
 
 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to 
Coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises.  

We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all.  
www.unocha.org/somalia 

 

Highlights 

 
• Assessments in Puntland show that over 120,000 people were af fected by Cyclone Gati in the districts of Bossaso, 

Xaafuun, Hurdiya, Gumbax and Iskushuban, of 42,100 were temporarily displaced from their homes. 
 

• As of  3 December, 12,650 households (75,900 people) af fected by the cyclone are receiving targeted humanitarian 
assistance ranging from emergency shelter, non-food items, health and nutrition services. 

 
• Most af fected people are seeking assistance to restore their lives and livelihoods, especially restocking of livestock 

among the pastoralists, repair of  damaged f ishing gear and provision of  small grants for af fected business people. 
Assistance is also needed to repair damaged schools, water supply systems, health facilities and roads. 
 

• About 50 per cent of people who were displaced need emergency shelter assistance, while about 80 per cent will 

need food assistance for some weeks after the cyclone. 
 

Situation overview 
Tropical Cyclone Gati made landfall in Bari 
region of  Puntland on 22 November and 
dissipated in the evening of  25 November. 
But moderate and light showers associated 
with the storm continue.  
 
Assessments by humanitarian partners 
conducted f rom 26 November to 2 
December on the impact of the cyclone have 
been completed. Preliminary f indings 
indicate over 120,000 people were af fected 
in the districts of Bossaso, Xaafuun, Hurdiya, 
Gumbax and Iskushuban, including nine 
killed and 42,100 temporarily displaced. 
Those displaced have since returned to their 
homes, despite damage and destruction to 
their residences and settlements. 
 
Across the impacted districts, 37,762 people 
were af fected in Bossaso district, including 
IDPs, refugees and host communities; 
21,360 people in Xaafuun; 42,720 people in Iskushuban town and surrounding areas;  and 15,300 people in the villages 
within the sub-district of Bargaal and Gumbax. In addition, health and WASH facilities in Xaafuun and Hurdiye were 
damaged, including latrines, berkeds (sub-surface water tanks) and other water storage facilities. 
 
The cyclone totally or partially destroyed the livelihoods of scores of pastoralists, f ishermen, businessmen and other rural 
dwellers, including about 120 petty traders, in the towns of Xaafuun, Hurdiya, Garduush, Foocaar, Baarmadoobe, Gumbax, 
Dardaare, Adayo and Bargaal. An estimated 4,500 households lost  all or part of  their livestock. Food Security and 
Livelihoods teams estimate that 30,000 heads of  livestock (mainly  goats and sheep) were killed in Xubabays, Taageer, 
Muudiye, Qorohad, Gumbax, Dharoor, Ufeyn, Dharjaale, Balidhidin, Xandha, Bargaal, Xaafun, Hurdiya, Garduush, 
Foocaar, Baarmadoobe, Xandha, Garan hoose, Laamiya, Dardaare and Garan Sare areas.  
 
Some 567 people who depend on f ishing especially in the towns Xaafaun, Hurdiya, Garduush, Foocaar, Baarmadoobe, 
Gumax, Dardaare and Taageer were also af fected. Eight large f ishing boats and 120 smaller f ishing vessels were either 
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Areas of Bari region that were affected by Tropical Cyclone Gati. Source: UNOSAT 
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partially damaged, completely destroyed or are missing. Most of these vessels were at sea loaded with fish products and 
fuel when the cyclone hit. Farms and crops for 345 small-scale farmers were destroyed in Xubabays, Taageer, Muudiye, 
Qorohad, Gumbax, Xandha, Bargaal, Xaafuun, Hurdiya, Garduush, Foocaar, Baarmadoobe, Xandha, Ufeyn, Dharoor, 
Garan hoose, Laamiya, Dharoor, Iskushuban town and Noobir areas. The cyclone damaged 26 classrooms in Xaafuun, 
Hurdiya, Garduush, Foocaar, Gumbax and Dardaare, affecting almost 700 school children.  
 
Floods associated with Cyclone Gati have affected direct road access to Xaafuun. The roads between Hashira to Xaafuun, 
Xaafuun to Dul Xaafuun and Baarmadowe and surrounding villages have been damaged and heavy trucks will find it difficult 
to pass through. Due to access difficulties, less commodities are reaching the markets. As a result, prices of basic items 
including food have increased by about 10-15 per cent in the past week, especially in Xaafuun, Dul Xaafuun, Karduush and 
Hurdiya. Currently, the recommended access to the affected areas for humanitarian relief is by boat through the sea from 
Bossaso.  

Humanitarian coordination and response 
In Xaafuun and Hurdiye, the local community has attempted to fix some of the damaged water facilities using available local 
resources.  
 
Ef forts are underway by humanitarian partners to 
restore health and nutrition services disrupted in 
the af fected areas, especially in Xaafuun and 
Hurdiya where there were ongoing outpatient 
therapeutic feeding programs, infant and young 
child feeding, as well as maternal and child health 
and nutrition interventions.  
 
As of  3 December, 12,650 households (75,900 
people) af fected by the cyclone are receiving 
targeted humanitarian assistance ranging from 
emergency shelter, non-food items (NFIs), health 
and nutrition services. The response targets 
12,000 households in Bossaso IDP settlements 
and 650 households in Iskushuban and Caluula 
districts.  
 
WASH, Shelter/NFIs, Food Security, Health and Nutrition partners on the ground plan to assist 57,271 households (19,207 
in Bossaso and 35,764 in Iskushuban and Calula districts). Of these, 13,247 households will be targeted with WASH 
services while another 7,074 households will be reached with relief food assistance via in-kind support or through cash or 
voucher systems. 
 
Health and Nutrition partners plan to reach at least 32,000 affected households directly or indirectly with targeted services.   
The Inter-Ministerial Committee on Response to Cyclone Gati and humanitarian partners in Garowe are meeting on 5 
December to take stock of ongoing responses and identify gaps.  
 
The f irst humanitarian cargo aircraft that was facilitated by the Logistics Cluster carrying 6 MT of  supplies for the cyclone 
af fected landed in Bossaso on 3 December. The supplies will benefit from the agreed fast track clearance process in order 
to reach the beneficiaries early. Additional flights are planned for the coming week. 

Humanitarian needs and gaps 
Most af fected people are seeking assistance to restore their lives and livelihoods, especially restocking of  
livestock among the pastoralists, repair of damaged fishing gear and provision of equipment for affected communities, and 
small grants for affected businesses.  In Xaafuun, Bargaal, Hurdiya and Iskushuban districts, the worst affected communities 
have appealed for livelihoods support.  
 
Information from humanitarian partners indicates that the planned and ongoing assistance is adequate for less than 50 per 
cent of  the af fected population. More support is required to meet priority short-term needs including food, emergency 
shelter/NFIs and WASH assistance. Support is also needed to repair damaged schools, water supply systems, health 

People wading through flooded streets in Bossaso. Photo: Bari Governor’s 

Office. 
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facilities and roads. People temporarily displaced need support to rebuild their damaged homes and makeshift shelters. 
Preliminary estimates indicate about 50 per cent of  the temporarily displaced population need s emergency shelter 
assistance, while about 80 per cent will need food assistance for some weeks after the cyclone. 
 
Livestock losses in the affected villages were mainly due to heavy rains, storms and winds, which will lead to the spread of 
respiratory diseases in existing herds. To avoid the further spread of diseases, especially in the current winter and windy 
season in Puntland, urgent veterinary services to treat sick animals and boost their immunity are critical. 
 
In addition, partners report that the cyclone has further negatively af fected the house-to-house mass screening of  
malnutrition cases in the affected areas, which was already under strain due to COVID-19.  

For further information, please contact:  

 
Ogoso, Erich Opolot, Head of Public Information, ogoso@un.org, Tel: +252 720 766 587 

Yahya Dahiye, Public Information Officer, yahya.dahiye@un.org, Tel: +252 618 180926 
 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/Somalia | www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/somalia | Twitter: @OCHASom | Facebook: 

UNOCHA   
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