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OPERATIONS 

  
Project  

Duration 

Planned 

number 

of 

people 

Total  

requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  

received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded (%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Top 5 Donors 

PRRO 200526:  

Food and Nutrition 

assistance and building 

resilience of vulnerable 

affected by the post-

election in Guinea-

Bissau  

Mar 2013 – 

Dec 2015 
161,680 23,165,000 

20,936,324 90% 
- 

European 

Commission, 

Japan, World 

bank, Multilateral, 

UN CERF, MC 

Govern Dole. 

 

Summary of WFP assistance 
 

WFP focuses on vulnerable populations in the Biombo, Quinara, Cacheu, Gabu, Bafatá and Oio regions, which 
were highlighted as highly food insecure by the Comprehensive Food Security and Vulnerability Assessment 
conducted in 2010. The Emergency Food Security Assessment (EFSA) report of 2013, showed that food 
insecurity was exacerbated in 2013 by a poor cashew harvest and social unrest. The same study revealed 
an increasing number of households that spend over 75 percent of their budget on food and that 7 percent 

of the population was food secure. Coping strategies include reduction in the number of meals and the sale 
of household assets. 
 
WFP’s programme was designed to support households and communities to recover from multiple and 
complex shocks compounded by political instability, structural weaknesses, and other socio-economic 
vulnerabilities. It integrates four objectives: (i) to maintain enrolment rates and ensure gender parity in 
primary schools by providing daily school meals and take-home rations for girls; (ii) to treat acute 

malnutrition among children aged 6–59 months, pregnant and nursing mothers through targeted 
supplementary feeding, and to provide food by prescription to people living with HIV and to tuberculosis (TB) 
clients under treatment; (iii) to prevent stunting in children aged 6–23 months through blanket 
supplementary feeding; and (iv) to assist communities and households to rebuild and protect livelihoods 
through food assistance for assets. 
 
The programme extension and budget revision until March 2016 will provide a three month extension-in-

time to enable a smooth transition of activities to the new Country Programme (CP). The CP concept note 
was approved in August. The CP will be aligned with the human development and agriculture pillars of the 
Guinea-Bissau Government's strategic and operational plan (2015-2020), and with human development and 

economic growth and poverty reduction pillars of the United Nations Strategic Cooperation Framework for 
Guinea-Bissau. 

WFP is currently implementing a Protracted Relief and 
Recovery Operation (PRRO), providing “Food and Nutrition 
assistance and building resilience of vulnerable people 
affected by the post-election in Guinea-Bissau”. The 
programme was designed to support households and 
communities to recover from multiple and complex shocks 
compounded by political instability, structural weaknesses, 
and other socio-economic vulnerabilities.  
WFP works in close collaboration with Government, NGOs, UN 
Agencies and communities. It is expected that the current 
programme will be extended until March 31 2016. A country 
programme for 5 years is under preparation and is expected 
to start from April 2016.   
WFP has been present in Guinea-Bissau since 1974. Stunting Prevention activity in the eastern region of Guinea-

Bissau. Photo © WFP/ Talisman Dias 
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 

 

PARTNERSHIPS 
WFP is a member of different sectoral groups (food security, education, nutrition, gender, UN communication Group). WFP 
is partnering with the Ministry of Agriculture which is implementing the Food Security and Nutrition Monitoring System; 
additional major partners are the EU, FAO and UNICEF. WFP is working with the Ministry of Education in the 
implementation of the school meals programme and with the Ministry of Health in the implementation of nutrition 
activities. 
 

COUNTRY BACKGROUND  
Over the past three decades, Guinea-Bissau has faced recurrent political 
turmoil and social unrest with a consequent disruption in constitutional order 
which has deeply affected the economy and the provision of basic social 
services. Food insecurity is of chronic nature and is related to access but 
recurrent shocks compound an already precarious situation. Malnutrition, 
particularly stunting, is a major public health problem, contributing to infant 
mortality and morbidity. Nearly half the population, 15 years and older 
cannot read, with wide gaps in illiteracy rates between men (33 percent) and 
women (62 percent). 

The country ranks 176 out of 186 according to the 2014 Human Development 
Index. Following successful Presidential and legislative elections in 2014, the 
Government elaborated and adopted a 2015-2025 long term strategy and 
the 2015 – 2020 “Terra Ranka” Strategic and Operational Plan which was 
officially presented at the International Conference for Guinea-Bissau held 
at Brussels in March 2015, where donor pledges exceeded USD 1.4 billion. 
The net official development assistance received was 12.28 percent of the 
gross national income in 2014. Due to the new political crisis started on 12 August 2015 with the dismissal of the Prime 
Minister and the Government by the President, the country still does not have a government for almost two month.  

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 WFP contributed a computer and a printer to the National 
Radio for production and dissemination of weekly radio 
programmes on food security and nutrition. The hand-over 
ceremony was chaired by WFP Country Director in the 
presence of the Social Communication Minister, Secretary of 
State for Food Security, the Director of the European Union 
Programme and the Director General of National Radio. 

 
 On 30 July, WFP and National Secretariat for fighting against 

AIDS signed a Funding Agreement for implementation of 
nutrition and food assistance to People living with HIV under 
antiretroviral therapy and under prevention of mother-to-
child transmission of HIV. Under this agreement the National 
Secretariat will disburse EUR 325,000 to support 250 people 
under Antiretroviral Therapy and 375 women under 
Prevention of Mother-to-Child Transmission as well as food 
assistance to food insecure households. In addition, this 
contribution will cover costs of training of cooperating 
partners, production of food by prescription guides and 
protocol of food and nutrition assistance to people affected 
by HIV and TB. 

 

 From 23rd to 24th July WFP organised a workshop on the 
System Approach for Better Education Result (SABER) roll 
out. Participants focused the discussions on the evaluation 
and graduation of five pillars that support a good national 
school feeding Programme. Fifty-seven participants from 
different institutions, including Ministries of education, 
health, agriculture, women solidarity, and cooperating 
partners attended the workshop. Both the Minister of 
Education and WFP Country Director co-chaired the opening 
and closing ceremonies in the presence of the Ambassador 
of Brazil. The draft SABER report was finalised in August and 
presented to partners, however, due to the political situation 
it could not be formally validated. 

 
 With funding from the Global Fund, WFP trained 25 service 

providers on food by prescription for people living with HIV. 

In addition, WFP supported two local NGOs to hold a series 

of trainings, benefiting over 900 people, on fruit 

transformation, school gardens and construction and 

maintenance of improved stoves. The main objective of the 

training is to incentivise diet diversification and local 

production for school meals. 

 The recent political crisis started in August, with 

the dismissal of the Prime Minister and the 

Government by the President, is negatively 

impacting WFP operations because there is no 

government interlocutor to sign agreements; 

particularly affecting school feeding and the food 

security monitoring system activities. However, 

WFP and the other UN agencies, continue to work 

through the technical departments of the various 

ministries. 

 

 On 29th and 30th September WFP participated in a 

joint mission with Ministry of Agriculture, FAO and 

the  Comité Permanent Inter-Etats de Lutte contre 

la Sécheresse dans le Sahel to monitor this year’s 

agricultural campaign. According to the mission 

report, the agricultural campaign started with 

some delay, due to the late onset of the rains but 

runs pretty well overall. However, the rice fields 

and mangrove have been affected by floods in 

some areas, caused by the rise of the sea and/or 

river overflow. The impact will be assessed during 

forthcoming missions.  

 

 Epidemics such as Ebola and cholera are likely to 
have a significant impact on WFP operations. WFP 
continues to work in partnership with the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) in preparedness 
measure against Ebola in Guinea-Bissau. On 
September 22, WFP provided two vehicles to 
support WHO efforts for the national health 
authorities on Ebola preparedness interventions. 
WFP transferred these two cars (Toyota Hilux 

Single Cabin) to the local health authorities of 
Gabu and Tombali, in the Eastern region of 
Guinea-Bissau and border with Guinea-Conakry. 
The vehicles will be used for transportation of 
suspected cases to Bissau, transportation of 
samples to the laboratory in Bissau and to conduct 
monitoring missions related to Ebola prevention. 
WFP also continues to provide logistics assistance 
to WHO through the provision of warehouse 
storage for Personal Protective Equipment kits. 


