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WFP Assistance 

 Reintegration of 

persons affected by 

the conflict in 

Colombia 

 

PRRO 200708 

(Jul 2015 – Jun 2018) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

 62.9 m 
28 m 

(45%) 
1.5 m 
(16%) 

*December 2016 – May 2017 

WFP's strategy in Colombia complements the 

government's peacebuilding efforts and aims to build 

government capacity by strengthening social 

programmes, which will improve the food and nutrition 

security of conflict-affected populations. Based on 

lessons learned and in consultation with the 

Government, donors and other partners, WFP is 

reorienting its strategy in Colombia through a strategic 

review process. Important shifts include the transition 

from humanitarian assistance to longer-term solutions 

for recovery. Thematic priorities include resilience-

building, capacity strengthening, gender and nutrition 

sensitive programming with a focus on dispersed rural 

areas and vulnerable and marginalized ethnic groups.  

 

As of today, WFP has adopted innovative approaches to 

assist vulnerable displaced, confined and returnee 

populations and support to small farmers through e-

vouchers that are redeemed at farmers’ associations. 

Thus, WFP promotes the consumption of fresh 

nutritious foods and creates market opportunities for 

smallholder farmers. Additionally, through asset 

creation activities and trainings, WFP strengthens the 

resilience of communities affected by conflict and 

natural disasters. The Government is particularly 

supportive of this new approach, which is aligned with 

its post-conflict strategy. 

 

WFP and partners conduct trainings on gender equality 

(including women's and girl’s rights, sexual and 

reproductive health, shared domestic responsibilities 

and violence against women) in addition to 

mainstreaming gender in all activities. Actions such as 

organizing food distributions closer to targeted 

communities and minimizing waiting time resulted in a 
higher participation of women. WFP activities seek to 

promote the leadership of women and their greater 

participation in oversight and accountability 

committees, in order to strengthen their decision- 
making in project design and implementation.  

 

Strengthening 

Government Capacities 

to improve FSN  

 
MDTF 200781 

Strengthening the PRRO 

(Jan 2015 –Dec 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received  

(in USD) 

 

1.9 m 1.9 m 

 

WFP established a committee with government 

partners to coordinate the implementation of the 

Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) and 

guarantee the complementarity of actions and ensure 

the flow of information. A multi-donor trust fund 

(MDTF) has been set up to align with the 

government’s social programmes, with the aim of 

strengthening their capacities through a wide range of 

food assistance tools. The MDTF complements WFP's 

PRRO and effectively contributes to the 

implementation of WFP's strategy in Colombia.WFP 

started the National Study on Food Security and 

Nutrition in Indigenous Communities (ENSANI). This 

study is carried out in partnership with the Colombian 

Institute for Family Welfare (ICBF), the National 

Department of Statistics (DANE) and the National 

Institute of Health (INS). The trust fund covers the 

second stage of the study. During the first stage 

(2015), information was gathered from four 

indigenous groups. In the current phase, information 

is collected among four additional groups. 
 

 

Highlights 

After the very narrow results of the plebiscite on the 

peace deal with FARC guerilla group in October, a 

renegotiation phase took place in order to find points 

of convergence with the opposition leaders and reach 

a final peace agreement.  In November, the 

Colombian government and the FARC signed a revised 

and final peace deal, which was approved by 

Congress. In the coming weeks the rebels will leave 

their camps, relocating to a set number of sites 

throughout the country. From there, the groups will 

disarm under the watch of United Nations inspectors 

and then begin a new life as civilians.   

 

 

WFP Says No to Gender Based Violence is part of the UN 

Secretary-General’s campaign to End Violence against Women 

(UNiTE)  

 

Main 
Photo 

 

In Numbers 

6 m people displaced  

600,000 people in need of food assistance 

49% 51% 
69,693 
People Assisted 
November 2016 

November 2016 
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Donors 

USA, Switzerland, Canada, Germany, Private Donors 
 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 Despite the peace agreement with the FARC guerrilla 

group, some regions in the country are experiencing 

an escalation of violence caused by other illegal armed 

groups not involved in the peace negotiations. In Norte 

de Santander province, for security reasons WFP could 

not access some areas, and activities had to be 

rescheduled.   

 

 Colombia CO presented its new Country Strategy Plan 

(CSP 2017-2021) to UN agencies. Opportunities for 

joint interventions were identified, as well as potential 

geographical areas. Meetings were carried out with 

UNICEF, FAO, UNODC, UNOPS and OIM to develop 

concrete proposals.  

 

 Through the first multi-purpose cash-based project in 

the region, aimed at women victims of gender-based 

violence, Colombia CO assisted 60 women and their 

children. Women participated in training sessions on 

food security, gender based violence prevention and 

economic autonomy. Furthermore, women received 

seed capital in order to initiate income generation 

activities. The main achievements of this pilot project 

are: i) the strengthening of women’s productive, 

management and marketing capacities; ii) 10 percent 

of women were hired as cashiers by a large 

supermarket; iii) women reached a higher level of 

economic autonomy; iv) an increased percentage of 

women reports being optimistic about rebuilding a safe 

life, and v) women and their children have improved 

their food security.   

 

 One of the main lessons learned of this project is that 

beyond the starting phase, it is necessary to support 

women for the development of income generation 

activities. On the other hand, it is important to 

strengthen employability strategies, so that women 

can access more stable sources of revenue.   

 

 With a view to scaling up the project, Colombia CO, 

with the support of the Regional Bureau, carried out 

the following preparatory activities in the cities of Cali 

and Pasto, in the south-west regions of the country: a. 

Review of national and local social protection systems 

related to GBV issues to understand the strengths and 

weaknesses of these programs 2. Meetings with 

potential UN agencies, NGOs and the private sector 

with the aim of strengthening a possible synergy in 

line with the multipurpose dimension of the project. 
 

Challenges 

 According to the UNGRD (National Unit for Disaster 

Risk Management), intense rains have affected more 

than 24,000 families in the last three months in more 

than half of the country provinces.  Due to the loss of 

subsistence crops, there is a high probability that 

affected communities will face food insecurity in the 
coming months. WFP is present in most of the 

affected regions and is monitoring and preparing to 

assist affected populations through early recovery 
activities in coordination with the relevant authorities.  

Country Background & Strategy 

 

With a Gini index of 0.05, Colombia ranks 19th among 
the world's most unequal countries. Despite the 

government's social investments, many regions, 
particularly rural areas, still suffer from high poverty, 
inadequate service delivery and few economic 
opportunities. Colombia is ranked 92nd out of 186 
countries in terms of gender inequality. Colombia’s 
population suffers from chronic malnutrition and 
anaemia, as well as obesity and over-nutrition. The 

armed conflict has affected 7 million people and 
displaced 6.8 million. In 2014, the Government 
registered 400,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs). 
The conflict disproportionately affects vulnerable ethnic 
minorities. Over 95 percent of IDPs are food insecure 
compared to the national average of 43 percent.  WFP’s 
presence in Colombia is a result of the instability 

associated with the conflict and gaps in coverage within 
the Government’s assistance programmes. The 

Government requested WFP’s continued support to 
assist through a two-pronged strategy: (i) relief and 
recovery support to the populations affected by the 
conflict that is expected to end in 2016, as a result of 

the ongoing peace process; and (ii) capacity 
development and technical assistance in food and 
nutrition security. The signing of a final peace 
agreement means that the armed conflict between the 
Government and the country’s largest guerrilla group, 
FARC, may come to an end. This will allow the affected 
populations to return to normal life and facilitate the 

provision of WFP assistance. WFP is well positioned to 
respond to the emerging needs and complement 
government’s efforts, in close coordination with the UN 
system.  

WFP has been present in Colombia since 1969. 

 

 

 

Country Director: Deborah Hines 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/Colombia  

 

Chronic malnutrition: 13.2% of 

children aged 6-59 months 

 

2015 Human Development Index: 

91 out of 188 

 
Income Level:  
Upper middle-income 
 

Population: 48,600,000 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/Colombia

