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COLOMBIA 
VAM Bulletin #1: October 2021 

This bulletin provides periodic information on the Food Security situation in Colombia and other relevant socio-economic indicators, according to primary and secondary data produced by 
WFP and other governmental and non-governmental organizations. 

Puntos clave 
Poverty in Colombia increased between 2019 and 2020. In the first half of 
2021, poverty has remained at levels similar to 2020 because COVID-19 
continues to have an impact on the economy in terms of high levels of 
unemployment and informal labour, making it difficult for households to 
recover.  

 
 
The socioeconomic situation in Colombia deteriorated between 2019 and 2020. The share of the 
population in extreme monetary, monetary and multidimensional poverty increased from one year to 
the next. By 2020, 21 million (42.5%) of people were in poverty, of which 7. 5 million (15.1%)  were in 
extreme poverty.1 

 
The estimate of poverty in the country has an annual periodicity and, therefore, the figures are not yet 
available for 2021. However, some indicators show the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
households' socioeconomic resources.2 

 
Between 2019 and 2020, household incomes were affected by an increase in unemployment, which 
rose from 10. 5% to 15.9%, and has since not recovered. In the first half of 2021 the unemployment 
rate was 15.4%, which is no substantive change is observed with respect to the previous year. 

1. The situation of monetary poverty refers to a lack of economic resources to access a basic basket of goods and services, while those who are in a situation of extreme monetary poverty do not have sufficient resources to access a basic food basket. Multidimensional 
poverty, on the other hand, refers to gaps in terms of access to housing public services, health, education and employment among others. The data on poverty were extracted from the statistical annexes of the bulletins of poverty published by the Departamento 
Administrativo Nacional de Estadísticas – DANE.  

2. The figures on unemployment and informal labour come from the statistical annexes of the Large Integrated Household Survey, published by the Departamento Administrativo Nacional de Estadísticas – DANE.  
 

 

More than half of the Colombian population is food insecure (52%). 

In the case of the Venezuelan migrant population, more than six out of 
ten people (64%) are food insecure.  

Prevalence of poverty (% of population) . National total 

WFP VAM | Food Security Analysis  

Tipo de pobreza 2019 2020 2021
Pobreza monetaria 35.7 42.5 *
Pobreza monetaria extrema 9.6 15.1 *
Pobreza multidimensional 17.5 18.1 *
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1. NATIONAL OVERVIEW — HOUSEHOLD SOCIO-ECONOMIC SITUATION (DANE)  

Source: DANE – Monetary and multidimensional poverty bulletins 
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3. The measurement of informal labour in Colombia is done from two perspectives: the size of the company in which people work and their access to social security. 
4. WFP, Computer Assisted Telephone Interviews (CATI), Wave June-August 2021  

2. FOOD SECURITY IN THE COLOMBIAN POPULATION  

In addition to unemployment,  household resources are affected by the high levels of informal labour in 
the country.3 About half (48.8%) of the people who work (employed) in the 23 main cities are in the informal 
sector,  that is, they work in small companies  (up to 5 workers) that are more likely to not be legally 
registered  and to provide precarious conditions and low remuneration to their workers.  
 
From the perspective of social security, 63.2% of the working population throughout the country works in 
the informal sector, that is, they are not affiliated with the pension system. 
 
In this context of the labor market, it is probable that the percentage of the population in a situation of 
poverty by 2021, will remain at levels similar to 2020. In addition, both the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic, and the national strike, have disrupted supply chains and product prices. 

Food security refers to the ability of households to reliably access sufficient food, a measure which is 
usually based on the frequency and diversity of food consumption and the coping capacity of households 
to overcome shocks. 

The Consolidated Approach for Reporting Indicators of food security (CARI) classifies four levels: food 
security, marginal food security, moderate food insecurity and severe food insecurity.  

Data from telephone surveys collected by WFP show  that the percentage of food insecure households is 
52%.4 Of  these,  48% are moderately food insecure, where they have significant gaps in food consumption 
or are marginally able to meet their minimum food needs solely by employing irreversible coping 
strategies. 

Another 4% of households are severely food insecure, i.e. have extreme gaps in food consumption or 
suffer from extreme livelihood depletion leading to gaps in consumption. 

In more than half of the country's departments, the percentage of food insecure households is more than 
50%. The most affected departments are Putumayo with 60% of households in food insecurity, followed by 
La Guajira (59%), Chocó (59%) and Arauca (58%). 

 

 

1. NATIONAL PANORAMA — SOCIO-ECONOMIC SITUATION OF HOUSEHOLDS (DANE) (CONTINUATION) 

Percentage of households in food insecurity  
by department 
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 * In the departments of Amazonas, Guainía, Vaupés, Guaviare and Vichada, the number of 
surveys is less than 100. 
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According to data from DANE's monthly survey Pulso Social, the COVID-19 pandemic has significantly affected the number of daily meals consumed by households  
residing in the country's 23 major cities. 

Before the start of quarantine/preventive isolation in 2019, about 10% of households consumed on average two meals a day or less.  Currently, about 30% of 
households consume on average two meals a day or less. 

By July 2021, the capital cities with the highest percentage of households consuming less than 3 meals a day were Cartagena (75.3%), Barranquilla (73.6%), Sincelejo 
(62.8%),  Florencia (52.9%) and Montería (51.7%).  

In recent years, Colombia has been the country that has received the largest number of 
Venezuelan migrants in the region. As of August 31, 2021, Migración Colombia reported a total 
of 1,842,390 people from Venezuela in the country. 

According to information gathered by WFP through web surveys5, about  64% (1.1 million) of 
migrants are food insecure - 50% are moderately food insecure and 14% are severely insecure. 

According to evaluations conducted by the Interagency Group on Mixed Migration Flows 
(GIFMM), food insecurity is 54% among refugees and migrants living permanently in the 
country6, and reaches 62% among pendular migrants who circulate between Colombia and 
Venezuela7 and 88% among transitory Venezuelan migrants who are passing through 
Colombia8. 

The average food insecurity of  these three groups (68%)  is close to the WFP figure (64%),  
which does not  disaggregate the information into types of  migrants. 

5. WFP, web-based surveys (RIWI), Wave July-August 2021.  
6. Population refugee and migrant with vocation for permanence is the one that is established within the national territory, beyond their migratory status.  
7. The pendulum population is one that enters the territory for a short period of time (i.e. hours or days) to stock up on food, basic necessities, visit relatives or carry out other activities in the municipalities of entry to the country. 
8. The population in transit is the one that uses Colombia as a country of passage to reach some other destination in the region.  

Fig. X: Title  

2. FOOD SECURITY IN THE COLOMBIAN POPULATION  (CONTINUATION) 

3. FOOD SECURITY AMONG VENEZUELAN REFUGEE AND MIGRANT POPULATIONS (GIFMM) 

Food security level of the Venezuelan migrant 
population 

Source: GIFMM – Joint Needs Assessments 
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During the months of April and July, WFP carried out a food security 
assessment of Colombia’s ex-combatant population in the process of 
reintegration, which is an ongoing process in 6 of the 24 Former 
Territorial Training and Reincorporation Spaces (AETCR) and the 
communities surrounding these spaces. 

The results show that the households in the process of reintegration 
have relatively low levels of food insecurity (14% in moderate and 1% in 
severe), while the communities surrounding the AETCR report higher 
levels (24% in moderate and 5% in severe). 

The lower levels of food insecurity among ex-combatants is related to 
the benefits they receive under the peace agreement framework, 
which include, for example, food baskets and financial support through 
cash transfers. 

Carlo Scaramella, WFP Colombia Country Director and Country Representative    

Erin Carey, Head of Research, Assessment and Monitoring  (RAM), WFP Colombia 
erin.carey@wfp.org 

Alejandra Hincapié, Data Analyst (RAM), WFP Colombia 

alejandra.hincapie@wfp.org  

mVAM Resources: 

Website:  http://vam.wfp.org/sites/mvam_monitoring/  

Blog:       mvam.org 

Toolkit:    http://resources.vam.wfp.org/mVAM 

Source: WFP – Ex-combatants Assessment 

Food security among populations in the process  
of reintegration 

 4. FOOD SECURITY AMONG EX-COMBATANTS IN THE PROCESS OF REINTEGRATION (WFP) 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION  
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