flooded several areas of 
the country. Since February, more than 1,000 families 
have been affected by rains, with most of the affected 
population located in the Province of Oro. Local 
authorities relocated at least 700 families that were 
living in high risk areas.  

Source: Secretaria Nacional de Gestión de Riesgo 

 

 

 

Ecuador: Since February more than 1,000 families have been 

affected by rains. Image: Diario Hoy© 

 

PARAGUAY:  Floods caused by heavy rains left 519 
families affected in the Department of La Guaira. 
Local authorities declared a local state of emergency 
to assist the affected people.   

Source: Ultima Hora 

 

EARTHQUAKE 
The reconstruction phase begins in Haiti and Chile, 
while tens of thousands who lost their homes in Haiti 
and Chile are still waiting for temporary housing. 

   

HIGHLIGHTS:   
 

• CHILE: Psychological support remains vital, one month after the earthquake.  
• HAITI: High level donor’s conference for country’s reconstruction will take place on 31 March. 
• GUATEMALA: FAO offers technical support to local authorities to combat food insecurity. 
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CHILE:  Latest Government figures confirm that over 
1.8 million people have been affected in the four 
regions most devastated by the earthquake and/or 
tsunami; 65 percent of these people are in the Region 
of BioBio. Priority needs indicated by the new 
Government are temporary shelter, education and 
WASH. In general, the new Government seems open 
and ready to engage with the UN system along these 
priorities. (1) 

 

Chile:  At least 160,000 houses confirmed to be irreparably damaged 

or destroyed and another 93,000 houses which require damage 

assessments. Image: AP © 

Psychological support remains vital, since continuous 
strong aftershocks are further distressing people 
trying to recover from the trauma of having lost 
family members and friends, homes and livelihoods. 
The Spanish Red Cross is training Chilean Red Cross 
volunteers in psychosocial support in Maule Region, as 
well as providing therapeutic sessions for those 
affected by the earthquake and tsunami. (2) 

The U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is 
planning a programme to assist approximately 6,900 
small-scale fishermen in O’Higgins, Maule and BíoBío 
regions. Through the U.N. Central Emergency 
Response Fund (CERF)-funded programme, FAO will 
provide fully-equipped boats and cooling equipment to 
affected fishermen.  According to the Ministry of 
Agriculture losses are estimated at US$252 million, 
not including the fruit, corn and miller sectors. 

It seems likely that gaps in shelter still persist.  The 
total numbers for people in need of shelter are still 
being assessed, but local authorities report that at 
least 160,000 houses are confirmed to be irreparably 
damaged or destroyed.  The NGO Un Techo Para Chile 

has constructed to date 875 shelters in Metropolitana, 
O’Higgins, Maule and BíoBío regions and is planning to 
build an additional 20,000 “mediaguas” (simple wood 
cabin type shelter) to provide shelter support to 
around 85,000 families by mid-June. 

Water services have not been completely restored; 
approximately 155,000 people in rural areas still lack 
access to water and sanitation services. As of 26 
March, according to the Superintendent’s Office of 
Sanitary Services, 100% of the urban population in 
the area affected by the earthquake had access to 
drinking water. Of these, 99.6% (11.2 million people) 
are obtaining water through internal distribution 
networks with sporadic cuts, while 0.4% (43,000 
people in the Region of Biobío) are supplied by water 
tankers. The quality of the water supplied by 
rehabilitated services still needs to be assessed. 

Since its deployment on 2 March, the OCHA ROLAC 
surge team assisted the RC in assessing needs by 
facilitating a rapid inter-agency assessment mission; 
preparing a CERF rapid response application for 
US$10.3 million; initiating regular coordination at the 
UNCT/UNETT and sector levels; and setting up 
information management processes. CERF funds were 
approved on 17 March and mainly support 
interventions in the areas of shelter, emergency 
education, WASH, and health in the provinces of 
BioBio and Maule. Prior to that, OCHA had also 
provided a US$100,000 emergency cash grant.   

For more information about this major emergency 
please, visit the following humanitarian portals: 

Reliefweb  or Redhum 

Source: United Nations Country Team (1), IFRC (2) 
 
 
HAITI:  The United Nations and the United States, in 
cooperation with the Government of Haiti, will 
convene a high-level donors' conference under the 
theme "Towards a New Future in Haiti" at United 
Nations Headquarters in New York on 31 March to 
secure the financial resources necessary for the 
country's recovery. 

Post Disaster Need Assessment findings reveal that 
the total value of damage and losses caused by the 
12 January earthquake is estimated at US$7.8 billion 
(US$4.3 billion representing physical damage and 
US$3.5 billion are economic losses). The damage and 
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losses are equivalent to more than 120 percent of the 
2009 gross domestic product.  

WFP is conducting assessments to determine the 
number of additional schools, students, and locations 
for increased school feeding programmes and plans to 
coordinate future coverage with NGOs currently 
working with the Ministry of Education.  

OCHA is tracking official donations to various 
international appeals worldwide. For more information 
about the Haiti Appeal visit the Financial Tracking 
Services website. 

For more information about this major emergency 
please, visit the following humanitarian portals: 

Reliefweb  or Redhum   
Source: OCHA 

 

DROUGHT - FOOD 
INSECURITY 
HONDURAS:  Many families have lost their crops due 
to droughts. According to the Permanent Commission 
for Contingencies (COPECO), there are 150,000 
families affected by the lack of grain production and 
that will need food assistant. At the moment local 
authorities are planning to assist 50,000 families who 
are at high risk of food insecurity.  
Source: Hondudiario. 

 

Honduras: A lot of crops have been lost due to the lack of water. 

Image: Hondudiario © 

 

 
 
 

GUATEMALA: The lack of rain, which faced the country 
in 2009 has affected nine departments, the so called 
Dry Corridor. The Government of Guatemala has 
made significant efforts to combat this situation.  
The U.S. Agency for International Development 
(USAID) is allocating US$15 million to strengthen food 
security of families in extreme poverty in the Dry 
Corridor departments. In Zacapa, at least 1,000 
families of six municipalities are benefiting from food 
support through this project implemented by the NGO 
Mercy Corps.  
The Organization for Agriculture and Food of the 
United Nations (FAO) is seeking approval of US$5.5 
million to support the affected families, while it is 
offering support in the creation of public policies to 
combat poverty under the Social Cohesion Council.  
Source: Government of Guatemala. 

 
 


