
1 

 

 

Key figures (to date)  

• 163,000 affected people (preliminary estimates from INGC)  

• 29,550 houses destroyed  

• 23,760 people hosted in accommodation centers throughout the province 

• 9 affected districts identified in Cabo Delgado and 5 in Nampula  

 

 

Highlights  

• Tropical Cyclone Kenneth which made landfall in Cabo Delgado on 25 April has left a trail of destruction in impacted areas.   

• To date, the cyclone has caused the death of at least five people in Pemba city, Macomia district and on Ibo Island, 

according to government reports.  

• In the districts of Quissanga, Macomia and Ibo, reports are that entire villages have been destroyed with communities left 

without shelter, food, crops and assets. Communication remains challenging in many coastal areas and access by boat to 

islands is difficult.   

• Loss of electricity as well as road damages have also been reported with at least one collapsed bridge reducing access to 

northern districts in the province. Schools and health centers have sustained damage as well.  

• On 25 April, WFP finalized the distribution of a one-month ration of maize, pulses, oil and salt to 1,900 people in Palma and 

4,000 people at risk in Mocimba de Praia, meeting their immediate food needs in the aftermath of the cyclone.   

• A Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) aircraft was made available on 27 April to fly along coastal cities of Cabo Delgado and 

the islands north of Ibo to assess impact. The rapid aerial assessment carried out by the National Institute of Disaster 

Management (INGC), MAF, WFP, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the World Health 

Organization (WHO) reported massive damages.   

• On 27 April, the Prime Minister Carlos Agostinho de Rosario, accompanied by the Governor of Cabo Delgado, the Minister 

of State Administration and INGC Director General visited accommodation centers in Pemba. The delegation is scheduled 

to fly over the cyclone-affected districts of Ibo, Mocimba Da Praia and Macomia on 28 April.  

• WFP, via its partner in Macomia, has initiated food distributions and, on 28 April, is making available from Beira an MI-8 

helicopter to operate in inaccessible areas.  

Cyclone Kenneth - Mozambique  
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Districts potentially affected by the floods. Assia Suleimane standing in front of her destroyed house where 

she used to live with seven members of her family in Macomia. 

town. 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/tez260wz22f7q85/AACfYiioN5qgQgmoVkgEdHb5a/PNG?dl=0&subfolder_nav_tracking=1
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/tez260wz22f7q85/AACfYiioN5qgQgmoVkgEdHb5a/PNG?dl=0&subfolder_nav_tracking=1
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Situation Update  

• It is the first time in recorded history that the country has experienced 

two tropical cyclones in the same season. This cyclone may give rise to 

flash floods, landslides and extensive river flooding as heavy rains 

continue.   

• The government reported that thousands of hectares of agricultural 

land have been destroyed, nearing and at harvest time, which will 

affect the food security in months to come.  

• INGC preliminary reports indicate that the districts of Ibo, Macomia 

and Quissanga are the most affected with 90% of infrastructure 

reported to be severely compromised on Ibo islands. Further 

government rapid assessments are underway, and priority has been 

given to these areas.  

• INGC has indicated that 23,670 people are being hosted in 

accommodation centers prepared by the government in the districts 

of Pemba, Quissanga, Mocimboa da Praia and Metuge.  

• In Pemba city, 11 accommodation centers have been established in 

schools, churches and sports facilities to host 4,507 people, including 

1,000 children.   

• Initial reports from Nampula province indicate that another 42,000 

people have been displaced owing to rains and flooding (figures are to 

be confirmed). Government authorities are currently evacuating 

populations from high risk areas in Nacala and Nacala Velha districts 

and some 42,000 people (to be confirmed) have been displaced by heavy rains and flooding.  

Rapid Assessment missions  

Aerial survey along the coast: 

• On 27 April, a rapid aerial joint assessment undertaken by MAF together with INGC, WFP, OCHA and WHO flew over the 

coastal areas of Macomia, Ibo and Quissanga where communities are stranded and in need of assistance.   

• The areas assessed by air show extensive destruction with villages erased, people left without shelter, and loss of assets, 

crops and food. Islands such as Quirimba, Ibo, Matemo and Tambuzi are left isolated with no boats to reach land.  

• The situation in villages along the coast is similar, in locations such as Ponta Pangane and Mucojo. 

Macomia: 

• A joint WFP/UNICEF mission was deployed to the district of 

Macomia on 26 April to rapidly assess the situation and 

organize food assistance. The mission reported fallen power 

poles, uprooted trees, limited road access and damage to 

power networks. Administrative authorities in Macomia also 

confirmed major infrastructural damage including the 

destruction of a bank, a gas station and markets. Staple 

crops including cassava and beans are also affected. Owing 

to the destruction of housing, people have taken shelter in 

schools and churches.  

Hydrological and meteorological updates 

• Rains continue in Mocimboa da Praia, Macomia and Ibo districts and government reported difficulties in accessing 

the northern districts of Cabo Delgado.  

• The districts of Pemba, Mecufi and Memba are forecasted to receive up to 200mm of rain; even if less than the 

recorded rainfall in the last 3-4 days, it still entails risks of flooding in the coming few days.  

• The Megaruma Basin is at risk, as are the low-lying areas of the Mecufi and Chiure districs. Access between the 

districts may be interrupted.  

• An alert has also been issued by the Directorate for Hydrological Management regarding the Messalo river 

potentially affecting the districts of Macomia and Muidumbe.  

 

A village washed away in Matemo Island 

A village destroyed in Mucojo area  
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Access  

• Access via the N243 road, linking 

Macomia to the northern 

districts of Muidumbe, 

Mocimboa, Palma, Mueda and 

Nangade, has been hindered by 

the bursting of Muagamula river.  

• A section of about 2 km of the 

R767 road linking Montepuez to 

Meluco collapsed, making it 

impassible.  

 

 

 

 

WFP Response  

• Prior to the cyclone, a one-month ration of maize, pulses, oil and salt had been distributed to 1,900 people in Palma and 

4,000 people at risk in Mocimba de Praia, meeting their food needs in the immediate aftermath.   

• WFP, via its partner in Macomia, has initiated food distributions in that district.  

• INGC food distributions started on 27 April to families who took refuge in schools and churches in Pemba.  

• WFP dispatched 550 kg of beans to complement government distributions expected to begin shortly to some 4,500 people 

living in accommodation centers in Pemba. WFP is planning to complement this distribution with 2 mt of maize meal.  

• Depending on weather conditions on 28 April, MAF may airlift 800 kg of maize meal to Ibo Islands to complement 

government food distributions of pulses and oil.   

• Owing to its on-going operation in the province, WFP had already positioned 577 mt of mixed commodities and 

agreements in place with cooperating partners on the ground (AMA and SEPPA), as well as a network of transporters (land 

and sea). This will facilitate quick expansion of assistance to Macomia and other affected districts.  

• WFP is bringing 18 mt of High Energy Biscuits (HEBs) and 4 mt of Ready-to Use Supplementary Food (RUSF) from Beira. 

These commodities should arrive within 48 hours. 105 mt of rice will also be dispatched from Nacala, with 90 mt arriving 

on 28 April. An additional 700 mt of rice is being purchased in Nacala for immediate delivery.  

• WFP is securing an agreement with a milling facility as the government is asking that all corn be milled. WFP also has 2 

Wiikhalls (mobile storage units) in stock and will support the government and humanitarian responders with additional 

storage capacity over the coming days.   

• A WFP-chartered MI-8 helicopter is due to arrive on 28 April to enable humanitarian response in inaccessible areas.  

• Prior to the cyclone, WFP counted had a presence of some 15 staff at its sub-office in Pemba. Five additional staff were 

deployed ahead of the cyclone’s landfall and at least 12 other staff members are being deployed for the response. The 

Emergency Coordinator will take up his position in Pemba on 28 April.  

• WFP is also ready to provide assistance to flood affected populations in Nampula, should it be required.  

Humanitarian Coordination 

• WFP is working in close coordination with government counterparts and other humanitarian organizations in coordinating 

overall response efforts.   

• Other UN agencies and humanitarian organizations such as Soildarmed, Diocese of Pemba, FH association, the 

International Organization for Migration (IOM), UNICEF, the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), F.WIWANANA, Ayuda en accon, 

Helvetas, AVSI and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) have joined the provincial humanitarian team in 

Pemba. Teams with supplies, equipment and transport vehicles have been pre-positioned and are ready to deploy to 

prioritized areas.  

• MAF has offered to provide telecommunication equipment to locations disconnected due to the impact of the cyclone and 

will coordinate with INGC and WFP.  

• WFP is engaging with cooperating partners to assist the cyclone-affected districts that were previously not part of its 

humanitarian assistance in the province.   


