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COUNTRY STRATEGY 

Land rehabilitation activity in the northern region of Guinea-

Bissau 

 
OPERATIONS 

  
Project  

Duration 

Planned 

number 

of 

people 

Total  

requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  

received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded (%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Top 5 Donors 

PRRO 200526:  

Food and Nutrition 

assistance and building 

resilience of vulnerable 

affected by the post-

election in Guinea-

Bissau  

Mar 2013 

–Dec 2015 
161,680 23,165,000 18,766,265 

81% 
- 

European 

Commission, 

Japan, World 

bank, 

Multilateral, UN 

CERF 

* July-December 

Summary of WFP assistance 
 

WFP assists vulnerable populations in the Biombo, Quinara, Cacheu, Gabu, Bafatá and Oio regions, which 
were highlighted as highly food insecure by the 2010 Comprehensive Food Security and Vulnerability 
Assessment. The Emergency Food Security Assessment (EFSA) report of 2013, showed that food insecurity 

was exacerbated in 2013 by a poor cashew harvest and social unrest. The same study revealed an increasing 
number of households spend over 75 percent of their budget on food and 7 percent of the population was 
food secure. Coping strategies include reduction in the number of meals and the sale of household assets. 

WFP will continue its school meals programme in five regions with net enrolment rates below 60 percent. 
WFP also plans to support Food for Assets activities.  
 

WFP staff undertook field missions to monitor stunting prevention activities under implementation in 
partnership with the NGO CARITAS in northern region of Oio. The team addressed difficulties faced in the 
implementation of the new activity and consulted with mothers and caregivers who received nutritional 
support in the form of Plumpy’Doz to assess the suitability of the product. The response was positive, the 
children appreciated the newly introduced commodity and no undesired effects were reported.    

WFP is setting up a permanent system of monitoring the food and nutrition situation, which provides regular 
and timely information in the form of periodic bulletins to help in decision making.  

 

    Food Security Cluster           ETC         Logistics Cluster 

 
WFP is currently implementing Protracted Relief and Recovery 
Operations (PRRO) “Food and Nutrition assistance and 
building resilience of vulnerable affected by the post-election 
in Guinea-Bissau”. 
The project is aimed at supporting households and 
communities struggling to recover from recent and complex 
shocks compounded by political instability, structural 
weakness and other economic and social vulnerabilities.   
WFP supports 161,680 beneficiaries, and works in close 
collaboration with Government, NGOs and communities. 
WFP has been present in Guinea-Bissau since 1974. 

 

http://www.wfp.org/countries
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  

 

PARTNERSHIPS  
WFP has recently signed a funding and field-level agreement with Caritas for cooperation in stunting prevention. WFP, 
UNFPA and CARITAS through Casa das Mães jointly launched a combined nutrition and vocational initiatives for pregnant 
women and adolescent girls at risk. WFP signed an agreement with the World Bank for rehabilitation of five thousand 
hectares for rice cultivation. WFP also signed Agreements with twelve NGOs to follow up the implementation of the 
rehabilitation activities. 
 
COUNTRY BACKGROUND  
Guinea Bissau is one of the poorest countries in the world, and 
malnutrition and food security rates are chronically high. Of its 
population, of approximately 1.6 million, 69 percent live below the 
poverty line (USD 2 per day) and 33 percent are ranked below the 
extreme poverty line (USD 1 per day). The country ranks 176 out of 186 
according to the 2014 Human Development Index.  

External aid provides about 60 percent of the national budget. The 
country emerged in 2014 from a long period of political instability that 
has impacted the economy negatively and reversed or slowed down 
economic and social development. The recent electoral process held in 
April 2014 brought back a normalised situation to the country, leading to 
the lift of economic barriers imposed by the international community after 
the 2012 April coup d’état. The new elected Government met partners 
recently in a round table where the strategic plan was presented for the 
period 2015 to 2020. 

The country has been facing political turmoil and social unrest, the 
economy is regressing and the disruption in constitutional order has kept 
donors away in the last two years. Malnutrition is a major public health 
problem in Guinea-Bissau, contributing to infant mortality and morbidity. WFP focuses its assistance on vulnerable 
populations in the Biombo, Quinara, Cacheu, Gabu, Bafatá and Oio regions, which were highlighted as highly food insecure.  

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 

 On 12th May, WFP’s Country Director for Guinea-Bissau 
and representatives of twelve NGOs signed agreements 
pertaining to the rehabilitation of five thousand hectares 
of agricultural lands for rice cultivation. The project is 
funded by the World Bank as an Emergency Food 
Security Support Project funded through the Food Price 

Crisis Response. The NGO partners will be in charge of 
the supervision and distribution of food commodities to 
the farmers during the rehabilitation activities. The 
farmers will work for the rehabilitation of the damaged 
land. A WFP monitoring visit to the counties of São 
Domingos and Ingoré observed distribution of about 74 
mt of food commodities, including cereals, yellow split 
peas and vegetable oil to assist approximately 500 
participants in the rehabilitation of agricultural lands for 
rice cultivation. 
 

 WFP organised training sessions on food security data 
collection and transmission through smartphones. 
Ninety participants from government institutions and 
WFP participated in the trainings. 

 
 On 10th June, WFP co-chaired the handing over 

ceremony for approximately 1,900 mt of food 
commodities including rice, yellow split peas, iodised 
salt, vegetable oil and Super Cereal (CSB+). The 
commodities were financed by the World Bank under its 
Second Emergency Food Security Support project and 
the ceremony was organised by the Ministry of 
Agriculture 

 

 WFP and three local NGOs formalised partnerships to 
promote and implement local purchases of food. The 
NGOS, agreed to assist farmers in food production 
during the current agricultural season. Food products 
will then be sold to the primary schools assisted by WFP, 
under its school feeding programme. 

 

  

 The Government continues to monitor the cashew nuts 
commercialisation campaign. It is expected that 
150,000 mt of cashew nuts could be exported in 2015 
compared to 135,000 mt in 2014. At the producers 
level cashew nuts are sold 500 XOF/kg in 2015; 
whereas in 2014 the average price was 150 XOF/kg. 
Thus rural households will increase their revenues 
which will contribute to mitigating risks of food 
insecurity. 

 
 Epidemics such as Ebola and cholera are likely to have 

a significant impact on WFP operations. A contingency 
plan has been prepared by UNCT and an action plan for 
food security and nutrition has also been developed. 
Although no Ebola or cholera cases were reported, the 
government keeps a close eye on the development of 
these epidemics in the country; as well as in the 
neighbouring country Guinea-Conakry. 

 
 WFP has provided logistics assistance to partners, 

particularly to the World Health Organisation (WHO) 
through the provision of warehouse storage for 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) kits, for 
preparedness measures against Ebola in all regions. 

 
 The Government also announced a Health Emergency 

due to Ebola outbreak in some West African countries. 
A Contingency Plan was approved for the prevention of 
the epidemic. 


