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This report is produced by Office of the Resident Coordinator Costa Rica in collaboration with UNHCR and IOM. It covers the period from 18 to 
19 November 2015. The next report will be issued on or around 20 Nov. 

Highlights 
 

 As of 19 November, 12pm, National Commission for 
Risk Prevention and Emergency Care Costa Rica 
(CNE in its Spanish acronym) reported 400 Cuban 
migrants in Peñas Blancas border facility and 1,320 
migrants in 7 shelters. 

 As of 19 November at 12pm, the government 
reported that the situation was under control and 
had sufficient funding and supplies. 

 UNCT has had a series of meeting with the 
government and Costa Rica Red Cross.  

 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Situation Overview 
The border with Nicaragua is still closed, while there is a continuous inflow of Cuban migrants to Costa Rica from 
the border with Panama.  
 
The government released a statement today confirming that CNE has the operational structure which guarantees 
the continuous supply of goods to the regional and local warehouses. CNE also stated that it has the fund of 
₡4,000,000,000 (approximately $7,525,440) to meet the urgent needs in case another emergency situation 
emerges.  
 
High level government commission including Mr. Carlos Alvarado (Minister of Human Development and Social 
Inclusion) and Ms. Ana Gabriela Zuñiga (Vice Minister of the Presidency) is present in the border municipality of La 
Cruz, visiting the shelters and assessing the local needs. 
 
During the meeting the Central American Integration System (SICA), the foreign ministers of the region agreed to 
hold a meeting of Council of Foreign Affairs of SICA in El Salvador on Nov 24 to address the situation of Cuban 
migrants in the region. 
 
Number of Cuban Migrants in Shelters (La Cruz and Liberia, province of Guanacaste): 

 According to CNE, as of 12:00pm November 18, there were 1320 Cubans in 7 shelters: 
 

Number of Cuban Migrants in Peñas Blancas (border with Nicaragua):  

 According to CNE, there were 400 Cubans in the border facility. 
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Background on the crisis 
On Sunday November 15th 2015, Military of Nicaragua sent back Cuban migrants that entered Nicaragua through Peñas Blancas, the 
border town of Costa Rica, to the Costa Rica territory. These Cuban migrants are supposedly in transit to the U.S. to benefit from the U.S. 
immigration policy in place for the Cubans that allows Cuban migrants to stay legal in the U.S. once they enter the U.S. territory. After the 
closure of the border on November 15th, Cuban migrants have been staying in the border area (The border facility in Peñas Blancas and the 

shelters in the municipality of La Cruz and Liberia).  

 
Number of Cuban Migrants in Paso Canoas (border with Panama):  

 According to the local press report (Teletica), 130 Cuban migrants obtained the temporary visa on 
Wednesday November 18. This visa allows Cuban migrants to stay in Costa Rica for seven days. 

 Ministry of Communication reported that 120 additional temporary visas were issued today.  

General Coordination 
UN Country Team had a series of meetings with the government and the Costa Rica Red Cross yesterday and 
today to discuss the coordination and the needs. During the meeting with the government informed that the Ministry 
of Presidency would be the focal point for the U.N. UN Country team is also closely coordinating with OCHA-
ROLAC. 
 
The UNCT assistance coordination support team in the north, represented by IOM staff, will be augmented 
tomorrow by the arrival of one IT specialist to strengthen digital data collection and analysis. 
 
 
 
 

For further information, please contact:  

Daichi Tsuchihashi, Coordination Specialist, daichi.tsuchihashi@one.un.org, Tel: +506 2296 1544, Cell +506 8417 1634 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int.  

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: daichi.tsuchihashi@one.un.org 
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