
 
 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to  
Coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises.  

We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all.  
www.unocha.org/somalia 

 

Highlights 

 
• Humanitarian partners have scaled up assistance to people affected by Cyclone Gati in Bari region of Puntland. As of 

8 December, over 78,000 affected people are receiving some form of humanitarian assistance. 
 

• Iskushuban district was the epicentre with about 60,000 people directly affected. Bossaso district was the second 
worst affected with about 40,000 people affected by flash floods, of whom 90 per cent were IDPs and refugees.  
 

• Humanitarians and local government authorities are scaling up responses to the affected people in terms of food, 
health, nutrition, emergency shelter, protection services, CCCM services and WASH supplies.  

 

Situation overview 
Humanitarian partners have scaled up the 
delivery of assistance to people who were 
recently affected by Cyclone Gati in 
Puntland. As of 8 December, over 78,000 
out of 101,000 people affected by the 
cyclone have received targeted 
humanitarian assistance from authorities 
and partners.  
 
Nine people were killed by the cyclone 
besides loss of livelihood assets, death of 
livestock, damaged buildings and 
inf rastructures, damage to farms and 
f ishing equipment. WFP reported that 
transport services in the main supply 
corridors linking Bossaso and main towns 
along the coast of Bari are facing 
challenges and have been disrupted in 
some locations due to the effects of the 
cyclone. 
 
In Iskushuban district, which was the epicentre, an estimated 60,000 people were directly affected mostly in Xaafuun 
peninsula, Coon and Noobir area. Bossaso district was the second worst affected with an estimated 40,000 people 
af fected by flash floods following rains that lasted more than 24 hours, almost 90 per cent of whom were IDPs and 
refugees living in flood prone areas of Bossaso town. Other affected areas include the coastal towns of Xaafun, Bargaal 
and Qandala with a total estimated affected population of 20,000 people.  
 
The assessment teams recommended provision of emergency relief food including nutrition food for children and mothers 
for two to three months for 16,000 households and emergency shelter assistance targeting about 10,000 households whose 
houses and makeshift shelters were damaged by the cyclone or f loods, among other things. They also recommended 
unconditional cash assistance to the most vulnerable affected populations including those who have lost their livelihoods 
and grants for restoring lost small business in the IDP settlements and other vulnerable groups including small scale traders 
in other af fected areas. 
 
Cyclone Gati made landfall in Bari region of  Puntland on 22 November, af fecting 120,000 people across Bari region in 
Puntland of  whom 42,100 people were temporarily displaced. Those displaced have since returned to their homes and 
settlements.  
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Areas and access roads in Bari region affected by Cyclone Gati. Source: UNOSAT 
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Humanitarian coordination and response 
Coordination 
The Inter Ministerial Committee on Cyclone Gati response and 
humanitarian partners are holding weekly meetings to plan and 
take stock of the response. The Puntland Inter-Cluster 
Coordination Group also holding weekly meetings on gap analysis 
and response. In addition, respective clusters are conducting their 
cluster meetings in in the field both in Bossaso and Garowe to 
take stock of the ongoing responses and analyse the gaps.  
 
Access challenges 
Cyclone Gati has exacerbated existing physical access challenges 
in Bari region. Xaafuun is the main affected area but can be reached 
quickly with supplies f rom Bossaso via the sea. The floods 
associated to the cyclone affected access roads to Xaafuun and 
only large plus four-wheel drive vehicles can attempt to use it. The 
access roads between Hashira to Xaafuun, Xaafuun to Dul Xaafuun 
and Baarmadowe and surrounding villages were cut. Prices of  
basic commodities including food have increased by about 10-15 
per cent over the past one week because less commodities are 
reaching the markets especially in the areas of  Xaafuun, Dul 
Xaafuun, Karduush and Hurdiya.  

 
Cluster responses 
 
Health/Nutrition  
A total of  46,600 households are planned to receive assistance from Health and Nutrition Cluster partners in Iskushuban 
and Bossaso districts. UNICEF is providing health/nutrition supplies to 72,000 people in Bossaso through an ongoing project 
implemented by a local NGO partner, Integrated Service for Displaced Population (ISDP). Save the Children International 
is providing mobile health and nutrition services in Iskushuban.  
 
Food Security and Livelihoods 
WFP has allocated food assistance targeting 9,000 af fected households (54,000 people). Care International and Danish 
Refugee Council will provide cash assistance for food to 600 and 500 households, respectively. FAO is working to 
distributing 130 sets of fishing gears and 15 outboard engines to f isher communities in Hurdiya and Xaafuun, in close 
coordination with the Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources of Puntland. Unconditional cash transfers to 800 fisheries 
households in hardest hit areas of Iskushban and Bossaso for a period of three months is planned and will be rolled out 
soon. The cluster is planning to scale up the assistance as more resources are secured.  
 
Shelter and Non-Food Items (NFIs) 
The Shelter Cluster is targeting 10,000 households. So far, partners are responding with emergency shelter needs of 
4,250 households (25,500) people in the cyclone affected areas. UNHCR has 500 NFI kits and cash for emergency 
shelter support to 2000 households while Save the Children International and IOM are responding with 250 and 1500 NFI 
kits respectively. IRC is distributing NFIs and WASH items for 160 households in Bossaso district to affected 
communities. The gap for those targeted with emergency shelter assistance now stands at around 57 per cent (5,750 
households). 
 
WASH Cluster 
The WASH Cluster is targeting all the 120,000 af fected people. So far, WASH Cluster partners are reaching over 38,000 
people with hygiene kits and other related supplies in Xaafuun and Bossaso and are planning a scale up with additional 
emergency WASH services. Cluster estimates indicate a shortage of resources to reach 72 per cent of the affected people. 
The af fected communities have asked for quick response to rehabilitate community water facilities instead of providing 
water trucking. 
 
CCCM Cluster 

A fishing vessel damaged by Cyclone Gati in Xaafuun 

Photo: FAO. 
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A local partner, KAALO, will be managing CCCM site maintenance and improvement activities in 10 flood affected IDP 
sites within Bossaso, reaching a total of 26,172 people.  
 
Logistics Cluster 
The Logistics Cluster has facilitated the delivery of six metric tonnes of NFI kits from Mogadishu to Bossaso. The cluster is  
supporting requests for transport and airlifting of humanitarian relief to the nearest point of need.  The 10-day exemption 
granted by the Puntland authorities on expedited clearance of humanitarian cargo expired on 7 December but they have 
promised to continue supporting clearance of all incoming humanitarian cargo intended for cyclone affected communities.  
 
Child Protection 
Child Protection partners are operating four safe houses and four child protection desks in af fected locations in Bossaso, 
receiving children who have experienced violence due to disaster. In conjunction with Child Protection partners , UNICEF 
has deployed 23 trained social workers in Bossaso and Iskushuban to provide case management services including 
psychosocial support and referrals as well as share information/raise awareness with identified children and caregivers. 
Some 35 separated children have been reunified with their families. Save the Children is planning to put up four temporary 
child f riendly spaces in the affected locations. The Cluster partners are doing protection monitoring in the affected areas.  
 

Humanitarian needs and gaps 
Most of the affected communities are seeking assistance to help them revive their livelihoods especially in terms of 
livestock restocking, repair of damaged fishing boats or purchase of new ones, business grants for affected petty traders 
and rehabilitation of damaged schools, health facilities and water supply systems. The surviving livestock need 
vaccination against common diseases that invade animals after such a phenomenon. There is urgent need to bury the 
dead livestock to avert other secondary diseases to both humans and livestock.  
 
Protection, Education, CCCM and WASH clusters partners are mobilising resources but there is a 58 per cent gap in 
emergency shelter and NFIs for 5,780 households. There is also a gap for food relief  assistance of about 30 per cent to 
cater for about 5000 households in cyclone affected areas.  
 
A number of  sick children and possible increase of malnutrition cases have been reported among women and children in 
the af fected areas. Malnutrition rates in Cyclones Gati hit areas and caseloads of malnourished children admitted to nutrition 
centers were already a concern due to recurrent outbreaks of AWD and other factors.  
 
The health facilities under Xaafuun district that were affected with roofs being blown away and walls collapsing to Xaafuun 
rural health clinic and Dardaare public health unit, as well cyclone damaged WASH at health facilities (Berkeds and toilets 
of  Xaafuun and Hurdiye health centres. There is concern over a possible increase in water borne/related and communicable 
diseases such as malaria, cholera, respiratory infection including pneumonia for children and skin diseases due to pollution 
of  water sources and disrupted sanitation system. The stagnant waters in Hurdiye, Foocaar and Dardaare could form 
breeding sites for mosquitos. 
 
Handwashing facilities are scarce, and many people do not practice COVID-19 prevention measures. A significant number 
of  af fected people are without access to safe drinking water as f lash f loods destroyed WASH inf rastructure and 
contaminated water sources in different areas.  
 
The 26 classrooms damaged by the cyclone affecting almost 700 school children need urgent repair. Assistance is also 
needed to repair damaged schools and other services in schools such as water and sanitation systems.   
 
Child Protection partner presence is largely limited in Bossaso and Iskushuban towns with limited outreach to rural areas 
af fected by the cyclone where the services may be needed.  

For further information, please contact:  

 
Ogoso, Erich Opolot, Head of Public Information, ogoso@un.org, Tel: +252 720 766 587 

Yahya Dahiye, Public Information Officer, yahya.dahiye@un.org, Tel: +252 618 180926 
 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/Somalia | www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/somalia | Twitter: @OCHASom | Facebook: 

UNOCHA   
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