
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
• The total number of children 

admitted for Severe Acute 

Malnutrition (SAM) in 2012 

was 146, 963, far beyond the 

127, 300 forecast. 

• The vaccination campaign 

against yellow fever in 

eastern Chad to kick off on 

22 February 2013. 

• Chad’s 2012 floods affected 

up to 700,000 people. 

 

FIGURES 
 
IDPs 

 
90 000 

Sudanese 
refugees 

288 000 

Returnees 91 000 

Refugees from 
CAR 

58 000 

Returnees from 
Libya 

90 000 

Returnees from 
Nigeria 

1 100 

Persons in food 
insecurity 

1.8 
millions 

 
 
 

FUNDING 

500 millions  
requested (US$) 

 

8%  
funded 

 

 

Protection of displaced persons, returned or 
relocated 
Between 2005 and 2007, nearly 181,000 people were displaced in the Ouaddai and Dar 
Sila regions of eastern Chad due to intercommunity conflict and conflict spillover from 
Darfur. Since 2008, a large number of displaced persons returned home or opted for local 
integration or relocation. 
Chad is a signatory of the Kampala Convention, but no legislation has been adopted to 
implement its commitments. To protect the rights of displaced persons in Chad, it is 
necessary for the government to take initiatives to adopt a national law in 2013. 

A difficult return 
Returnees and host populations are exposed to many types of disease. Unlike IDP sites, 
return villages and host communities are characterized by a serious lack of basic social 
services and infrastructure for water and sanitation. This does not facilitate the successful 
reintegration of displaced persons in their villages of origin. 
Today, approximately 90,000 displaced persons still need help with local integration. 
Many also need assistance to return and resettle in their home communities or alternative 
settlement areas. Protection monitoring should continue in areas of return, resettlement 
sites and local integration areas to ensure IDPs and returnees have access to legal 
documentation, such as civil status documents and land titles, and protect them against 
threats such as gender-based violence in areas of return. 
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The number of children admitted for SAM in 
2012 exceeds forecasts 
UNICEF and the Nutrition cluster announced that the total number of children admitted for 
severe acute malnutrition (SAM) in 2012 was 146,963, well above the 127,300 forecast. 
At the same time, the number of feeding centres almost doubled, increasing from 261 to 
426. This increase leads one to ask whether these figures are due to an increased 
coverage of the nutritional response or if the crisis was more severe than expected. 
Following the recommendations of a mission of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee 
(IASC) in Chad in September 2012, the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) 
recommended a participatory review of the response to the food and nutrition crisis in 
Chad in 2012. This review, which will analyze not only the quantity but the quality of 
interventions, will be coordinated by UNICEF with a report expected in April 2013. 

Number of children admitted for SAM by region 
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The number of feeding 
centres almost doubled, 
increasing from 261 to 

426 in 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CNA : Outpatient Nutritional Centre 
CNT : Therapeutic Nutritinal Centre 
CNS : Nutritional Additional Centre 
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Chad’s 2013 CAP is the largest in the Sahel 
According to the Humanitarian Strategy for the Sahel 2013, $1.66 billion is required to 
meet the needs of people across the nine countries in the Sahel (Burkina Faso, Chad, 
Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal the Gambia and northern parts of Cameroon and 
Nigeria). The chronic nature of the Sahel crisis Sahel requires a multi-sectoral response. 
Malnutrition depends on food availability but is also linked to dietary practices, quality of 
water, health and sanitation. 
The strategy for the Sahel in 2013 requests a more balanced response between sectors. 
While the financial needs for food security declined by 25%, the financial needs for 
Education and WASH more than doubled, whereas those for health increased by 70%. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
       

Number of vulnerable persons targeted in 2013 in Chad 
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The vaccination against yellow fever is at hand  
Of a total of 79 suspected blood samples sent to the Institut Pasteur in Dakar, six cases 
of yellow fever proved positive in the Goz Beida and Guereda health districts between 
November 2012 and January 2013. To combat this epidemic, the Government of Chad, 
with the support of the World Health Organization (WHO), ordered 1.6 million doses of 
yellow fever vaccine from the International Coordination Group  (ICG) in December 2012. 
The ICG approved 1,129,198 doses of vaccine in late December to target 1,017,295 
people in the Goz Beida, Guereda and Adre health districts and in refugee camps. The 
vaccination campaign is expected to begin on 15 February 2013.  
The ICG also recommended a preventive vaccination campaign in other districts such as 
Abéché if entomological risks are proven. Before starting the vaccination operation, the 
Government of Chad found it useful to organize a campaign to gain  support of targeted 
population.  
 These cases resulted from a large outbreak of yellow fever in Darfur,Sudan in late 
October 2012. As of 5 December 2012, a total of 732 cases were registered in Darfur 
including 165 deaths. The Sudanese province shares a long border with Chad, including 
the Sila, Ouaddai, Wadi Fira and Ennedi regions.  
The Health Cluster advocates for preventive measures including epidemiological 
surveillance of health facilities (especially in eastern Chad) and systematic consultations 
in health centers if jaundice is observed.  

CERF funds to assist Addé 
The Dar Sila region is one of the most affected by humanitarian crises in Chad and the 
humanitarian community has chosen this area to pilot a ‘Resilience’ project As a 
consequence, Thomas Gurtner, the Humanitarian/Resident Coordinator of the UN system 
in Chad, visited the Addé area on 13 January to hand over 500,000 US dollars worth of 
boreholes, mills and carts to the population.  
Dornong, Hadjer-Beida and Awine-Rado are among the most disadvantaged areas in 
terms of water resources. While the 2012 Consolidated Appeal (CAP) took into account 
the needs of these populations, there were no resources to provide them with water. 
Using the CERF Under-Funded Emergencies Grant, with the assistance of UNDP, the 
NGO Intersos constructed boreholes for the people of the sub-prefecture of Adde. These 
water points will allow the population, who normally consume water from wadis, to 
significantly reduce the risk of waterborne diseases and the walking distance to traditional 
wells. 

Then boost income 
A portion of these CERF funds 
also helped the national NGO 
‘Future Porte du Tchad’ (FPT) 
make mills and carts available to 
cooperatives in ten villages, in 
partnership with UNDP. It is 
expected that these villagers’ 
incomes will rapidly increase 
substantially.  The motor mill for 
the Dornong’s women’s 
cooperative, for example, has 
already generated 30,000 CFA 
(about $ 60) in one week. Solar dryers were also made available to farmers, in addition to 
the mills and carts. These tools will help villagers to better transform their vegetable 
products and maximize their profits. 

 

The vaccination campaign 
is expected to begin on  

15 February 2013 

The Dar Sila region is one of 
the most affected by 

humanitarian crises in Chad 

The Humanitarian Coordinator hands over a well to the chief of 
Moudeina Canton. Photo: OCHA. 
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Malnutrition among the elderly 
Nutritional and socio-sanitary survey by HelpAge International 
A 2012 nutrition survey conducted by HelpAge International among people aged 60 and 
over in the department of Haraze Albiar (Hadjer Lamis region), Chad shows that seniors 
in the district are moderately or severely malnourished. About 721 elderly people in 47 
villages were interviewed, and their MUAC (PB) measured. The teams used a 
questionnaire including information on eating habits, "hunger score" (hunger scale), 
presence of disability, social and health status, and access to drinking water and 
sanitation. 
The results of the survey show that 284 to 647 elderly (using data from the general 
census of the population in 2009) are moderately or severely malnourished in Haraze 
Albiar and need care and attention. The Global acute malnutrition prevalence is 6.1%, for 
a confidence interval of 4.0 to 9.1%. By using population data commonly used by health 
authorities, the number of malnourished elderly in the district has increased from 496 to 
1129. 
Risk factors associated with malnutrition, are significantly linked with older age, low 
scores for activities of daily living, the presence of disabilities (including visual or hearing), 

physical weakness, or not attending health 
centers when sick. 
In Chad, the elderly are not included in 
nutritional programs or food distributions, 
and there is no built-in support for chronic 
diseases in primary healthcare. HelpAge 
recommends that the elderly be recognized 
as a priority group for food and nutrition 
interventions, and home care and community 
services be integrated into primary 
healthcare. 
 

Continued response to floods 
Chad’s 2012 floods affected up to 700,000 people. The water progressed in two phases: 
first due to regular heavy rains (July, August, and September) and second because of the 
rising of river levels (October, November) following strong rains in the south. For months, 
the affected population had difficulties accessing basic services such as shelter, health 
care, food and non-food items. 
The situation has stabilized a bit with the progressive subsiding of the Chari and Logone 
river waters in December and January. Watercourses resumed their normal path and the 
majority of the affected populations voluntarily returned to their original homes. However, 
there remain several relocation sites for affected households who are unable to return 
home or refuse to do so. A recent evaluation by the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) suggests that the lack of durable solutions to recurring cyclical floods is 
the main reason for remaining in relocation sites. 

Need for long-term solutions 
Local authorities in N'Djamena and Bongor have recognized this challenge and begun to 
explore alternatives such as the possibility of allocating public land as permanent 
resettlement sites. IOM is in discussion with local authorities to provide additional 
assistance to establish basic infrastructure such as boreholes and latrines in the 
permanent resettlement sites. 
Strategy development for the mid/long term to cope with recurrent emergencies after 
years of long and heavy rainy seasons should be a joint priority for national and 
international humanitarian actors in Chad. Thanks to an initiative funded by Germany, 
IOM will facilitate a series of workshops in March, 2013 on lessons learned responding to 

The elderly are not 
included in nutritional 

programs or food 
distributions 

Strategy development 
for the mid/long term to 

cope with recurrent 
emergencies after years 
of long and heavy rainy 

seasons should be a 
joint priority 

A septuagenarian in Bol. Photo: OCHA. 
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For further information, please contact:  
 
Dieudonné Bamouni, Head of Office OCHA-Chad, dieudonneb@un.org, Tel. (+235) 62 93 13 13 
Pierre Péron, Public Information Officer, peronp@un.org, Tel. (+235) 62 93 11 68 
Augustin Zusanné, Assistant Public Information Officer, zusanne@un.org, Tel. (+235) 63 90 09 13 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/tchad |  www.reliefweb.int 
 

2012 floods. The results of this workshop could be used to develop a comprehensive 
disaster risk reduction strategy in order to strengthen the capacity of local government 
officials to respond to future natural disasters. 
 

Links of the month 
Chad’s health system struggles to combat malnutrition 
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/97327/Chad-s-health-system-struggles-to-
combat-malnutrition 
 
Chad wants to reverse HIV trend by 2015 
http://www.afriquinfos.com/articles/2013/1/24/tchad-veut-inverser-tendance-
dici-2015-216697.asp  
 
No link between sick kids and meningitis shot 
http://reliefweb.int/report/chad/chad-says-no-link-between-sick-kids-and-
meningitis-shot 
 
ARTE’s report with Solidarités on food crisis in the Sahel 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PBIIIffVpHU  
 
Actor Michael Sheen visiting Chad with UNICEF 
http://www.itv.com/news/granada/2013-01-29/children-in-chad-helped-by-
soccer-aid-in-old-trafford/  
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