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Tropical Cyclone Ian hit Tonga on January 
10, 2014.  The category four cyclone 
brought winds of up to 270km/h as it 
passed over the Pacific island nation, 
causing complete destruction to the 
northern islands of Ha’apai.

In the five months since the cyclone,  
Oxfam has made a positive impact in the 
lives of those who were hit hardest, thanks 
to the generosity of our supporters and the 
New Zealand Aid Programme.  

Oxfam and our partner, the Tonga National 
Youth Congress (TNYC), are working hard 
to ensure that the people of Tonga can 
recover as quickly as possible.  

In the immediate aftermath of the cyclone, 
Oxfam launched a three-pronged response: 
enabling access to safe water, ensuring 
sanitation needs are met, and helping 
people recover their livelihoods so they 
can earn a living and support themselves 

and their families. Our response focused on 
the areas of Mo’unga’one, Muitoa, Ha’ano, 
Pukotala, Fakakakai and Lotofoa.

Oxfam is the only external partner still 
working on the ground with the TNYC team 
in Ha’apai to complete the Cyclone Ian 
disaster esponse.

Highlights
Oxfam’s disaster relief programme has 
achieved some significant results:  
damaged latrines have been repaired and 
drinking water needs have been met. Three 
Virgin Coconut Oil (VCO) sites have been 
repaired and VCO is in production again, 
meaning people have resumed earning a 
living.  

              DRINKING WATER

Access to clean, safe water is essential to 
prevent the breakout of diseases such as 
cholera, typhoid and diarrhoea. 

• Oxfam istalled 13 water bladders 
to provide emergency water in the 
immediate aftermath.

• Damaged rain water tanks were 
repaired and cleaned so that rain-water 
harvesting could be resumed as a long 
term, sustainable water source. 

• We distributed more than 42,300 litres of 
water from three desalination units. 

• An estimated 1,400 people (100 
households in Kauvai, 20 in Mo’unga’one 
and five in Lotofoa) benefitted from water 
provided by the desalination units.  

• Folllowing a request from the Governor of 
Ha’apai, Oxfam connected a  
240L/hour desalination unit to Pangai’s 
main water supply tank. 

• We also installed a 240L/hour 
desalination unit in Kauvai and an 80L/
hour unit in Mo’unga’one. 

Rebuilding a Virgin Coconut Oil site in Ha’apai.  
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“It is always great to see 
children and adults coming 
and getting water ... we are 
providing clean water and 
it’s a joy knowing that we are 
helping others through our 
programmes.“ 
—Mausa Halahala, TNYC Field Officer
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              EMERGENCY HYGIENE KITS 

• All 138 households in Mo’unga’one and 
Kauvai received hygiene kits within the 
first two weeks of the response. 

• The kits contained basic essentials 
including toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
nappies, a water jug, washing and 
cooking bowls, sanitary pads, soap, 
Dettol and mosquito coils.

              SANITATION

• Oxfam and TNYC repaired ten damaged 
toilet huts in Mo’unga’one with tarpaulins 
provided by the Tonga Red Cross.     

• We ran health and hygiene promotion 
workshops to prevent the spread of 
disease.

              SEEDS AND FISHING

A strong component of Oxfam’s emergency 
response work is to help communities build 
back better. This includes ensuring people 
have sustainable livelihoods. 

• Oxfam and TNYC planted 10,000 organic 
vegetable seedlings (tomatoes, pak 
choy, cabbage and onions).

• We established a temporary greenhouse 
as a nursery in addition to using an 

existing greenhouse provided by the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food, Fisheries & 
Forestry (MAFFF).

• A locally-made fertiliser using cattle 
manure was prepared whilst waiting for 
commercial organic fertliser to arrive 
from Auckland.  

• We distributed farming tools including 
bush knives and spades.

• We supplied organic pesticides and 
distributed 50 drip irrigation systems.

• We also provided fishing nets to local 
fishermen.

             VIRGIN COCONUT OIL

The repairs on Mo’unga’one and Kauvai 
VCO sites were completed in late March 
and coconut oil production has resumed.
The Lotofoa VCO site has been partially 
repaired and we are waiting for final 
additional materials before the repairs can 
be completed. 

The repair and re-establishment of the VCO 
sites is a huge achievement, particularly 
as the transportation of materials was 
expensive and hampered by bad weather.   

Next Steps
Oxfam has carried out 15 monitoring trips 
to Ha’apai and continues to work closely 
with TNYC to finish the repairs to toilets in 
Mo’unga’one and Kauvai. 

We are also awaiting materials to finish 
repairs to Lotofoa VCO site. 

In consultation with local communities, 
Oxfam and TNYC will ensure the desalination 
units are ready for deployment in future 
Pacific emergencies.

In NUMBERS 
138 hygiene kits distributed

270 kilometres per hour — the 
windspeed reached by Cyclone Ian

1400 people who are benefitting from 
clean water in  Ha’apai 

10,000 organic seedlings planted

42,300 litres of clean water has been 
distributed

Children in Kauvai village collect water from  
a desalination unit provided by Oxfam.  
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