
National Context:
• The districts with COVID-19 active positive cases are 76 out 

of 77, with 645 deaths, and a total of 111,802 COVID-19 pos-
itive cases. The Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) has 
directed all the hospitals in the Kathmandu Valley to postpone 
all non-emergency surgeries for the time being; and instruct-
ed to perform regular surgeries only after the COVID-19 
infection is under control. The Ministry has also stated that 
all government hospitals in the valley will be made COVID 
hospitals. The health materials available with the health service 
department will be distributed in those hospitals and neces-
sary arrangements will be made (Media Briefing #203, Ministry 
of Health and Population-MoHP).

• Of the eight countries in the South Asia, Nepal has the lowest 
recovery rate of 70.3 percent and the highest 29.2 percent of 
active cases.

• In a bid to curb further spread of COVID-19, the Government 
of Nepal (GoN) has urged to perform only routine rituals at 
temples during the upcoming Dashain festival.

• The Traffic police and Transport Department will set up 11 
help desks this week to examine the health protocol set by 
the GoN and monitor the bus fare. It is estimated that fewer 
than 700,000 people will leave the valley due to the COVID-19 
pandemic this festival season. In previous years, over two mil-
lion people used to leave the Kathmandu Valley.  

• The Ministry of Federal Affairs and General Administra-
tion (MoFAGA) on 9 October, 2020, issued a circular 
to 264 Local Governments(LG), directing them to com-
mence construction of new buildings for upgradation 
the health facilities by mid-November. 

• Over half of the active cases in the country are currently 
home isolated. Home quarantine and isolation is posing 
problems in following up the clinical status (WHO Nepal, 
Situation Update #25).

• Teams for case investigation and contact tracing; and ar-
rangements for additional isolation, intensive care and 
ventilatory beds need to be ramped up rapidly in Kath-
mandu valley to manage the case surge (WHO Nepal, Sit-
uation Update #25).

• The MoHP has said antigen test will be conducted to de-
tect COVID-19 cases. Revising its national testing guide-
line, the MoHP has set the criteria for antigen-based 
testing. The test will be useful for mass screening, for 
urgent report at health centres, and for people living in 
congested settings such as in barracks, prisons and el-
derly care homes (MoHP, Media Briefing).

• Heavy rainfall that triggered flooding and landslides 
across Nepal, led to 367 deaths, 100 missing and 325 
injured (12 June - 12 October, 2020, NDRRMA).

Local Context: Doti, Achham, Dailekh, Kailali, Kanchanpur, 
Banke, Bardiya and Dhading
• Most of the LGs are bracing up to tackle the possible risk of 

COVID-19 given the influx of the people coming home to 
celebrate the upcoming Nepalese festival, Dashain and Tihar 
that is just a few weeks away; esp. quarantine centres, isolation 
and managing food.

• In Banke District, the R/Municipalities have stressed that the 
migrant returnees will have to stay in home quarantine, and 
have planned  to involve them in the agriculture, animal hus-
bandry and income development activities.

• In Dailekh, municipalities have set up 50 to 100 isolation beds 
in 11 R/Municipalities with health professionals and medi-
cine to address the possible risk of virus transmission during 
Dashain and Tihar Festivals. The R/Municipalities have also 
been extensively disseminating information on COVID-19 
through local media. 

• In Achham District, most of the schools have resumed 
their regular classes from 17 September, 2020; following 
safety measures. In Panchadewal Binayak Municipality, a 
school has been turned into isolation ward with 10 beds 
and 2 health professionals. Similarly, in Mangalsen Munic-
ipality, a-40-bedded isolation ward has been established 
at Agriculture Knowledge Centre, with 2 health profes-
sionals. A PCR testing machine has been installed in Ka-
mal Bazar Municipality, targeting the returnees. 

• In Bardiya District, the LGs are stressing on home 
quarantines to the returnees. Awareness through loud-
speaker in every ward about health and safety during 
COVID-19 is being planned. 

• Given the limited resources, the LGs are unable to pro-
vide employment to all the migrant returnees and that is 
forcing them to go back to India looking for job. On an 
average, 500 people are entering India through Kanchan-
pur District (DCA Partner NNSWA report). 



DCA HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 
DCA in Nepal has supported in nine districts so far in Bagmati Province, Gandaki Province, Lumbini Province, Sudurpaschim Prov-
ince and Karnali Province. Other activities including hygiene support, and risk communication will continue this week.

A study “COVID-19 Impact on Migrants Workers” in Kanchanpur, Doti, Achham and Kailali District, with 1572 migrant 
returnees” conducted by DCA and Partners in Sudur Paschim Province in September 2020 shows that 98.7% of mi-
grant’s returnee have lost their household livelihood due to COVID-19.  Full Report: 
https://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/survey-report-covid-19-impact-migrants-workers-sudurpashchim-pradesh 



Moving towards the recovery of HHs affected from COVID-19: DCA’s Early Recovery inter-
ventions are focused on economic recovery, protection of the most vulnerable HHs/individuals and WASH. 
For further details: https://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/nepal-covid-19-towards-early-recovery.

Through our partners DWRF and FAYA in Kailali, DCA has supported dignity kits to 250 women and girls in coordination with the local 
government to support them during the COVID-19 crisis.

For further information,
Please write us to dcanepal@dca.dk

Samjhana Bista, DCA in Nepal, sabi@dca.dk

In Pictures

Through its local implementing 
partner - Action Nepal, and in 

close coordination with the local 
government, DCA has been 

continously providing psychosocial 
counselling, hygiene awareness 

support, installation of hand wash-
ing stations, among other activities 

including construction of toilets, 
distribution of hygiene kits among 

others at quarantine centres in 
Dhading district. The intervention 
is part of the the UK Aid funded 

#PURNIMA project, managed by 
Mott MacDonald.

#Social Media (Facebook): 
https://www.facebook.com/DCAinNepal/videos/984724205323276/
https://purnimanepal.com/stories_posts/strengthening-quarantine-and-wash-facilities-for-fight-against-covid-19/?fb-
clid=IwAR3oWzSQrXWgcVfGjb_rKTupQ4tTsOhra2qPp8MrbMJk9PyJf1FMsmOrQmc 
#IntheNews:http://www.pigeonkhabar.com/archives/13465?fbclid=IwAR0VoTwFGN5WjxotrunaU351ztIuX9k-
GuYnhc9zXKfNpbiL6QLe8QrNbnvs#.X3_vcbURJFx.facebook
Previous SITREPs: https://reliefweb.int/organization/dca  
Socio-economic Impact Assessment of COVID-19: reflection of the key findings https://reliefweb.int/
report/nepal/covid-19-socio-economic-survey-report-humanitarian-response-team-dca-nepal-office-june
DCA COVID-19 Response: Post Distribution Monitoring (PDM) Highlights: https://reliefweb.int/report/
nepal/dca-covid-19-response-post-distribution-monitoring-highlights  


