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ABOUT UNMAS IN CHAD      

 

The UNMAS programme in Chad was first 

established in 2008 as part of the UN Mission in the 

Central African Republic and Chad (MINURCAT). 

When MINURCAT withdrew at the request of the 

Chadian Government in late 2010, and following a 

series of meetings between the Centre national de 

déminage (CND) and UNMAS, the Government of 

Chad formally requested that UNMAS continue 

providing mine action support in the country. 

UNMAS works with other UN and NGO partners in 

support of the priorities and objectives of the 

Chadian national authorities. 
 

IMPACT IN 2011       

The main operational objective of UNMAS in 2011 was to provide 

support to facilitate manual clearance operations in north-Eastern Chad, 

with a view to (i) provide protection to civilians in danger, (ii) contribute 

to the creation of a more secure environment, (iii) create favourable 

conditions for reconstruction and development, (iv) enable trade and 

the provision of humanitarian assistance, (v) enhance security conditions 

for the voluntary return of displaced people.  
 

In 2011, more than 30,000 square meters have been cleared in north-

Eastern Chad, leading to the safe destruction of more than 2,500 

landmines and some 1,800 Explosive Remnants of War (ERW).    
 

SUPPORT TO THE NATIONAL MINE ACTION AUTHORITY    
 

Chad became a State Party to the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Treaty 

in November 1999, and the Mine Action Strategy and Action Plan are 

based on the Chadian government’s obligations arising from the Treaty 

and the socio-economic and humanitarian needs of those communities 

within the contaminated areas.  
 

The main role of UNMAS in Chad is to assist in developing and maintaining a mine action concept of 

operations, implementing a mine action work plan, establishing a liaison conduit with all relevant 

stakeholders in Chad, coordinating all mine action capacities within the country and strengthen the 

national capacity in order to reduce the risks and constraints affecting people’s livelihoods.  
 

 
     www.mineaction.org 

QUICK FIGURES   

� In 2011, 30,771 square 

meters of mined land 

has been manually 

cleared 

� 1,828 items of ERW 

have been destroyed  

� 2,549 mines (both anti-

tank and anti-

personnel) have been 

destroyed 

� 6,642 items of Small 

Arms Ammunition has 

been destroyed   

� Donors in 2012: Japan, 

Australia, The  

Netherlands 

� Updated 15 May 2012 



 

  

 

CHALLENGES        

Chad has experienced a great number of 

conflicts and rebellions on most of its territory, 

in particular the North and East. The 

contamination in the North is primarily a result 

of the Chadian-Libyan conflict, whereas 

contamination in the East is related to the more 

recent conflict in Darfur and to rebels. The West 

has been affected by attacks during the various 

rebellions.  

The nature of the contamination emanates from 

mixed minefields (with both anti-personnel and 

anti-tank mines) as well as significant ERW 

contamination throughout the country.  

While victim surveillance systems are inadequate in all regions of Chad, the best available evidence 

indicates that the landmine problem in Chad has certainly been understated.  

During the remainder of 2012, it is anticipated that mine action activities will focus on technical survey 

and clearance in North Western Chad as well as risk education amongst affected communities. Activities 

towards victim assistance and clearance in North Eastern Chad (Fada area) are however acutely 

underfunded to date.  

 

FUNDING SHORTFALL IN 2012   

 

Current funding only allows for technical surveys 

and clearance in North Western Chad and some 

risk education amongst affected communities. 

Additional funding in the amount of US$1 

million would enable the resumption of 

clearance in North Eastern Chad (Fada area) and 

support victim assistance.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information: 

Nigel Forrestal, UNMAS Programme Manager, Chad, nigelfo@unops.org  

Paul Heslop, Chief of Programme, UNMAS New York, heslop@un.org 
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