
 
 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to 
Coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. 

We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all. 
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KEY MESSAGES 

• Eta, now a tropical storm as it moves along its westward 
path into eastern and central Honduras, continues to 
cause persistent rainfall across Nicaragua, Honduras as 
well as parts of Guatemala and Belize. 

• Despite the decreased winds and intensity, national risk 
management authorities and humanitarian partners are 
concerned with the ongoing rains’ potential impact for 
further flooding as well as landslide risk, given the 
mountainous elevations in Eta’s path. 

• While Eta is leaving Nicaragua, the persistent rains and 
the remote locations in the country’s north-eastern 
shores are challenging evaluation efforts. 

• UN teams in Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador and 
Belize continue to prepare for Eta’s impact and are 
ready to support Government-led responses if 
requested. 
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SITUATION OVERVIEW 

Eta has downgraded to a tropical storm as it moves into eastern and central Honduras at 11 km/h with windspeeds of 65 
km/h.  Despite Eta’s decreased intensity and lower windspeeds, Nicaragua continues to take on moderate, but persistent, 
rainfall throughout much of the country, with meteorological forecasts citing more than 600mm through 8 November. Eta’s 
slow movement and ongoing impact, coupled with the remote locations of areas along Nicaragua’s north-eastern 
Caribbean shores that have taken the brunt of Eta’s effects, are limiting full and complete evaluations. Eta is expected to 
continue weakening as it interacts with mountainous terrain in Nicaragua and Honduras, potentially weakening to a 
tropical depression by 4 November at night. 

• Nicaragua: Nicaragua’s National Disaster Prevention System (SINAPRED) reports that Eta, now on its way out of 
Nicaragua, has thus far caused two deaths due to a landslide in the mining area of Bonanza. Preliminary reports cite 
material damages, uprooted trees, interruptions to power supply, flooding and blocked roads and affected bridges. 
Official sources report that there are 30,000 people sheltered across 48 installations, including churches, schools, 
shelters and family homes . 
The ongoing rains are causing river levels to rise, posing a continued threat of flooding to riverside communities; 
authorities evacuated 1,500 families from municipalities in Nicaragua’s northern mining triangle area due to rising 
river levels in at least 10 nearby rivers. SINAPRED says landslides are still possible in the departments of Jinotega 
and Nuevo Segovia, adding that Pacific coast areas may also see flash flooding. 

• Honduras: Eta’s rains are also causing flooding, damages and humanitarian impacts in Honduras, with the 
Permanent Commission for Contingencies (COPECO) reporting more than 3,480 people affected and 1 death as of 
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12:00am local time 4 November. Honduran Armed Forces report supporting the evacuation of more than 2,500 
people, indicating that 1,340 are in shelters. Material damages include nearly 350 affected homes, as well as several 
road blockages that have cut off 41 communities. COPECO further indicates that the rains are causing river levels to 
rise and are urging riverside communities to evacuate. 

• Guatemala: With Eta crossing into Honduras, outer band rains began falling over Guatemala in the past 24 hours, 
triggering flooding in several areas. Per the National Coordinator for Disaster Reduction (CONRED), the rains and 
subsequent flooding and landslides have thus far affected 27,770 people across the departments of Alta Verapaz, 
Petén, Quiché and Sololá.  

• El Salvador: The Ministry of the Environment and Natural Resources (MARN) reports that Eta is causing high winds 
of up to 30 km/h in parts of the capital of San Salvador that have already led to fallen trees and debris. 

• Belize: The National Emergency Management Organization (NEMO) anticipates that Eta’s major threat is heavy 
rainfall and flooding, with some locations across the country already taking on 50mm of rain. NEMO ехресts rainfall to 
last until 9-11 November, posing a high flood risk across Веlіzе. 

• Costa Rica: The National Emergency Commission (CNE) reports that hazardous rains related to Eta have affected 
79 communities, mostly in the north-western Pacific coast. CNE, who have deployed response teams to affected 
areas, adds that there are 500 people in 16 shelters, a number they expect to rise as persistent rainfall continues to 
affect the country.  

• Panama: The National Civil Protection System (SINAPROC) reports that rains related to Eta have damaged some 
213 homes in western and central Panama communities. Additionally, landslides in the north-western Ngäbe Buglé 
indigenous territory have affected about 1,000 people. 

PREPAREDNESS & RESPONSE 

REGIONAL 

• The Central American Disaster Prevention Coordination Centre (CEPREDENAC) is in contact with national civil 
protection authorities and is coordinating with the Central American Integration System (SICA) over the potential 
activation of regional protocols for facilitating ground transport of relief supplies and strengthening response and 
assistance measures. 

• Panama’s Ministry of the Interior reports that the Regional Humanitarian Assistance Logistics Center, known as the 
Humanitarian Hub, is active and preparing to provide its services if requested. Hub partners International Federation 
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) and the UN Humanitarian Response Depot (UNHRD) are in contact 
with partners over potential logistics and transport services. 

• OCHA’s Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean (ROLAC) is in contact with relevant national and 
regional partners, including the Regional Group on Risks, Emergencies and Disasters for Latin America and the 
Caribbean (REDLAC). 

• OCHA is facilitating a regional information gathering platform to fast-track Eta-related activity reporting for partners. 
As of 4 November, the majority of reported activities for El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala are focused on non-
food items and scaling up personnel. The Water, Sanitation and Hygiene and Health sectors account for more than 
half of all reported activities at present. The platform is available at https://bit.ly/3kXaoH2 

 

Nicaragua 

National response 

• The Government is actively working to keep roads operational to maintain access to the sparsely populated and 
remote communities. SINAPRED reports they have already begun removing debris and restoring basic services. 

• The Government has deployed more than 6,000 brigades to affected areas to carry out evaluations and restore basic 
services. 

• UN teams are readying relief supplies and support mechanisms to assist the Government-led response if requested. 



Central America. Hurricane Eta – Flash Update No. 2 (as of 5:00pm EST 4 November) | 3 
 

 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
www.unocha.org 

• The Nicaraguan Red Cross is active and supporting response efforts in Puerto Cabezas, assisting with the 
evacuation of some 6,000 families, deploying support teams for Logistics and Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
and carrying out damage evaluations and needs assessments. 

International support actions 

• IFRC, Plan International, the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), Save the Children and UN 
agencies including the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the International Organization 
for Migration (IOM), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO/WHO), the World Food Programme (WFP) and 
the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) all indicate they have pre-positioned personnel and supplies ready to 
deploy upon request. 

• UN agencies in country are strengthening capacities ahead of any potential request for international assistance. WFP 
reports they have deployed staff to Siuna and Bilwi in the North Caribbean Coast Autonomous Region (RACCN) to 
support damage and needs assessments and provide SINAPRED with emergency telecommunications support. 

• OCHA is providing remote support to UN teams in Nicaragua. 
 
Honduras 

National response 

• COPECO has placed all of Honduras under red alert, indicating that evacuations are now mandatory. 

• COPECO have deployed inspection teams to high-risk areas and have already distributed nearly 800 food rations 
from the pre-positioned stock of nearly 120,000 lbs., in addition to several deliveries of mattresses and kitchen kits. 

International support actions 

• The UN Emergency Technical Team (UNETT) is providing the Government with details on available resources to 
support Government response actions and is awaiting evaluations to determine the possible scope of any potential 
request for assistance. 

• UN agencies are assessing available personnel and logistics resources for a multi-sector evaluation in the event that 
Eta’s impacts require damage assessments and have set up a working group to plan for evaluations after Eta passes. 

• UNICEF, WFP and the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) report pre-positioning supplies in high-risk areas. 

 
Guatemala 

National response 

• CONRED deployed strategic response teams to the departments of Alta Verapaz, Izabal, Petén and Quiché to 
support local communities and authorities. CONRED is also pre-positioning supplies to warehouses in Alta Verapaz, 
Izabal and Petén for immediate distribution to affected populations if required. 

• CONRED teams, with support from the Guatemalan Army, are evacuating families in Izabal. CONRED teams in Alta 
Verapaz and Petén are carrying out damage evaluations and needs analyses as well. 

International support actions 

• OCHA in Guatemala is monitoring Eta’s development and leading inter-agency and inter-sectoral reviews of internal 
resources, pre-positioning possibilities and response capacities. UN teams in Guatemala are reviewing potential 
areas of support following information exchanges between CONRED leadership and the UN Resident Coordinator for 
Guatemala. 
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El Salvador 

National response 

• Civil Protection authorities have declared a red alert for the entire country and report that El Salvador have more than 
50,000 personnel ready to respond, including military and police forces. 

• Civil Protection authorities have begun preventive evacuations with support from police and military personnel in 
some areas and are prioritizing high-risk areas near the country’s volcano range and Pacific coastlines. Government 
officials say they have identified nearly 1,500 areas with high potential of landslide. 

• The Government indicates that there are more than 1,500 shelters across the country to take in people who may be 
affected by Eta’s impact. Civil Protection teams, with support from the Salvadoran Armed Forces and the Office of the 
First Lady, are preparing shelters in various parts of the country ahead of Eta’s potential impacts, stocking them food 
and bedding. Departmental and municipal Civil Protection commissions are active. 

• Teams from the Ministry of Public Works are clearing trees and debris and carrying out risk prevention activities. 

International support actions 

• OCHA in El Salvador is monitoring Eta’s development and is in contact with Civil Protection authorities. 

• The Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) is also in contact with Civil Protection, as well as the Salvadoran Agency for 
International Cooperation (ESCO). The HCT is coordinating potential response activities, pending Eta’s potential 
effects for El Salvador. 

• The Shelter, Food and Nutritional Security, Water, Sanitation and Hygiene and Logistics and Telecommunications 
sectors are already active over the recent Nejapa landslide that destroyed 50 homes and killed 9 people. 

 
Belize 

National response 

• A flood warning is in effect for the Cayo, Belize, Stann Creek and Toledo districts. NEMO considers that communities 
along the Macal, Mopan and Belize rivers are at high risk and is urging them to relocate to higher ground. NEMO 
indicates all staff are on high alert across the country, including committees for relief and supplies, transport, housing 
and shelter, works and access and search and rescue. 

International support actions 

• Belize’s UNETT has already convened to prepare for possible response and is in contact with NEMO. Further 
preparedness actions include an analysis of vulnerable populations along Eta’s projected path. OCHA is providing 
remote support to the UNETT. 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

• ReliefWeb: Hurricane Eta disaster portal - https://bit.ly/2JrjQ7G 
• Honduras: Hurricane Eta - Potential storm track, elevation and municipalities: 4 Nov 2020, 09.00 UTC - 

https://bit.ly/3oZ2KOM  
• Central America: Hurricane Eta Flash Update No. 1 (As of 5:00pm EST 3 November 2020) – English: 

https://bit.ly/364kWxN  / Spanish: https://bit.ly/3oW86uj 

For further information, please contact: 
 
Barbara Batista, Regional Disaster Response Advisor, OCHA ROLAC, batistab@un.org 
Véronique Durroux, Head of Information and Advocacy Unit, OCHA ROLAC, durroux@un.org 
 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int 
If you wish to subscribe to OCHA’s Hurricane Eta products, please visit https://bit.ly/34QWBMB  


