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Key Messages
Food prices stabilized during the months between April and July but remained very high, particularly during the month of 
Ramadan.

Insecurity in the country continues as the military has to face Al-Qaeda attacks. Also the dry spell in previous months and 
the recent flooding have negative impacts on food security.

Agencies estimate a situation of food insecurity and hunger due to current lean season and high prices.

The Government has introduced support to producers and measures to drive down prices for poor consumers.

Background
In Mauritania, the total population was 3.2 million in 2008 and the growth rate was 2% per annum. In 2005, 8% of the population was 
reported as undernourished.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population (millions) - 2008 (WB) 3.215

Population growth rate - 2008 (WB) 2%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2002 (WB) 1600

Population below 1$ PPP per day - 2000 (MDGI) 21%

Rural population - 2008 (WB) 59%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2002 (WB) 25%

Prices

Cereals: Wheat retail prices in Nouakchott were at around 152 
MRO/Kg until June and at 154 MRO/Kg in July 2010. Retail 
prices of imported rice stabilized at 283 MRO/Kg in the months 
between May and July after decreasing from April 305 MRO/
Kg. Couscous prices remained stable at 362 since April. 
Imported rice prices were at 977.37 USD/T in July which was 
much higher (182%) than the international prices. Also the 
price of wheat sold in local markets at 531.85 USD/T, was 
much higher (151%) compared to the USA Wheat (No. 2 Hard 
Red Winter). The usual upward trend in grain prices was 
registered in August during the Ramadan month. 
Livestock: Pastoral terms of trade improved as cereal prices 
remained stable; however the trend was reversed due to 
Ramadan price hikes.

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2005/2007 (FAO) 7%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 51%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 5%

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2008 (WHO) 26%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2008 (WHO) 58

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2008 (WHO) 49%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2007 (WHO) 0%

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

After some dryness since June and during the first part of 
August, heavy rains and floods have caused extensive damage 
to infrastructure, crops and livelihoods. The Government 
estimated 10,263 families would require food assistance and 
shelter. The food security conditions are affected by the June/
August hunger season which usually ends in September. 
However this year it is likely to last until October due to some 
dry spells in June which affected pasture and seeding. Some 
471,000 people are estimated to suffer from the longer lean 
season, particularly in western pastoral areas and central 
agricultural areas of the river valley. An additional 20,000 urban 
poor suffer from food access constraints due to high prices and 
low incomes. Moreover clashes and fighting continue in the 
region especially on the Mauritania-Mali border against al-
Qaeda militias (AQIM).

Refugees and IDPs 2007 2008 2009

Total in the country 30496 34139 38926

Total outside the country 34125 53421 52067

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 22/09/2010.

http://fenix.fao.org:8050/fenix-web/fenix/Fenix.html?openProjectDataset=436634156
http://fenix.fao.org:8050/fenix-web/fenix/Fenix.html?openProjectDataset=436634156
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/4a013eb06.html
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/4a013eb06.html
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Vegetation Condition

At the middle of the rainy season, normal to good conditions are 
observed throughout the country except for the provinces of 
Hodh El Gharbi and Assaba where poor to very poor conditions 
are observed. The general indicator of vegetation condition 
provided below is the relative difference between the NDVI for 
August 2010 and the average of the last 10 years, calculated on 
the agricultural zones derived from the GLOBCOVER database 
(2005).

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Food Security Situation Assessment

GIEWS estimates a situation of exceptional shortfall in 
aggregate food production in the short term; FEWSNET reports 
moderate food insecurity in west and central regions of the river 
valley. WFP describes very low hunger while IFPRI assesses 
serious hunger.
CURRENT EMERGENCY ASSESMENT
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in aggregate food 
production supplies

Widespread lack of 
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Severe localized 
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FAO/GIEWS
CPFS 2010

Despite some dryness in July and the first dekad of August, 
grazing conditions are now good across the country, in keeping 
with July s Outlook assumptions. The impact of government ag 
programs has permitted an expan ...more

FEWSNET

SCALE OF HUNGER
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Food Balance Sheet

Crops are still in the growing season and are due to be 
harvested at the end of November.  Cereal production for 2009/
10 marketing year (Nov/Oct) is estimated to be at 167,000 
tonnes, some 22% below the 2008/09 output, but nearly the 
same level as the 5 years average production. Import 
requirements for the current marketing year were at 514,000 
tonnes, slightly lower than the previous year ones.

Government Policies

The Government agricultural revitalization programme provided 
farm credit, distribution of free supplies of seeds and subsidies 
for farm inputs which have permitted an expansion of irrigated 
land. Moreover, during the Ramadan period the Government 
has opened the Ramadan-shops selling staple food at lower 
prices.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

Purchase of staple food at low prices.

Producer oriented measures Support to inputs for crop production.

Trade policy measures n.a.

Safety net (increased or introduced) n.a.

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

MAURITANIA: Fatwa alone will not stop FGM/C
MAURITANIA: Don’t abandon us, HIV-positive community tells donor...
MAURITANIA: Malnutrition has no season in Nouakchott
MAURITANIA: "As soon as my children get better I will go back to...

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org

Powered By the GIEWS Workstation

The Linking Information and Decision Making to Improve Food Security Programme is funded by the 
European Union and implemented by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.

http://mars.jrc.ec.europa.eu/mars/About-us/FOODSEC
http://mars.jrc.ec.europa.eu/mars/About-us/FOODSEC
http://www.fao.org/giews/english/hotspots/index.htm
http://www.fao.org/giews/english/hotspots/index.htm
http://v4.fews.net/pages/country.aspx?gb=mr&l=en
http://v4.fews.net/pages/country.aspx?gb=mr&l=en
http://www.fews.net
http://www.fews.net
http://www.wfp.org/hunger/mapFirefoxHTML%5CShell%5COpen%5CCommand
http://www.wfp.org/hunger/mapFirefoxHTML%5CShell%5COpen%5CCommand
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/ghi09.pdf
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/ghi09.pdf
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=87928
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=87928
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=86904
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=86904
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=86874
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=86874
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=86876
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=86876
http://lprapp08.fao.org/fenix-portal/
http://lprapp08.fao.org/fenix-portal/

