
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 GoC resumes peace talks 

with the FARC but rising 

violence is concerning. In 

September, violence by 

non-State armed groups 

continued to show 

increasing trends.  

 Over 2,200 people were 

displaced in September. 

The reported number of 

IDPs dropped compared 

to August but the overall 

figure is 28 per cent more 

compared to 2011. 

 Attacks against civilians 

rose by 32 per cent in 

September, compared to 

the previous month.  

 Heavy rains started in the 

Andean and Pacific 

regions and its highest 

peak is expected in 

November. 

People massively 
displaced in 2012  
(Sep) 

35,000 

Food security 
situations among 
indigenous people / 
# of children dead 
(ONIC 2012) 

14 / 20 

Cumulative No. of 
APM / UXO Victims, 
Sept. 
(PAICMA) 

10,001 

CERF funds in 2012 $4.1 
million 

 

 

GoC and the FARC announce peace talks 
 

Despite announcement, rise in 
violence brings 2012 mass 
displacement to 35,000 

On 27 August, the Government officially 
announced the resumption of peace talks 
with the FARC. The announcement has 
been well received among different 
sectors of the country. Although both 
parties have moved towards the 
negotiations

i
, President Santos has 

emphasized that military operations will 
continue until a final agreement is 
reached.  

Despite this encouraging announcement, 
humanitarian indicators in September continued their 2012 rising trend. Violence by non-
State armed groups continued to rise in September, particularly clashes among post-
demobilization armed groups vying for territorial control in the north (Antioquia and 
Córdoba departments). These clashes caused widespread human rights violations, mass 
displacements and access constraints. Since these groups are not considered parties to 
the conflict, they are not expected to be part of any peace process in the near future. 

An estimated 35,000 people have been displaced in mass events between January and 
September 2012 – 28 per cent more than the estimates for the same period in 2011. 
Humanitarian partners continue to face difficulties in reaching the people most in need 
due to ongoing hostilities and landmine contamination. In September, the overall figure of 
attacks against civilians rose by 32 per cent over attacks recorded in August. 

Mass displacement up 28 per cent in 2012 

Total of 2,200 people displaced in nine events in September, mostly in Nariño  

Over 2,200 people were displaced in nine mass events in September across Colombia. 
Nariño was the most affected department, with over 1,300 IDPs in four mass events. In 
most affected Nariño municipalities, local capacities to cope with new emergencies are 
overstretched due to frequent mass displacements (over 7,000 IDPs in 16 events during 
2012). 

In September, the total reported number of IDPs in Colombia fell compared to August (43 
per cent) and September 2011 (47 per cent). However, an estimated 35,000 people have 

 
Figure 1. Estimated conflict-related events per 
month Sept. 2011 – Sept 2012 

 
 
 
Source: SIDIH/OCHA 
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been massively displaced in mass 
events between January and 
September 2012 – 28 per cent more 
than the estimates for the same 
period in 2011. According to OCHA 
records, 117 mass displacement 
events have taken place to date in 
2012, compared to 102 during the 
same period in 2011. 

FARC-Army hostilities displace 
1,500 people in September  

Of the total 2,200 people displaced in 
September, 1,500 people were 
displaced due to clashes between the 
Army and the FARC. On 1 
September, over 380 Afro-
Colombians fled their homes in rural 
Roberto Payán due to clashes 
between the Army and the FARC. 
Access constraints in the area meant 
that humanitarian partners had to rely 
on local leaders and teachers to 
deliver aid to IDPs. As of 8 
September, the clashes had ceased 
and families began to return home. 
Military operations also forced 580 
indigenous and non-indigenous rural 
people to flee their homes in Tumaco 
municipality. Indigenous authorities 
claim that some families began to 
return due to insufficient humanitarian 
assistance. Security conditions and contamination by landmines and explosive remnants 
of war (ERW) along the Pacific coast of Nariño department could hamper the 
sustainability of these returns. Military operations also triggered a mass displacement in 
rural Putumayo department (Puerto Asís municipality) according to a local NGO. 
Reportedly, an estimated 70 Siona indigenous people were displaced and crossed the 
border with Ecuador.  

In northern Cauca department about 400 people were displaced in the rural area of 
Morales due to ongoing hostilities between the Army and the FARC. As of January 2012, 
hostilities between State armed forces and non-State armed groups in the department 
have left tens of thousands displaced and hundreds of civilians killed and injured. In La 
Guajira department, official sources reported the displacement of an estimated 145 
people following hostilities between the Army and the FARC in the rural area. Reportedly, 
the same families were displaced back in 2009. 

Violence by post-demobilization armed groups triggers displacements in the 
Pacific region 

In the rural area of Policarpa municipality (Nariño department), death threats and killings 
allegedly by a post-demobilization armed group caused the displacement of nearly 280 
people and reduced the access of an undetermined number to critical services. Hundreds 
of members of the armed group have reportedly been committing crimes in the 
municipality, including killings, extortion and kidnappings. These crimes have caused fear 
among local communities. In Chocó department, more than 200 Afro-Colombians were 
displaced in four rural communities of Medio Baudó municipality due to violent clashes 
between post-demobilization armed groups. One armed group allegedly held six people 

Figure 2. Mass displacements September 2012       

 

Department # of IDPs # events 

1. Nariño                                1,354                              4  

2. Cauca                                   400                              1  

3. Chocó                                   202                              1  

4. La Guajira                                   145                              1  

5. Putumayo                                     70                              1  

6. Guaviare 40 1 

 
Source: SIDIH/OCHA – UNHCR 
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hostage and is forcing IDPs to avoid urban areas. The majority of these IDPs (152) have 
reportedly returned home due to insufficient humanitarian assistance to cover all IDPs. 

Access constraints 
Civilian confinement undermines livelihoods and access to assistance 
Confinement of communities remains among the main consequences of the ongoing 
conflict in Colombia. Mobility restrictions and their immediate impact on remote rural 
communities pass highly underreported. Rapidly assessing and addressing the needs of 
confined communities remains a challenge for the Government and the humanitarian 
community.  
 
In September, OCHA registered at least three cases of confined communities. In Chocó 
department, a raid of the Ejército de Liberación Nacional (ELN) on an indigenous territory 
of Carmen de Atrato municipality forced hundreds of indigenous people to suspend their 
livelihoods (farming, fishing and small-scale mining).  In Medio Baudó municipality, the 
presence of, threats by and armed clashes among post-demobilization armed groups 
have restricted civilians’ mobility and hindered humanitarian organizations’ ability to 
provide assistance since late 2011. In rural Putumayo, landmine contamination, the 
presence of non-State armed groups and geographical dispersion continue to hinder the 
effective provision of State assistance to flood-affected communities. It is estimated that 
2,000 people remain confined. Landmine contamination has also impeded needs 
assessments. In coordination with the National Unit for Disaster Risk Management, 
humanitarian organizations are preparing complementary responses in health, WASH, 
food security and nutrition. 
 
In Cauca, an educational facility was caught in the crossfire. In Cauca and Nariño 
departments, teaching activities were suspended due to the use of schools as temporary 
shelters, following the displacements in Morales (Cauca) and Ricaurte (Nariño). Death 
threats by non-State armed groups against teachers were reported in Caldas and Arauca. 
Several cases of resignation and displacement of teachers in remote areas following 
threats and violence have been documented in the last years. Roadblocks, illegal 
checkpoints and curfews interfere with civilians’ daily activities 
 
In September, reports continued to surface of road blocks manned by non-State armed 
groups along primary and secondary roads. Cases were reported in Valle del Cauca, 
Chocó, Meta and Norte de Santander where non-State armed groups burnt vehicles and 
used cars and trucks allegedly loaded with explosives. These roadblocks limit the 
freedom of movement of local communities, often leading to the suspension of daily 
activities, transportation, commerce and in some cases, food and medicine shortages. In 
Sardinata municipality (Norte de Santander) a non-State armed group limited the mobility 
of an estimated 6,000 people for a four-day period causing shortages in food supplies 
and delays in the transfer of medical patients.  
 

 

Figure 2. Type of access constraints, September 2012                                               Source: SIDIH / OCHA 
 
Armed actions                    Road blocks                    Confinements               APM/UXO Victims     
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Illegal checkpoints manned by non-State armed groups were reported in Norte de 
Santander and Antioquia while curfews imposed by post-demobilization armed groups 
were reported in Meta and Caquetá.  
 
Security incidents limit access for humanitarian partners 

In Nariño department, an implementing partner had to suspend activities and leave the 
area for one week due to harassments by a non-State armed group. Earlier this year a 
boat carrying humanitarian goods for the same project was stopped by a non-State 
armed group in the same area. In Chocó, a non-State armed group stopped a boat 
carrying UN personnel and stole a GPS device. Following this incident, UN missions 
intended to monitor and provide humanitarian goods had to be postponed, and one was 
cancelled. These suspensions caused delays in planned activities and an increase in 
operational costs. 

Attacks against civilians rise 32 per cent in 
September 
According to OCHA’s information system, the overall figure of attacks against civilians 
rose by 32 per cent in September compared to the previous month. Reported figures of 
death threats show a slight increase, while the figures of events related to forced 
recruitment or use of children and injuries against civilians in armed hostilities indicate a 
sharp increase. 

 
Figure 3. Attacks against civilians per month 

 
Source: SIDIH / OCHA 

Reported forced recruitment and use of children and adolescents on the rise 

Reports of the non-State armed groups’ forced recruitment or use of minors in hostilities 
and illegal activities rose by almost 200 per cent in September. The increase is related 
mainly to information coming from the demobilization or capture of children or 
adolescents by State forces. 

In September, at least 25 children and adolescents who had been recruited or used by 
non-State and post-demobilization armed groups were captured in combat or surrendered 
to the Army, which then transferred them to civilian authorities in Arauca, Cauca, 
Caquetá, Guaviare, Huila and Nariño. One of these children was injured in Arauca during 
a military operation against the FARC. Cases of children and adolescents used by post-
demobilization armed groups for criminal activities and captured by the authorities were 
also reported in Antioquia and Sucre. 
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According to the Ombudsman’s Office, 72 alerts on the risk of forced recruitment of 
children have gone out from January 2011 to September 2012. These alerts have 
focused on 138 municipalities in 20 departments.  

Four civilians dead and six injured in APM/UXO accidents 

According to OCHA’s information system, at least four adults were killed and six children 
injured by explosive devices in September. Two children under five were among the 
victims. Accidents were reported in Tolima, Antioquia, Caquetá and Putumayo 
departments, which according to official sources comprise 42 per cent of total victims in 
2012. Official sources also reported five military personnel injured by APM in Antioquia, 
Cauca and Nariño departments. The cumulative number of APM/UXO victims as of 1990 
reached 10,001 in September

ii
.  Of these victims, 38 per cent were civilians, including 968 

children and teenagers. 

Use of IED continues to affect children and adolescents 

The use of improvised explosive devices (IEDs) by non-State armed groups in urban 
areas continues to affect children and adolescents. In September, the use of IEDs by 
non-State armed groups injured one child in Huila and four adolescents in Nariño. 
Furthermore, cases of IEDs near school facilities were reported in Arauca, leaving one 
person injured, and in Cauca, where 500 children had to be evacuated from a school 
facility. The explosion of abandoned IEDs also killed one child and injured four others in 
Tolima, as well as injured a child in Caquetá. 

Natural disasters 
Dry season leaves 53,000 people affected in September 

In September, the number of people affected by natural disasters dropped by 55 per cent 
compared to August. Windstorms and droughts had the highest impact, with over 45,000 
people affected and substantial damages to infrastructure. Nariño, Atlántico and 
Antioquia were the most affected departments, with 67 per cent of the total people 
affected (35,800), according to official sources. 

Environmental authorities forecast 55 per cent probability of La Niña 
phenomenon 

The transition from the dry season to the second rainy season began in mid-September. 
Rains have already started in the Andean and Pacific regions, with the heaviest rains 
expected in November. Landslides and floods are likely to cause grave humanitarian 
consequences in high-risk areas with low capacities for preparedness, including Norte de 
Santander, Arauca, Chocó and Córdoba, among others. 

Humanitarian funding 
UN Joint Programmes in Soacha and the Pacific successfully complete 
activities 

As part of a strategy to support Government efforts to maximize the impact of relief and 
development work, the UN system has been promoted a series of joint programmes in 
Colombia. These programmes allow better coordination with State agencies, 
organizations, civil society and local communities in carrying out critical activities. As of 
2010, two joint programmes had been developed to respond to the country’s most 
pressing needs and changing context: the Human Security programme in Soacha 
municipality near Bogotá (funded by the United Nations Human Security Trust Fund 
(UNHSTF)) and the joint programme to respond to the impact of 2010 – 2011 La Niña 
Phenomenon in the Pacific coast (funded by Colombia Humanitaria).  
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For further information, please contact:  
Gerard Gómez | Head of Office | gomezg@un.org | Tel. +57-1 6221100 Ext. 1102 
María de la Luz Vásquez | Information and Reporting Officer | vasquezm@un.org | Tel. +57- 1 6221100 Ext. 1303 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org | www.colombiassh.org | www.reliefweb.int  

For the La Niña joint programme, UN agencies providing humanitarian relief to flood-
affected communities in the Pacific coast completed their activities on 30 September. The 
programme reached an estimated 59,000 beneficiaries, mainly indigenous people and 
Afro-Colombians, and provided WASH, shelter, early recovery, food security, education 
and health support.  

In Soacha, nine UN agencies have been 
developing a joint programme with a 
human security approach since 2010. The 
programme has benefited 6,500 people – 
mainly long-term IDPs who have settled in 
the municipality in precarious conditions – 
through the development of an integrated 
and sustainable social protection system. 
Activities will soon be completed, and 
participating agencies have agreed to 
launch a one-year sustainability strategy 
in order to assist local authorities and 

communities in strengthening public 
policies to benefit the most vulnerable. 

 
                                                      

 

i In February, the parties signed a six-point pre-agreement; in June, the Congress approved a “peace legal framework”; both 
parties designated negotiation teams. 
ii For more information, visit http://www.accioncontraminas.gov.co/SitePages/homenaje.html 

 
Photo: FAO/ Teresita Góngora. Within the UN Joint 
Programme "For a more human Soacha," FAO has 
contributed to improving the food security of 500 families 
in Altos de Florida, through the implementation of 500 
gardens. Community gardens are also an important 
strategy to strengthen social and community integration, 
and to empower women. 
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