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Highlights 

 

• Tropical Cyclone Gati is expected to dissipate in the coming hours, leaving a trail of destruction especially in Bari region. 
 

• According to Puntland authorities, an estimated 66,000 people among the 180,000 affected will need direct 
humanitarian assistance. 
 

• An inter-ministerial committee and humanitarian partners recommend lifesaving assistance as Cluster partners start 
responding with the few emergency stocks available. 

 

Situation overview 
Tropical Cyclone Gati has weakened and is 
expected to dissipate in the coming hours, leaving 
a trail of physical and economic damage especially 
in Bari region. According to estimates compiled by 
Puntland authorities, the cyclone has affected 
about 180,000 people including fishermen, 
pastoralists, farmers, traders  and other vulnerable 
groups, such as refugees and IDPs.  

An estimated 42,000 people were displaced mainly 
in Bossaso, Xaafuun and Hurdiya towns. Of these, 
27,000 abandoned their homes temporarily after 
moderate to heavy rains that lasted for more than 
24 hours flooded Bossaso town and surrounding. 

Puntland authorities estimate that 66,000 people 
among those affected will need some form of direct 
humanitarian assistance, including for livelihoods. 
Support is also needed to repair and clear blocked 
roads to reach affected people as well as fix 
damaged water supply infrastructure in the towns 
and schools. The road connecting Xaafuun and 
Hurdiye and the feeder roads between Iskushuban 
and Hurdiye are impassable due to flash floods and 
deluge.   

In Somaliland, the meteorological department of the 
Ministry of Agriculture reported rains in Badhan (60 
mm), Ceerigabo (35 mm) and Ceel Afweyn (8.5mm) on 23 and 24 November. The department forecasts that rains will 
continue in Somaliland for the next four days, with some coastal areas in Berbera district in Wogooyi Galbeel region and 
Zeylac district in Awdal region expected to receive moderate rains (20-40 mm). 

According to FAO’s Somalia Water and Land Information Management (FAO-SWALIM), rainfall amounts and wind speeds 
have reduced in the last 24 hours in many areas along the storm path. This trend is expected to continue as the storm gets 
weaker, and the situation is expected to stabilize thereafter. The rainfall forecast for Somaliland and Puntland is calling for 
moderate rains in the next couple of days and a reduction towards the end of the week.  

 

Somalia 
Tropical Cyclone Gati Update #3 
As of 25 November 2020 

Areas of Somalia that have been affected by Tropical Cyclone Gati. 
Source: OCHA 

https://www.faoswalim.org/resources/site_files/Tropical_Storm_Update_24112020.pdf?utm_source=SWALIM+Mailing+List&utm_campaign=f2f0221aec-Somalia_Rainfall_Forecast_13_11_2017_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_24f1202523-f2f0221aec-334692661
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Humanitarian coordination and response 

A joint meeting between the government inter-
ministerial committee and humanitarian partners 
on 24 November recommended lifesaving 
humanitarian assistance in terms of food, 
emergency shelter and NFIs, water, sanitation and 
health services in parallel to ongoing assessments.  

An inter-agency assessment to establish the 
extent of flooding in Bossaso started on 24 
November. The rest of the affected areas will be 
assessed in the coming days once road access is 
possible.  

WASH, Shelter, Health and Food Security Cluster 
partners have started responding with the few 
emergency stocks available to those severely 
affected in accessible area, such as Bossaso. The 
authorities in Puntland have appealed for the 
allocation of more resources to respond to the 
situation. 

On 24 November, the WASH Cluster requested the Logistics Cluster for air assets to transport relief items from Mogadishu 
to Bossaso. The Logistics Cluster is following up the matter. OCHA is also following up with the authorities in Puntland to 
shorten the period it takes to secure approval for cargo arriving at Bossaso airport – at present, it takes about 10 days.  

The Somali Red Crescent Society reports that around 200 families living close to the seashore in Maydh, a coastal town in 
Ceerigaabo district, Sanaag region, were evacuated to a health centre, customs office and a school in the town. 

Humanitarian needs and gaps 
FAO-SWALIM reported that more than 700 houses 
were destroyed, several boats and fishing gear 
damaged, and a large number of livestock lost. 

FAO noted that the heavy rains could impact the 
desert locust situation, allowing immature swarms 
still present near Hargeisa and Jijiga, Ethiopia to 
rapidly complete their maturation and lay eggs. 
Winds associated with the cyclone may have also 
allowed locust swarms to move southeast to the 
Ogaden, where they could mature and lay eggs in 
current breeding areas. 

 

 

A house damaged by Cyclone Gati in Xaafuun district. Photo: OCHA 

For further information, please contact:  
 

Ogoso, Erich Opolot, Head of Public Information, ogoso@un.org, Tel: +252 616 548 007 
Yahya Dahiye, Public Information Officer, yahya.dahiye@un.org, Tel: +252 618 180926 
Mursal Ali, Public Information Officer, mursalali@un.org, Tel: +252 615 679998 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/Somalia | www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/somalia | Twitter: @OCHASom | Facebook: 
UNOCHA   

A boat damaged by Cyclone Gati in Xaafuun district. Photo: OCHA 
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