
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Nearly half of all districts in Chad's Sahel zone report malnutrition 

rates above the emergency threshold. (OCHA/Kropf) 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 The Chadian Government 

presents a long-term plan to 
integrate people who fled 
CAR to Chad. 

 Malnutrition rates in Chad's 
Sahel zone remain above the 
15% emergency level in 
nearly half of all districts. 

 First outbreaks of cholera 
reported in Chad since 2011.  
A cholera vaccination 
campaign, unprecedented in 
Chad, will be introduced to 
reinforce ongoing WASH and 
medical programmes. 

 Nearly 245,000 children 
treated for malnutrition from 
January to October 2014. 

 Fuel prices triple in October 
and November, hampering 
humanitarian action.  

 UN Day marked by exchange 
with public across the 
country.  

 A high-level partnership 
mission visited Chad to learn 
firsthand about the 
humanitarian situation.  

FIGURES 

Population 13.2 m 

Literacy rate 33.6% 

GDP per capita US$1,330 

Life expectancy 49.6 yrs 

Mortality rate  
(< 5 yrs) 

209/1,000 

Maternal 
mortality rate 

1,000 / 
100,000 

Access to 
potable water 

48.2% 

FUNDING 

618 million 
requested (US$) 

 36% funded 

Stall in the small 
market in the 
transit  
site of Doba.  
(OCHA / Kropf)  

New long term vision for CAR returnees  
Government presents long-term plan for tens of thousands of people 

Following the wave of violence in the Central African Republic (CAR) in December 2013, 
the Government of Chad evacuated over 60,000 Chadian nationals who had migrated to 
CAR two or three generations ago. Most of them have lost all ties to their villages of origin 
and no longer have family links on which to rely. To demonstrate its extended 
commitment to these people, the Government is working on a medium and long-term plan 
to reintegrate them into Chadian society on the social as well as economic level. The plan 
recognises that their arrival in Chad should be seen not as a burden but rather as an 
asset that could strengthen the country. The vision of the Government is to build on the 
skills and experience of the returnees to help them to build their future in Chad. 

Plan recognises specific needs of different groups. 

The Government´s plan takes into account the 
various backgrounds and livelihoods of the returned 
Chadians. Around half of them were merchants in 
CAR and some have already re-started such 
activities on a small scale. Families could benefit 
from being integrated into the economies of cities 
and villages, possibly through micro-credits that 
would allow them to jump-start their businesses.  

Fulani cattle herders and farmers need support, with 
accessing pastures and land, which will be done in 
such a way as to avoid provoking conflict with local farmers. In order to meet the needs of 
those returnees who do not wish to leave transit sites and temporary camps, the plan 
foresees moving the sites to nearby towns and integrating them into new neighbourhoods.  

All ministries, humanitarian and development actors working together 

The Plan de Réponse Global à moyen et long terme pour la reinsertion socio- 
économique des retournés de la RCA is being developed under the supervision of the 
Ministry of Plan and International Cooperation, and based on the results of several inter-
ministerial missions and consultations, supplemented by humanitarian reports and 
analysis. 

From 20 to 24 October, the Government's vision was presented and discussed during an 
inter-ministerial retreat with the participation of key partners including the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Human Settlements Programme 
(UN-HABITAT), the Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) and OCHA. Following this retreat, a 
committee was put into place to finalise the plan.  

  

Humanitarian Bulletin 
Chad 
Issue 06 | 1 October - 30 November 2014 

 

Chad 

afsd 

dfs 

 

 

Issue 02 | March 2014 

In this issue 
Long-term vision for CAR returnees P.1 

First cholera outbreaks since 2011 P.2 

High malnutrition rate in the Sahel P.4 

Fuel shortage hits humanitarians P.5 

 

 

 

Chad: A showcase for the Sahel P.4 

 

 



Chad Humanitarian Bulletin | 2 

 

 

http://www.unocha.org/tchad | www.unocha.org 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

11,000  
Chadian returnees 
live in host 
communities in 
Mandoul and 
Logone Oriental. 

Living conditions in Koumba, one of the villages in Mandoul 
and Logone Oriental region hosting 11,000 returnees from 
CAR. (Photo: SIF) 

Unmet needs persist in host villages  

Mission to Bethel highlights dire living conditions for Chadian returnees off sites 

UN agencies, NGOs and the Ministry of Social Affairs undertook a joint 
mission on 25 November to Bethel, Logone Oriental region, some 80 
kilometres from Goré and only 2 kilometres from the border with CAR. 
This evaluation highlighted the persisting unmet humanitarian needs in 
host communities in the regions of Logone Oriental and Mandoul 
which host over 11,000 returnees from CAR.  

Bethel, with a native population of 695 people, now hosts 3,475 
arrivals of CAR (675 households), meaning that the population has grown to five times its 
original size in 2014. This increase puts immense pressure on the local infrastructure like 
the only water point or the six available classrooms. Women and children stand in line 
during the whole day for water and every class counts between 60 to 90 children. The 
village also lacks latrines. To combat the serious risk of outbreaks of waterborne disease 
caused by defecation in the open, water and sanitation facilities are being put in place by 
Oxfam. Since the closure of the MSF mobile clinic in the region last August, there are no 
health facilities in Bethel requiring people in need of healthcare to travel to Yamodo, 
about 20 kilometres away.  

Adequate shelter is also a concern: since the 
closure of the border, people have been 
unable to collect straw with which they thatch 
their houses, from the other side of the river. 
The participants of the joint mission have been 
informed of the need for tarpaulins.  

Despite these unmet needs which affect 
everyone living in Bethel, the host population 
and the returnees from CAR are able to live 
together harmoniously due to cultural 
similarities and a common language. 

First cholera outbreak since 2011  
Cholera outbreak spills over from neighbouring countries  

Between end of August and end of October, 172 cases of cholera, of which ten proved 
fatal, were recorded in the Mayo Kebbi Ouest and Lac regions. This is the first time that 
cholera has resurfaced in Chad since the 2011 epidemic when over 17,000 cases were 
recorded, including 450 people who died. 

The first case was confirmed on 27 August 
at the health centre supported by Médecins 
Sans Frontières (MSF) in Biparé, in the 
district of Lere, which later admitted a further 
25 people during the outbreak. 

Comprehensive response to outbreak  

At the end of September, the first suspected 
cases of cholera were reported in Kaiga and 
on the island of Kinasserom in Lac region. 
When these cases were subsequently 
confirmed by laboratory tests, health 
authorities and NGOs, notably International 
Medical Corps (IMC), installed cholera 
treatment units (CTU) in Kaiga and 
Kinasserom where 144 patients were 
treated up to mid-November. By the end of 
the month no new cases had been reported. 

The population of Bethel 

has grown to five times 

its original size, putting 

immense pressure on 

the local infrastructure.  

Cholera epidemics have 

been raging in both 

neighbouring Cameroon 

and Nigeria for months.  
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Access to villages in the Lake region is mostly only 
possible by boat. (Photo: IMC)  

The island of Kinasserom is a commercial hub for fishermen and traders from Chad, and 
from neighbouring Nigeria, Cameroon and Niger - all three of which have been suffering 
recently from cholera epidemics. The isolation of the island areas makes medical 
interventions and awareness raising activities difficult.  

UNICEF allocates US$ 40,000 to health authorities for cholera prevention activities 

On 25 October, the UN's Children's Fund (UNICEF) allocated US$ 40,000 to health 
authorities to finance cholera prevention activities in the Bagassola, Bol and Liwa districts 
in Lac region. Some 120 community volunteers were trained in prevention and outreach, 
and in Kaiga, 6 blocks of much needed latrines were built. To facilitate access to 
healthcare facilities, UNICEF funded the purchase of fuel and maintenance of an 
outboard motor and the vehicles of the health authorities of Bagassola and Liwa districts. 

In November, the European Commission’s 
Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection 
department (ECHO) allocated a grant to IMC 
to build more permanent cholera treatment 
units (CTU) with medical teams based in 
Kinasserom and Kaiga in addition to a roving 
team to respond to any new potential cholera 
outbreak in the region. The grant also 
financed a response in Water, Hygiene and 
Sanitation (WASH) including water 
chlorination, decontamination of patients’ 
houses, and awareness activities. A "pirogue-
ambulance" was introduced by IMC to allow 
for faster transfers to the CTUs. 

Unprecedented cholera vaccination campaign in Chad for early 2015 

In January and February 2015, the Ministry of Public Health and its partners will be 
launching a cholera vaccination campaign in twelve high-risk areas including Lac and 
Mayo Kebbi Ouest regions. The areas have a total population of 162,000 inhabitants of 
whom 156,000 people over one year of age are targeted.  

This will be the first time that a cholera vaccination campaign is conducted in Chad. The 
vaccine has been shown to be 85 per cent effective in preventing cholera amongst 
vaccinated populations for the first year and 65 per cent effective up to five years later, 
according to the UN's Children's Fund (UNICEF). The vaccine is administered orally in 
two doses with 15 day interval and can be used effectively in case of epidemics but 
interventions in WASH remain the preferred approach of humanitarian actors in 
preventing epidemics. 
 

Sahel zone still hard hit by malnutrition  

Improved methodology shows differences in nutritional level within the regions 

The prevalence of severe acute malnutrition (SAM) is above the emergency threshold 
(2 per cent of children 6-59 months) in 14 of the 33 health districts of the Sahel zone, 
according to the recent results of a Standardized Monitoring and Assessment of Relief 
Transitions Survey (SMART) on nutritional and retrospective mortality. The survey was 
jointly conducted by UNICEF and the Ministry of Public Health in August and September 
and financed by ECHO. The results were approved on 28 November.  

This year, the SMART collected data at the health district level, rather than at the regional 
level. This was instrumental in highlighting disparities within the regions themselves. The 
Wadi Fira region for example, has a 14 per cent rate of Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM, 
combined percentage of moderate and severe malnutrition rates) which is below the 
emergency threshold of 15 per cent. However, the district of Iriba, in the Wadi Fira region, 
has a 21 per cent GAM rate. 

 

 

The comprehensive 

medical response was 

followed by WASH 

interventions. In early 

2015, the first cholera 

vaccination campaign in 

Chad will be conducted 

in the areas most at risk. 
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Critical situation, despite drop in some regions 

The most affected districts by SAM are Mao, followed by Iriba, Moussoro, Ngouri, and 
Abdi (see table). In six regions, the incidence of SAM is above the emergency threshold 
of two per cent: Kanem, Ouaddaï, Bahr-el-Gazal, 
Batha the Lake and the city of N'Djamena (see 
table). 15 of the 33 districts are above the 
emergency thresholds for either GAM, SAM or both.  

While the SAM rate remained generally stable in 
most regions, it increased notably in Kanem and 
Ouaddai regions. Compared to last year, some 
regions have seen a significant drop in the GAM 
rates. This is the case in Batha, Wadi-Fira, and 
Ouaddai regions.  

The situation remains critical in Kanem and Bahr-
El-Ghazal regions and alarming in most others. 
The Ministry of Public Health will seek to 
consolidate the progress that has been made, 
enhancing preventative activities such as 
promoting exclusive breastfeeding and the 
production and consumption of quality food based 
on local products. It also recommends that 
humanitarian actors combine nutrition and food 
security activities and strengthen the supervision of 
nutritional centres. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nearly 245,000 children treated for malnutrition  

3 per cent higher admissions in this year's lean season 

The Nutrition Cluster has evaluated the number of admissions of severely malnourished 
children to feeding centres in Chad's Sahel zone and in the south of the country, notably 
in the sites of Chadian returnees from CAR. From January to October, nearly 245,000 
children with GAM, including 128,000 cases of SAM, were admitted and treated in over 
480 therapeutic centres across the country, according to the Nutrition Cluster.  

Region  District  GAM 
(%) 

SAM 
(%) 

Barh-El-Ghazal Moussoro  21,3 4,1 

Batha  Ati  15,6 4,3 

Oum-Hadjer  10,6 2,1 

Guéra  Mongo 16,0 1,8 

Hadjer-Lamis Massakory 13,9 2,9 

Kanem  Mao  22,2 4,9 

Mondo  15,4 3,1 

Rig-Rig 13,8 2,8 

Lac  Bagassola  13,5 1,5 

Ngouri  18,2 2,9 

Ouaddaï Abdi  17,4 4,0 

Abéché  14,5 3,3 

Adré  12,5 2,7 

Sila Goz-Beida 11,7 2,2 

Wadi-Fira Guéréda  11,2 1,2 

Iriba  21,7 3,4 

N’Djamena Centre  10,2 2,5 

In 2015, the Nutrition 

Cluster expects over 

350,100 GAM cases in 

the Sahel belt including 

nearly 96,000 SAM 

cases. 

This year's SMART 

analysis was based on 

district level data and 

highlighted disparities in 

healthcare capacity and 

services within several 

regions. 
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Child in a malnutrition centre 
iin Mao, Kanem region. 
(OCHA / Kropf)  

Petrol station in N'Djamena. 
(OCHA / Alexis Djimasra)  

Customers at a fuel station in 
N'Djamena. (OCHA / Alexis Djimasra)  

As in the last few years, admissions rose this year during the lean 
season from June to September; but were 3 per cent higher this 
year compared with the same period in 2013. The admission rate in 
the south seems to be declining steadily. The nutritional centre in 
the temporary camp of Maingama remains the exception, where a 
peak of 51 admissions was registered in October (13 cases in 
September and 26 in August) which can be explained by the 
transfer to Maingama, of returnees from Sido and Doyaba transit 
sites.  

For 2015, the Nutrition Cluster expects over 350,100 malnourished 
children in the Sahel belt including nearly 96,000 cases of SAM. In 
the south, the cluster foresees over 3,700 GAM cases including 
over 1,500 SAM cases for the coming year.  

The availability of nutritional inputs has normalised and between December and March 
2015, some 60,000 boxes of ready-to-use therapeutic foods (RUTFs) will be delivered to 
cover the needs of all malnourished children through May 2015. Additional orders are 
programmed to cover the needs for the rest of 2015. 

 

Fuel shortage affects humanitarian operations 
Chad's sole refinery closed for maintenance 

A fuel shortage started in N'Djamena in mid-September and spread throughout the 
country, reducing the availability of aviation fuel, diesel and gasoline. This forced 
humanitarian actors to limit their movements and reduce their activities. The principal 
cause for the rupture of fuel was the suspension of production at Chad's sole refinery on 
1 October.  

Despite the Government’s public reassurances that sufficient stocks had been prepared 
beforehand, many gas stations ceased to pump fuel, possibly due to illegal stocking by 
merchants in efforts to increase prices. 

Cancelled flights and reduced field missions on the ground 

Scarcity of aviation fuel affected humanitarian air operations in Chad. The United Nations 
Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) was forced to cancel 16 flights and had to modify its 
regular schedule to continue to provide transport for humanitarian personnel and cargo. 
UNHAS had to buy fuel in neighbouring Cameroon at a higher price.  

ECHOFLIGHT grounded all flights from 13 to 28 
September and reduced the number of flights to four 
instead of eight per week, until it reached an agreement 
with an alternative fuel provider, although at a slightly 
higher cost. The smallest air transport provider to the 
humanitarian community in Chad, Mission Aviation 
Fellowship (MAF), was able to keep its planes in the air by 
having agreements with three different suppliers, also at a 
higher cost. 

The fuel shortage also affected the activities of NGOs in 
the field. Several NGOs notably in the south and the east 
of the country reported that they were forced to reduce 
their vehicle movements and amount of field missions. This 
was in part due to tripled fuel prices tripled for diesel 
(US$2.9 instead of the usual price of $1) and to 
unavailability of fuel. 

The situation normalised in the first week of December, with the maintenance of the 
refinery completed and fuel becoming available at petrol stations in the whole country at 
the usual price.  

 

Air transport for 

humanitarian actors was 

hampered and the fuel 

shortage forced a 

reduction in vehicle 

movements.  
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Journalists 
interview 
UNFPA's 
gynecologist 
Mamadou Bobo 
Diallo in 
Moundou. 
(OCHA / Kropf)  

RC/HC and head of OCHA Chad in the studio of the 
national radio. (OCHA / Kropf)  

Making the work of the UN better known   

Celebrating UN Day by fostering dialogue with the Chadian people 

UN Day on 24 October marks the anniversary of the signing of the UN Charter in 1945 in 
the aftermath of the Second World War. With the ratification of this founding document by 
the majority of its signatories, the United Nations officially came into being. In Chad, the 
United Nations System marked the day, by making the work, challenges and 
achievements of the UN Agencies and partners better known to the public and engaging 
in discussion on the situation in the country. 

Supporting national journalists in reporting on the humanitarian crisis  

Prior to UN Day, a field visit to the south of Chad was organised for five Chadian 
journalists representing public and private media, including television, radio and print 
news outlets in French and Arabic. They visited a transit site and refugee camps to get a 
first-hand impression of the work of the UN 
Agencies and their NGO and Government 
partners.  

They also visited the hospital of Moundou, the 
second biggest city in the country that is supported 
by a gynaecologist from the UN's Population Fund 
(UNFPA) where they interviewed a person living 
with HIV/Aids. The journalists also attended the 
first day of school for around 200 Chadian returnee 
children from CAR and children from host 
communities at a school set up in a transit site by 
UNICEF. 
 

Explaining the mandate of the United Nations to the public 

During the week of 24 October, over 900 students participated in four debates organised 
at two universities in N'Djamena and the universities of Moundou and Abéché with the 
participation of UN personnel, including Heads of UN Agencies. The discussions focused 
on issues having a direct bearing on the students’ future and how the UN system 
supports human development in the country.  

On 22 October, the Resident and Humanitarian 
Coordinator (RC/HC), the Head of OCHA and the 
humanitarian counsellor of the Prime Minister 
were the guests of a prominent Chadian radio 
talk-show and took calls from listeners throughout 
the country. In solidarity with the Chadian people, 
UN staff including the RC/HC donated blood at 
the national blood transfusion centre in 
N'Djamena.  

 

  

UN Day on 24 October 

was marked by debates 

in four universities and 

an hour-long show on 

national radio with the 

Humanitarian 

Coordinator taking 

callers' questions from 

throughout the country.  
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Participants of the High Level Partnership Mission in Mao, Kanem region. (OCHA / Kropf)  

High-Level Partnership Mission visits Chad  
Getting a firsthand impression of the humanitarian situation and response  

A mission co-led by OCHA, the African Union Commission (AU) and the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) visited Chad from 17 to 21 November and brought together a 
broad coalition of Member States, regional organisations, NGOs and charities. The 
mission’s objective was to allow participants to have a firsthand impression of the 
humanitarian situation in the country and to see the work of the humanitarian community.  

During field trips, participants were able to interact with vulnerable people facing food 
insecurity and malnutrition as well as those who fled violence in CAR to Chad. In Kanem 
region, the mission met with women from a vegetable garden collective and visited a 
malnutrition centre. In Moyen Chari region, the mission visited the temporary camp of 
Maingama where over 11,000 people are housed.  

The 20 participants were received by President Idriss Déby Itno and Prime Minister 
Kalzeubé Payimi Deubet. They also met national and local authorities including the 
Ministers of Health and Economy, the Secretary of State of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and the Governors of Kanem and Moyen Chari regions. 

Participants adopted a concluding document which recognizes the growing needs and 
humanitarian challenges in the country, the emergence of new humanitarian actors at 
national and regional levels, and the importance of bridging humanitarian and 
development action.  

Regional organisations - such as the AU, the OIC and the League of Arab States - 
committed to advocate for more humanitarian and development assistance for Chad. 
States such as Azerbaijan, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, South Africa and Qatar pledged to 
consider increased funding for Chad, either through their aid portfolios, bilateral 
development funds, or through their national NGO implementing partners. Finally, the 
NGOs participating in the mission, agreed to work with national and international NGOs in 
Chad to implement humanitarian projects, with a focus on WASH, health, education, and 
displaced people. 

Participants of the mission included representatives from the Arab League, Azerbaijan, 
Germany, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Turkey, Qatar, USA and partners from 
NGOs and charities from different Gulf States. The mission was co-led by the OIC, the 
AU, and by OCHA (the latter, on behalf of the UN). 

 
  

The mission brought 

together representatives 

from regional 

organizations, traditional 

and emerging donors, 

and NGOs and charities 

from several Gulf States. 
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In Brief 
School starts for 4,900 children in transit sites, temporary camps and villages 

With the beginning of the school year in Chad on 1 October, over 4,300 Chadian children 
who had fled CAR re-started education in transit sites, temporary camps and schools of 
host communities in the south of the country. More than 2,300 children from surrounding 
villages share the classrooms with them. The biggest number of pupils is enrolled in 
Danamadja temporary camps in Logone Oriental region with 1,980 returnee children, 
including 919 girls. In Kobitey transit site near Danamadja 688 kids including 111 girls 
started school again. Schools opened also for 987 children in Maingama temporary camp 
in Moyen Chari region and for 600 children, in Zafaye temporary camp near N'Djamena 
and in Djako in Logone Occidental for 220 children.  

 

 

 

Interesting links  

UN Day activities and public outreach on @OCHACHAD  

https://storify.com/OCHACHAD/ocha-chad 

High-Level partnership mission to Chad on @OCHACHAD 
https://storify.com/OCHACHAD/tweets-by-ochachad-during-hlpm 
 
OCHA: A mission to see problems and find solution 
http://www.unocha.org/top-stories/all-stories/chad-mission-see-problems-and-find-solutions 
 
UNHCR: One year after the fall of Bangui, more than 852,000 Central Africans still displaced 
http://reliefweb.int/report/central-african-republic/one-year-after-fall-bangui-more-852000-central-africans-still 
 
UNICEF: Central African Republic Sub-regional Crisis Factsheet - November 2014 
http://reliefweb.int/report/central-african-republic/central-african-republic-sub-regional-crisis-factsheet-november-
2014 
 
UNICEF: Young Chadians express their views on violence 
http://reliefweb.int/report/chad/young-chadians-express-their-views-violence 
 
OCHA: Revue de Presse Humanitaire au Tchad Du 13 au 20 novembre 2014  
http://reliefweb.int/report/chad/revue-de-presse-humanitaire-au-tchad-du-13-au-20-novembre-2014-enfr 
 

For further information, please contact:  

Alice Armanni Sequi, Head of Office    sequi@un.org Tel: +235 66 64 10 04 
Mayanne Munan, Public Information Officer   munan@un.org  Tel: +253 62 93 48 26 
Augustin Zusanné, Public Information Officer Assistant zusanne@un.org Tel: +235 63 90 09 13 

 
For more information, please visit http://www.unocha.org/tchad/ or http://reliefweb.int/country/tcd or http://tchad-one-un.org/. 
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