
 
 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In numbers 

US$ 77.1 m next six months (November 

2020-April 2021) funding requirements 

469,841 people assisted 
in October 2020 
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Operational Context 

WFP supports the National Government and institutions in 

their goal of eradicating malnutrition by 2030.   

As a result of over 50 years of internal conflict, the country 
presents one of the largest caseloads of IDPs at global level, 
with an estimated 6.3 million people affected by violence, of 
which 5.1 million are in need of humanitarian assistance. As 
of 2019, it was estimated that around 2.4 million people 
suffered from food insecurity. 

During the past years Colombia has also become a receiver 
of massive migration from Venezuela, the largest migration 
movement in the modern history of Latin America. About 1.7 
million Venezuelans are currently in Colombia, in addition to 
about 700,000 Colombian returnees. 

Colombia has been greatly affected by COVID-19. 
Restrictions and social distancing measures have had a 
severe impact on the country's economy, labour market and 
social fabric, with a reduction in the gross domestic product 
(GDP) estimated at 5.5 percent.  WFP has been present in 
Colombia since 1969. 

 

 

Contact info: Génesis Maynard (genesis.maynard@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Carlo Scaramella  

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/Colombia 

 

50% 50% 

2019 Human Development Index: 

79 out of 189 

Chronic malnutrition: 10.8% 

Population: 49.1 million 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Operational Updates 

• Scale of WFP’s emergency response: In 

October WFP supported nearly 470,000 people 

with emergency food assistance. This reflects 

WFP’s significant scale-up in the second half of 

2020 in response to higher needs due to COVID-

19 and more recently the devastating effects of 

La Niña and Hurricane IOTA. All of WFP’s 

programmes incorporate biosecurity measures to 

protect against COVID-19. 

• Support to COVID-affected Colombians: In 

October, WFP supported over 57,000 newly 

targeted Colombians, affected by the COVID-19 

socioeconomic impact, including thousands of 

rural and indigenous people in the Amazon 

region. WFP has also kickstarted its support to 

the Government’s contact-tracing and selective 

isolation strategy in 8 cities, which will allow to 

reach 109,000 beneficiaries with food assistance 

during their isolation period.   

• WFP’s response to the Venezuelan 

migration emergency: Nearly 80% of WFP’s 

monthly beneficiaries are Venezuelan migrants, 

Colombian returnees or members of host 

communities. In October, WFP reached over 

311,000 of these people through multiple 

assistance modalities, particularly food vouchers 

and cash transfers. Two new projects have 

started in collaboration with ILO in Cali and 

Barranquilla to create employment opportunities 

and promote entrepreneurship for migrants.   

• Support to disaster and violence-affected 

populations: According to OCHA, to date in 

2020 over 86,000 people have been forcibly 

displaced or confined in their communities due 

to internal violence. As of October over 280,000 

people had been affected by extreme weateher 

events. In October, WFP provided food baskets 

and vouchers to over 35,000 of the most at-risk 

violence and disaster-affected people and it is 

planning to increase its support amidst growing 

needs to complement Government efforts. 

• School feeding: The distribution of take-home 
rations for over 118,000 schoolchildren 

continues. WFP, together with Plan International, 

developed the booklet Nutrition and School 

Feeding, aimed at conveying key messages to 

children and their families regarding programme 

changes due to COVID-19 and the provision of 

take-home rations in a simple way. 
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• Shock-responsive social protection (SRSP): 

Through the SRSP pilot in the border department of 

Arauca, WFP is providing cash-based transfers to 

support a temporary expansion of existing social 

protection programmes. In October, 12,913 

families received cash transfers. WFP is also 

providing financial support to the National Disaster 

Management Agency for the provision of food 

baskets for people not able to receive cash. WFP is 

working hand-in-hand with national and local 

institutions to reach all targeted beneficiaries.  

• Support to peace efforts: Among various 

activities to contribute to peace and stabilization in 

Colombia, WFP also supports the productive 

reincorporation process of former FARC guerrilla 

combatants while carrying out affirmative actions 

for the empowerment of women ex-combatants. 

Complementing the work of national institutions, 

WFP’s interventions aim at improving income 

generation, food and nutritional security as well as 

gender-based violence prevention. 

• Support to national nutrition efforts: In 

collaboration with the Colombian Institute for 

Family Welfare (ICBF), WFP is providing micro-

nutrient powders for 150,000 children across 192 

municipalities of the Atlantic Coast, the subregion 

with the highest levels of anaemia. This support 

aims at preventing vitamin and other nutrients’ 

deficiencies, a risk heightened by the 

socioeconomic impact of COVID-19. 

Monitoring  

• COVID-19 impact on beneficiaries: Through 

remote monitoring, WFP is measuring both its 

assistance processes and results as well as how 

COVID is affecting the lives of beneficiaries. 

Surveyed beneficiaries reported a worrying impact 

of the crisis: 91% report their income has 

decreased; 71% are worried not to have enough 

food for the next week, with many reporting to be 

able to cope thanks to WFP’s assistance.  

Challenges 

• Access restrictions: The rainy season in Colombia 

is increasing food needs across the country, while 

impacting WFP’s operations. As roads have become 

impassable, the transport of in-kind food targeting 

some 50,000 people in the remote Alta Guajira 

delayed October distributions, however WFP 

managed to ensure delivery by sea of much needed 

commodities to Puerto Estrella thus ensuring 

continuity of assistance for affected vulnerable 

Wayuu indigenous communities.  

 

Donors 

Canada, Colombia, European Commission, Germany, 

Republic of Korea, Switzerland, USA, private donors. 

Additional support has been provided by UN CERF, UN 

Peace Building Fund and UN-Adaptation Fund. 

 

WFP Country Strategy  

Country Strategic Plan (2017-2021) 

Total Requirement 
(in USD) 

Allocated 
Contributions (in 
USD) 

Six Month Net Funding 
Requirements (in USD) 

414 m 288.7 m  77.1 m 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 2: victims of violence, marginalized 
communities and vulnerable ethnic populations have adequate 
access at all times to nutritious foods and diversified diets, and are 

supported in establishing or improving their livelihoods.  
Focus area:  crisis response 

Activities:  
• Support victims of violence. 

• Implement home-grown school feeding, focusing on 
protection and targeting vulnerable children not covered by 
public programmes. 

Strategic Result 2:  No one suffers from malnutrition 

Strategic Outcome 3: communities and families have the 
capacities to prevent malnutrition in all its forms, with a focus on 
leaving nobody behind in marginalized urban and remote rural areas. 
Focus area:  crisis response 

Activities:  
• Provide food security and nutrition education and behaviour 

change communication. 
• Provide technical support.  

• Implement school meals programmes in response to 
government requests. 

Strategic Result 3:  Smallholders have improved food security and 
nutrition through improved productivity and incomes 

Strategic Outcome 4: Smallholder farmers, women and men, 
increase their production and marketing capacities sustainably. 

Focus area:  resilience building 

Activities:  
• Provide technical support for rural smallholders. 

• Stimulate markets with WFP purchases. 

Strategic Result 4:  Food systems are sustainable 

Strategic Outcome 5: Rural ethnic communities in vulnerable areas 
have increased capacity to recover from shocks and adapt to climate 
change. 

Focus area:  resilience building 

Activities:  
• Build resilience and enhance livelihoods 

Strategic Result 5:  Developing countries have strengthened 
capacity to implement the SDGs 

Strategic Outcome 1: local governments and civil-society 
organizations have strengthened capacities to implement 
accountable programmes that contribute to reducing food 

insecurity and malnutrition  
Focus area:  root causes 

Activities:  
• Strengthen the capacities of territorial actors for planning, 

implementing and evaluating food and nutrition policies 
and programmes. 

• Develop and evaluate innovative food and nutrition models. 

 
 
 
 


