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The United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction’s (UNISDR) Regional Office for Africa 
and the United Nations Development Programme Drylands Development Centre (UNDP-DDC) are 
jointly organizing the Fourth Africa Drought Adaptation Forum (ADAF4) under the framework of the 
African Drought Risk and Development Network (ADDP), back to back with the International Day for 
Disaster Reduction with focus on the current Horn of Africa Drought. 
 
ADDP was established in 2005 jointly by the UNISDR and the UNDP-DDC based on the 
recommendation of the UN Ad Hoc Inter-Agency Working Group on Drought meeting in 2003 and in 
line with the Hyogo Framework of Action. It aims to mitigate the risks of drought and improve human 
livelihoods in Africa by creating an enabling environment for knowledge sharing and facilitating the up-
scaling of proven practices among drought-prone countries.  ADAF is one of the primary 
communication and peer learning modalities pursued by ADDN. Three forums were convened from 
2005 to 2008.  Each forum stimulated cross-border flow of information, knowledge and technical how-
how by drought practitioners and experts working in both Anglophone and Francophone Africa on how 
to adapt to the growing threat of drought, climate change and food insecurity in the continent. 
   
As a follow up of discussions of the previous three fora and in view of recent discussions related in 
particular to the ongoing drought crisis in the Horn of the Africa (HoA), the forum aims at discussing the 
main challenges and critical factors in early action to strengthen resilience and mitigate the impact of 
drought on communities. Inter alia, the objectives of the ADAF4 are to provide a forum for participants 
to: 
 

1) Identify the key barriers and constraints to the promotion of sustainable drought risk 
management (DRM) generally and specifically in context of the ongoing drought crisis in the 
HoA; 

2) Map out the practical solutions to overcome the barriers and constraints identified through the 
sharing the experiences and lessons learnt from proven DRM practices within and outside the 
HoA including outside the Africa region; and 

3) Strengthen partnerships and cooperation among DRM practitioners for implementation of the 
identified solutions and continued peer assistance.        

 
Expected outputs of the ADAF4 include: 
 

1) Improved understanding of key gaps affecting the long-term drought adaptation and mitigation 
efforts in the HoA; 

2) A clear cut, practical work plan to enhance coordination of governmental and non-governmental 
entities working on DRM in the HoA; and 

3) Enhanced communication and cooperation among the DRM practitioners and increase use of 
good practices.     

 
The forum will be divided into two days, the first day focusing on problem analysis, while the second 
day will be designated to possible solutions and good practices. 
 
 
Proposed topics for Day One: 
 

• Overview of Drought in HoA situation, including “Drought Emergencies in Kenya Campaign” 
• “Funding Mechanisms for long-term drought mitigation and early action” => Moderated Podium 

Discussion on limitations of existing funding mechanisms and challenges for implementers 
resulting from those (paper summarizing opinions gathered through online fora of experts on 
the topic will stimulate discussion); proposed podium members are: ECHO, WB, UN Agencies, 
Civil Society and Finance Experts 

• “Access” (basic services and local markets etc.) facilitated by an economist expert 
• “Preparedness” including Early Warning – Early Action, and lack of systems including 

comprehensive contingency plans etc. 
 



     
Proposed topics for Day Two: 
 

• Possible solutions for “Funding Mechanisms for long-term drought mitigation and early action” 
• Possible solutions to enhance “Access” 
• Possible Solutions to enhance “Preparedness” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


