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Situation in numbers 

 
Funding needs 

US$ 5.50 millions 

1,500,000 
Affected 
population 

500,000 
Affected 
children 

9,500 
Population 
displacement 

Funding gap  
US$ 4.77 millions 



Situation Overview 

On the 3rd of April 2019, the Libyan National Army (LNA) 
initiated a military incursion into western Libya, with the 
objective of taking control of Tripoli. The movement towards 
Tripoli however has been met with the military resistance 
from the Government of National Accord (GNA) and affiliated 
armed groups. Armed clashes have been particularly heavy in 
the southern districts of Tripoli, killing and wounding civilians, 
displacing thousands of families and critically impact access 
to basic services, water, and shelter.  

The on-going armed conflict has affected approximately 1.5 
million people, including more than half a million children, 
who live in conflict-affected areas in Tripoli and other cities in 
western Libya. Disproportionate and indiscriminate use of 
explosive weapons has driven thousands of families from 
their homes in highly populated areas of Tripoli. As of April 
12th, over 9,500 individuals have been displaced; this number 
continues to rise.  Some displaced families with extended 
family member, others are staying in centres established by 
Tripoli crisis Management Committee. Detained migrants 
and refugees, including women and children, are particularly 
vulnerable, especially those in detention centres located in 
the vicinity of the fighting.  

UNICEF Emergency Response 

UNICEF is the lead agency for the coordination Water, 
Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH), and Education sectors and 
Child protection sub-sector. UNICEF seeks to ensure that 
effective humanitarian coordination improves accountable, 
predictable, timely, and efficient response, which paves the 
way for recovery. 

UNICEF has prepositioned essential water, sanitation and 
hygiene supplies, drugs and consumable medical materials, 
education and recreational kits, required to provide 
immediate assistance to the conflict-affected and displaced 
children and their families in Tripoli and beyond. 

UNICEF is spearheading the Rapid Response Mechanism to 
ensure improved inter-agency assistance at the onset of an 
emergency through the delivery of a basic package of 
essential commodities, including food, hygiene items and 
other essentials. Approximately 200 families (roughly 1,000 
individuals, including children) have been assisted since the 
onset of the crisis. 

As a part of the health response, UNICEF is working with the 
Ministry of Health to support health facilities in conflict-
affected areas to ensure the regular supply of essential 

Planned Interventions 

WASH : 

48,000 people will have access to clean and sufficient 
quantity water, adequate sanitation facilities and 
hygiene items through the following: 

• Water-tracking; 

• Provisions of and installation of water storage tanks, 
and water purification chemicals; 

• Installation and rehabilitation of water and bathing 
facilities;  

• Provisions of hygiene kits and hygiene awareness 
activities for children.  

HEALTH: 

32,000 people will benefit from improved health 
services through the following:  

• Provisions of essential medicines and equipment, in 
addition to Oral Rehydration Sachets (ORS) for 
prevention and treatment of diarrhea; 

• Support of treatment/case management for 
diarrhea; 

• Promotion of health and nutrition awareness 
messages. 

NUTRITION: 

6,000 children, pregnant and lactating women will 
benefit from nutrition programme through the 
following   

• High Energy Biscuits, Ready to Use Supplementary 
Foods and micronutrition products; 

• Nutrition screening and referrals. 

CHILD PROTECTION: 

181,000 children and their families will benefit from 
child protection programmes through the following  

• Provision of psychosocial support and recreational 
activities in schools, community centres and child-
friendly centres; 

• Provision of specialized child protection services; 
• Child protection monitoring of grave violations of 

child rights; 
• Mine risk education.  

EDUCATION: 

23,000 children will receive education in emergency 
support through the following: 

• Non-formal education and educational supplies; 
• Teachers training in emergency education.  
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medical kits. UNICEF provided four medial kits to Zintan 
hospital, which is sufficient to provide a primary health care 
package for at least 10,000 people during three months. The 
health facilities in southern Tripoli will be provided with the 
same medical kits in the next two days.  

UNICEF’s child protection response in conflict-affected areas 
provides children with safe spaces for play and recreational 
activities.  Additionally, UNICEF and its partners are providing 
specialized psychosocial services to displaced boys and girls 
and psychosocial support to their families. These essential 
interventions build children’s resilience by re-establishing a 
sense of normalcy and providing targeted support, as 
needed. Since the beginning of conflict more than 100 boys 
and girls and 50 parents have benefited from child protection 
programmes and awareness raising. 

The breakdown in the food supply line has resulted in a 
deterioration of the food security in detention centres. In 
response, UNICEF and partners have increased distribution of 
high emergency biscuits to migrant and refugee children and 
women, in addition to regular nutrition screening.   

In order to respond to the emergencies in Tripoli and 
western Libya, UNICEF and its partners immediately 
require US$ 4.777 million to continue providing multi-
sectoral assistance to children and their families directly 
affected by the conflict.  

 

 Budget Line Cost in US$ 
WASH 3,000,000  
Health  1,120,000  
Nutrition  380,000  
Child Protection  832,000  
Education  170,000  
Total funding requirement  5,502,000  
Available funding (carry over from 2018) 725,000  
Total funding gap 4,777,000  

 

Advocacy Messages 
An estimated 1.5 million people including 500,000 
children living in Tripoli and the western part of Libya 
are affected by the on-going military operations.  
UNICEF calls on all the member states with influence 
to continue advocating for the belligerent parties to 
adhere to the International Humanitarian Law and 
refrain from committing grave child rights violations, 
including recruitment and any association of them to 
the armed groups. 

In line with International Humanitarian Law, all parties 
to the conflict should agree to hold ceasefires and 
secure humanitarian corridors for the aid agencies to 
provide emergency assistance and evacuate 
civilians.  UNICEF calls on the local authorities on the 
ground to refrain from using schools and health 
facilities to host internally displaced families as 
alternative options should be sought. 

UNICEF is concerned by the disproportionate and 
indiscriminate use of explosive weapons in highly 
inhabited areas in the urban settings and call on 
all parties to the conflict to protect the civilian 
infrastructure such as water and sanitation 
installations, schools, medical facilities, humanitarian 
warehouses, power stations and others.   
The aid-workers and health personnel should be 
protected by belligerent parties at all times and 
should not be targeted in any way. 

 
 


