
THE HUMAN COST OF INACTION
IS TOO HIGH.
Without early funding, humanitarian 
partners will be forced to stop essential 
programmes, including food assistance, 
nutritional activities, effective health care 
provision and livelihood support. More 
Somalis will suffer, and progress achieved 
over the last decade will be lost.

FUNDING IS URGENTLY NEEDED

Despite increasing needs, the Humanitarian 
Response Plan is only 15 per cent funded 
($164.2 million).

The funding forecast for 2021 is the worst 
in 6 years.

At current projections, only 24% of the total 
appeal will be funded by year end; a historic 
low in the Somalia response. 

THE SITUATION IN SOMALIA
The humanitarian situation is dire. Somalia has experienced armed conflict for nearly three decades while suffering 
from cyclical, extreme climate conditions. The resilience of communities has been pushed to the brink, and coping 
strategies depleted, causing widespread precarity. Even minor shocks have devastating human consequences.  

Humanitarian needs will remain high. Multiple and concurrent shocks, including drought, desert locusts and ongoing 
conflict may push the country to the brink of another famine.

More than 80 per cent of the country is facing drought conditions.
people in Somalia, nearly half of the population, require 
life saving or protection services.

Somalis are now in acute need.

3.4 million people are projected to be affected by drought by year end.

Without immediate mitigative assistance, drought conditions will be a 
key driver of mass displacement, communicable diseases, and 
protection violations in the country.

people remain
displaced, without any
hope to return to their
homes.

people, are facing high
levels of acute food
insecurity and hunger.

children are acutely or
severely malnourished.

children in Somalia dies
before turning 5.

women of child-bearing
age dies due to
pregnancy-related
complications.
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DROUGHT EXACERBATING EXISTING VULNERABILITIES HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE REMAINS A LIFE LINE
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SOMALIA: THE COST OF INACTION

WHAT IF ? …
10 CONSEQUENCES IF WE FAIL TO SUSTAIN THE CURRENT RESPONSE

Hunger will increase and 1 million people will not receive monthly food 
assistance. The current lack of funding is likely to reverse recent food security 
and nutrition gains. At current funding levels, the Food Security Cluster will only be 
able to support 1.7 million of the 2.7 million people facing ‘crisis’ or ‘emergency’ 
level food insecurity through June 2021. Existing rations have already been 
reduced by 50% for 400,000 people due to funding cuts.

Conditions and services in 795 sites will remain below 
minimum standards, putting at least 700,000 displaced 
persons at risk.

900,000 people facing ‘crisis’ or ‘emergency’ level food 
insecurity will not receive the emergency seasonal 
livelihood inputs, undermining production and worsening 
the impact of lean seasons. This will lead to deepening 
household food insecurity and malnutrition and a higher 
humanitarian caseload later in the year.

Nearly 3 million Somalis have no access to essential health care services, 
which will result in excess deaths and disease outbreaks. There will be insu�cient 
resources to address preventable health outbreaks such as AWD/Cholera and 
COVID-19, while the health system will fail to deliver preventative and essential care, 
further contributing to one of the world’s highest maternal and child mortality rates. 

Survivors of gender-based violence will not have access 
to the necessary support and healthcare. Over 205,500 
people, including girls and boys, will not bene�t from 
protection services including clinical management of rape 
and psychosocial support in GBV.

Over 30,000 persons with disabilities and older persons, 
will not have access to specialized or community-based 
prevention and response services. 

Protection monitoring services will be discontinued and 
protection violations will go unreported and continue with 
impunity. The most vulnerable in society will su�er, including 
persons with disabilities, older persons, women, children and 
persons with minority clan a�liations.

More than 1.7 million people will not have access to safe water and lack 
adequate sanitation. A lack of access to water remains one of the leading causes of 
displacement, con�ict, and disease in Somalia. As the country is facing drought 
conditions, immediate assistance is required to mitigate the situation.

51,000 children will be at risk of dying and around 250,000 moderately acute 
malnourished children will not receive vital nutrition assistance. These children, if 
left unserved, will face potential severely acute malnourishment, and increased 
exposure to disease and infections.

Close to 500,000 destitute IDPs will not receive shelter, forcing people to continue 
living in overcrowded and unplanned settlements, and reside in shelters without 
adequate privacy and protection from the elements. 
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URGENT ACTION.
This will help 
mitigate the worst 
drought impacts. 

IMMEDIATE FUNDING.
Without early funding, humanitarian 
partners will be unable to address the 
situation, and progress achieved over 
the last decade will be destroyed.

ADDRESSING THE PROTECTION CRISIS.
Without an end to the ongoing active hostilities against 
civilians, the crisis will deepen while humanitarian operations 
will become increasingly di�cult. Continued advocacy and 
support from all partners on longer term political, 
security and development solutions are crucial.  
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WHAT IS REQUIRED?


