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Famine Early Warning Systems Network

Central America and Caribbean
Key Message Update

Primera losses and political tension have
deteriorated food security in the region
September 2019 October 2019 - January 2020

IPC v3.0 Acute Food Insecurity Phase
Presence countries:

1: Minimal

2: Stressed

3: Crisis

4: Emergency

5: Famine

Remote monitoring
countries:

1: Minimal

2: Stressed

3+: Crisis or higher

Would likely be at least one phase worse without
current or programmed humanitarian assistance
FEWS NET classification is IPC-compatible. IPC-compatible analysis follows key IPC protocols
but does not necessarily reflect the consensus of national food security partners.

https://fews.net/report-type/key-message-update
http://www.fews.net/IPC
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FEWS NET Remote Monitoring countries use a colored outline to represent the highest IPC
classification in areas of concern.

October 2019

Key Messages: 
Some vulnerable households in Central America and Haiti will be in Stressed (IPC Phase 2) food
insecurity, due to the deterioration of their livelihoods that will limit access to basic non-food
needs. Meanwhile, the poorest households in communities affected by lack of production and
elevated food prices who are engaging in negative coping strategies will be in Crisis (IPC Phase
3), particularly in Haiti and the Dry Corridor of Guatemala.

Irregular rainfall and above-average temperatures during July-August affected the Primera
harvest for subsistence farmers in the Dry Corridor of Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. In
Honduras and Nicaragua, surplus areas were affected as well. The Postrera sowing has started
but could be affected by irregular rainfall during September. In Haiti, above-average precipitation
in July-August helped maintain soil moisture, favoring the Summer cropping season.

In Central America and Haiti, maize and bean market supply have remained sufficient thanks to
harvests and imports. Maize prices have remained above average and bean prices below
average in August. In Haiti, supply of local staples was limited due to below-average Printemps
harvests. Prices of local and imported staple foods have maintained above-average levels.

In Central America, the period of high demand for labor begins between October and November,
with coffee and sugarcane sector as the main activities, allowing the poorest households to
obtain income to access food. Given the increased prices and market dependence, this income
will not be sufficient and they will therefore resort to coping strategies such as money or grain
borrowing and migration to urban areas.

In Haiti, a combination of weak government initiative and fuel shortages is likely to maintain
socio-economic tensions that will negatively affect markets and economic activities, therefore the
food security of the poorest.

Region Contact Information: 
Email: fewsinquiry.lac@fews.net
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