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Comoros: Cyclone Kenneth  

Situation Report # 6 

3 June 2019   

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• WFP is implementing a capacity building plan for the Comoros Red Crescent to ensure 

an efficient distribution of food for the affected population. FAO targeted 3,149 households 

for inputs and agricultural tools. The two UN agencies collaborate to harmonize distribution 

of food and agricultural kits. FAO and WFP strengthened their presence in the Comoros 

sending additional experts with different profiles to support their operation. 

• WFP plans to target 6,400 households (32,000 beneficiaries) in the communes of priority 

zone 1 in a distribution set to start in early June.  

• The WASH situation is getting back to normal. Some areas still receive safe drinkable 

water through a system of water trucking and bladders. 

• Health kits are being dispatched in Comoros, extra human resources will arrive to ensure 

that a proper health monitoring/early warning is set up to detect on time potential health 

threats linked to the impact of the cyclone. 

• CERF funds for nearly US$3 million are available.  

 

 

 

(Source: IFRC/RC) 
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(Source: IFRC/RC) 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

Cyclone Kenneth affected the Comoros archipelago during the night of 24 to 25 April 2019. With 

a population size of about 800,000 people, 345,000 people were affected by the passage of the 

cyclone, mostly concentrated on the island of Grande Comoros, of which 185,900 people need 

immediate multi-sectoral assistance. The day after the cyclone, a multi-sectoral rapid assessment 

was initiated through the mobilization of 16 inter-agency teams that covered all three islands. The 

results of this evaluation showed that the most affected sectors are agriculture, emergency 

shelter, water / sanitation / sanitation, education and health. In addition, the energy and 

infrastructure sectors have also suffered significant damage.  

The passage of the cyclone left 7 dead, 182 injured, 19,372 displaced, 4,482 houses destroyed, 

7,013 houses damaged, 96 water tanks destroyed, and 465 classrooms damaged, of which 213 

were totally destroyed. 

                                         

Source: Croissant Rouge 
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RESPONSE 

 

FOOD SECURITY  

The food security sector began the post-cyclone assessment on 14 May conducted by the Ministry 

of Agriculture with technical and financial support from FAO for the agriculture, livestock, fisheries 

and food security components. Data is collected from the three islands after 35 people were 

trained to carry out interviews and 7 people for data management.  A total of 600 surveys and 45 

focus groups were carried out in the prefectures and communes of priority zones 1 and 2. The 

final report is expected to be available beginning of June 2019. 

 

After the CERF allocation was received, WFP identified food suppliers and their registration is in 

progress to start the local purchase of rice, beans, vegetable oil and salt. The quantities available 

are enough in the country. A partnership with the Red Crescent for beneficiary identification and 

distributions has been established. WFP plans to target 6,400 households (32,000 beneficiaries) 

in the communes of priority zone 1 in a distribution set to start in early June. To ensure an efficient 

distribution of food for the affected population WFP is also implementing a capacity building plan 

for the Comoros Red Crescent  

 

FAO targeted 3,149 households for inputs and agricultural tools. Partners and suppliers’ 

identification is in progress and the project will be implemented in June. CASH + (cash transfers 

combined with productive assets, inputs and/or technical training) will be provided to 2,400 

households. The two agencies collaborate to harmonize to distribution of food with agricultural 

kits. FAO and WFP strengthened their presence in the Comoros sending additional experts with 

different profiles to support their operation. 

 

 

  
(Source: WHO)     (Source: Health Sector)  
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WASH  

Pumping stations of the most affected urban areas (Mitsamiouli, Mbeni and Moroni) resumed their 

work thanks to CERF funding ensuring a supply of diesel for backup generators. Mitsamiouli and 

surrounding localities (about 16,704 people) receive an average of 1,020 m3 of water per day. 

Mbeni and surrounding localities (about 12,168 people) receive an average of 765 m3 per day. 

Moroni and surrounding localities (about 78,428 people) receive an average of 11,300 m3 per 

day. However, Moroni supply remains below the pre-cyclone production of 14,000 m3 per day, as 

the water supply network still has some challenges to reach some areas. UNICEF with SONEDE 

(national water utility) installed five water bladders with distribution ramps supplied by water trucks 

to provide drinkable water in these areas. UNICEF is currently renting a water truck (6 m3) to 

complement the coverage of the SONEDE’s truck (10m3). SONEDE with UNICEF are also 

working together to ensure adequate supply of diesel for pumping stations supplying Mitsamiouli 

and Mbeni. 

 

(Source: UNICEF) 

UNICEF donated a 75 kVA generator to SONEDE to boost the water pumping in the capital for 

about 80,000 people and ordered a 150 kVA generator for the Vouvouni well and plans to replace 

the defective pumps and their accessories.  

In partnership with UNICEF and thanks to CERF funding, the civil society organization “2mains” 

has increased its daily production to 90 litres of liquid chlorine solution to ensure adequate water 

treatment, especially in the five bladders. The Red Crescent with financial support from the IFRC 

continues the cleaning and disinfection of rainwater harvesting cisterns, which have been polluted 

by the cyclone. 

Under the coordination and leadership of the DGEME (National Water and Sanitation Directorate), 

detailed assessments of water infrastructures have started in Ngazidja and Mwali. While a WASH 

household questionnaire has been finalized and shared with the shelter/NFI sector to be included 

in their household assessment. 
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HEALTH 

UNFPA bought maternity kits to four health centres in response to Cyclone Kenneth: centre of 

Nioumachoua, CMU of Moroni Mbouéni, centre of Oichili and Mistoudjé. These kits will allow 100 

women to receive quality and accessible care during childbirth. The Minister of Health took the 

commitment to take all necessary measures to ensure that pregnant women from the localities 

concerned can benefit from these medicines. 

 

As part of the response to Cyclone Kenneth, the recruitment of a National Coordinator of the 

Minimum Emergency Mechanism (DMU) for reproductive health, a data manager and 14 

midwives started to help pregnant women affected by Cyclone Kenneth for the next three months. 

On 14 May, WHO received US$237,703 from CERF for the implementation of the rapid health 

and nutritional response. 

 

In-depth assessments of the health-nutrition sector in the field are ongoing on the three islands 

with teams from the Ministry of Health, WHO, UNFPA, UNICEF, French Red Cross / Comoros 

Red Crescent. A common tool has been proposed by WHO. 

 

HeRAMS (Electronic Medical Resource Monitoring System) training was held for the partners 

involved with the facilitation support of AFRO and a headquarters specialist in Geneva. 

 

On May 16, the second wave of WHO kits arrived, composed of medicine equipment and 

consumables for the health structures of priority disaster areas (20 IEHK basic units, 3 IEHK 

supplementary modules-medicines, 2 IEHK supplementary modules-equipment and 2 IEHK 

supplementary modules-renewables)  

  

Future activities for the health and nutrition sectors: 

- Four experts in epidemiology from WHO Regional Office for Africa (AFRO) are planning to 

deploy in the Comoros from 10 to 28 June to support surveillance. They will provide trainings for 

health professionals in the Ministry of Health and support the adaptation of the technical 

guidelines Integrated Disease Surveillance and Response (IDSR). 

- Screening of malnutrition cases and folic acid (FF) starting on 31 May and supported by UNICEF. 

- Caritas has planned medicine donations for affected populations.  

- Set-up of an early warning of infectious disease epidemics. 

- Set-up of advanced integrated primary care, nutrition and reproductive health strategies. 

- Repair of the three remaining damaged health structures. 

- Distribution of specialized kits: malaria, cholera, laboratory. 
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(Source: WHO) 

  

 

EARLY RECOVERY 

A UNDP early recovery specialist arrived in Comoros to support with recovery strategy and 

coordination. A working session was co-organized by UNDP and DGSC (Direction Générale de 

la Sécurité Civile) on 29 May with all partners working on the Kenneth response, to harmonize 

methodologies and to initiate joint brainstorming and planning for recovery.  

 

IFRC and the Comorian Red Crescent are launching an in-depth precise vulnerability assessment 

with 100 volunteers to detect the most vulnerable families in Comoros. 

 

 
(Source: RFI) 
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MISSIONS 

The World Bank is having a multidisciplinary technical mission in Comoros as part of the joint 

evaluation with the Government and the technical partners and financial losses, losses and needs 

incurred by Cyclone Kenneth. The mission is composed of 10 experts from the Risk Management 

Units of Disaster and Urban Development, Agriculture, Environment and Management of Natural 

Resources, Energy, Transport, Social Protection, Health and Macroeconomics. 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

 

IFRC launched an appeal of CHF 2 million  

 

 

 

  

SECTOR 

TOTAL 

REQUIREMENTS 

PER SECTOR 

(USD) 

FUNDING 

RECEIVED 

(USD) 

IN KIND DONATIONS 

Health/Nutrition 

886,925.14 
DREF: 6,900  

WHO: 50,000  
• 10,153 bed nets 

• 1 Kit for 1,000 people for 3 months, 

• 1 delivery kit for 50 to 100  

• 3 new born resuscitation kits  

• 15,000 insecticide-treated mosquito nets 

are being shipped 

• 20 cartons of rehydration fluids 50 cartons 

of energy biscuits  

• 50 boxes Plumpy nut 

• 5 ambulances (AFD) 

  

Education/Protection 2,685,863 
  • 20 school-in-a boxes 

• 20 recreational kits 

Food Security  

 

12,221,000 

FAO: 29,000  • 30 MT (Turkey) 

• 80 MT (United Arab Emirates)  

• 7 MT (France) 

Shelter & NFIs 

 

 

3,010,322 

 

USAID: 

100,000  

DREF: 32,400  

  

• 500 tarpaulin 

• 42 tents 

• 1,000 cooking kits 

 

WASH 

 

850,000 

 

DREF: 27,500  

  

• 1 water treatment unit 

• 2 water tanks 

• 110 water family kit 

Total 19,654,110   
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CERF Rapid Response window and approved a total of US$2,994,184 

  

Project Code Project Title Approved amount 

US$ 

19-RR-CEF-

073 

First assistance to the populations most affected by Cyclone Kenneth in 

the Comoros Union for the WASH, Education / Protection and Health / 

Nutrition sectors. 

983,500 

19-RR-FAO-

022 

Support for the rapid restoration of the livelihoods of households with 

severe food difficulties in the areas of priority 

359,386 

19-RR-FPA-

031 

Emergency health response to the risks of excess morbidity and 

maternal and neonatal mortality due to Cyclone Kenneth in eight 

prefectures affected and prioritized in Greater Comoros and Moheli 

242,508 

19-RR-UDP-

006 

Support for the return of displaced people due to the destruction of their 

homes caused by the cyclone Kenneth 

436,288 

19-RR-UDP-

007 

Restoration of livelihoods and facilitation of humanitarian access through 

small emergency rehabilitation of rural roads and agricultural 

infrastructure through cash transfer (cash for work) 

200,001 

19-RR-WFP-

043 

Post-cyclone emergency food assistance in Comoros 405,798 

19-RR-WFP-

044 

Logistic coordination support for humanitarians in the Comoros 129,000 

19-RR-WHO-

036 

Provision of health care and services to people affected by the Cyclone 

Kenneth in the Comoros 

237,703 

 


