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The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 

principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
Coordination Saves Lives 

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC (CAR): 
Situation Report No. 31 (as of 29 November 2013) 

 
This report is produced by OCHA CAR in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 8 to 29 November. The next report 
will be issued on or around 13 December. 

Highlights 
 

 The CAR crisis is having a spill-over effect in the region 
following a recent attack in the eastern region of 
Cameroon. 

 France strengthens presence of its troops leading to the 
imminent deployment of an African-led International 
Support Mission to the CAR. 

 OCHA is strengthening its civil-military coordination 
mechanism. 

 IDPs in Bossangoa now have access to 60 cubic meters or 
7.5 liters of water per person, per day. 

 Almost the entire town of Bouca (Ouham province) 
displaced due to violent clashes. 

 Rape survivors in Bouca and Mboki (south-east) receive 
holistic care.  

 A resurgence of LRA related violence in the south-east. 

 The Consolidated Appeal Process remains under funded, 
with only 44 per cent of funds received. 
 

394,979 
Internally displaced people in the 
CAR (as of 30 September) 

68,225 
New refugees from 
CAR in neighboring 
countries, including 
43,969 in the DRC 

44% 
CAP Funded 
(current requirement 
of $195 million) 

4.6 m 
Population of CAR 
 

2.3 m 
People in need of 
assistance 

1.1m 
People food insecure 

Situation Overview 
The security situation remains volatile and unpredictable in the country with insecurity and conflicts between ex-
Seleka elements and self-defense groups (locally known as Anti-Balaka). Violent incidents have been recorded in 
the Ombella Mpoko province including arbitrary killings and the Ouham province with conflicts between ex-Seleka 
elements and Anti-Balaka groups. 100 people are reported killed in Bouca in recent clashes on 23 November 2013 
and over 700 homes burned. The crisis in CAR is having a spill-over effect in the region following a recent attack by 
ex-Seleka elements on the village of Gbiti in the eastern region of Cameroon. A resurgence of violence has also 
been recorded in the Haut Mboumou province following activities of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA). These 
incidents include killings, looting and kidnapping. The LRA had been dormant in the region over the past two 
months. Attacks on humanitarian agencies continue to affect operability and the logistic capacity of affected 
organizations.  
 
Following attacks in the Ouham province, as of 25 November 2013, the UNHCR team in Bossangoa has reported 
2,583 protection incidents perpetrated during assaults on villages, including: 86 cases of physical violence, 94 
cases of arbitrary arrests and illegal detentions, 220 cases of murders and killings, 1,169 cases of burning and 
destruction of houses, 47 cases of armed robberies and devastation of 967 farms. 
 
During the UN Deputy Secretary-General Jan Eliasson’s briefing to the Security Council on the rapidly deteriorating 
situation in CAR on 25 November 2013, he presented findings of a Technical Assistance Mission to CAR which 
includes the breakdown of law and order and an alarming increase in inter-communal violence. The African Union 
and Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS) agree that there is an urgent need for the 
international community to act and that a United Nations peacekeeping operation with a robust mandate will be 
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required. The deployment of an effective and impartial force to protect civilians, deter human rights violations, 
restore security and prevent the occurrence of mass violence is crucial. The deployment and likely subsequent 
transformation of the African-led International Support Mission to the CAR, (AFISM-CAR), into a United Nations 
peacekeeping operation, with an estimated strength of 6,000 troops and 1,700 police personnel, would lay the 
foundation for transparent, accountable and resilient institutions. The restoration of security, law and order is a 
precondition for addressing the political, human rights and humanitarian issues in the country. France also plans to 
deploy additional troops to the country.  

Funding 
As of 29 November October, FTS has registered 44 per cent of contributions for the 2013 Consolidated Appeal 
Process (CAP), for a total requirement of US$195 million. US$ 85 million has been allocated to the various clusters. 
The balance of US$ 110 is urgently required for life-saving assistance. US$44 million has been provided to non-
CAP participating organizations. 

 

CAP 2013: Funding status 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Source: FTS 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of 
cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 

Humanitarian response 
As part of its coordination mandate, and anticipating a scale up in the foreign military presence and activities in 
CAR, OCHA is strengthening its civil-military coordination (UN-CMCoord) mechanism. This will consist primarily in 
establishing a coherent framework for interaction with military actors in order to preserve impartiality, neutrality and 
operational independence of humanitarian action. UN-CMCoord will also facilitate humanitarian access, security of 
humanitarian aid workers and operations, and protection of civilians. The main task of the humanitarian UN-
CMCoord Officer who has just joined the OCHA country team is to raise awareness among the military and 
humanitarian actors on these issues. He acts as an interface between the humanitarian community and military 
forces. 
 
Following violent incidents in the village of Selim, Mbomou province, ACTED and Mercy Corps carried out an 
assessment in the region through the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) from 28 October to 2 November 2013. 
According to the mission findings, about 1,500 persons are directly affected by the violence and in need of 
immediate assistance. Needs identified: non-food items (NFIs) particularly tarpaulins for 100 damaged houses; 
health assistance including medications for the health center, support for the return of medical staff and free 
healthcare services for a limited period; the set-up of a nutritional therapeutic unit in the center; food security 
assistance consisting of the distribution of food, planting seeds, tools and livestock; support to education by 
providing school supplies and educational material; protection assistance consisting of psycho-social support to 
women victims of kidnapping and children recruited into armed groups. In response, ACTED is distributing: 278 
NFIs consisting of soap, jerrycans, aquatabs, hygiene kits, kitchen kits, blankets, mats, mosquito nets and 200 
tarpaulins to the affected households. 
 

Amount requested

Gap:

Funded:

195,1$   

109,7$   

85,4$      

44%

Funding by cluster

COORDINATION AND SUPPORT SERVICES 

5,54                  

-                     

0,32                  

6,90                  

44% 21,28                

EMERGENCY TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

45%

50%

46%

8%

0%

46%

HEALTH 

PROTECTION 

M ULTI-SECTOR ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES 

4,16                  1,93                  2,23                  

35%

LOGISTICS 

NUTRITION 

EARLY RECOVERY 

EMERGENCY SHELTER 4,20                  3,89                  

6,48                  

6,90                  

43,08                

22,94                

22,54                

22,33                

11,31                

6,50                  

6,54                  

12,00                

20,50                

12,98                

12,09                

5,19                  

EDUCATION 

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 

FOOD SECURITY 12,28                

17,75                

14,82                

18,24                

(million of $US)

71%

23%

34%

18%

30,80                

7,72                  

% Funded

2,12                  0,74                  1,39                  

CLUSTER NOT YET SPECIFIED 0%

Requested Funded Unmet fund

4,09                  

9,29                  

9,19                  

-                     4,12                  4,12 -                 
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|  Education 

 
Needs:  

 Results of the Education Cluster rapid assessment carried out in August 
revealed that:  

 About 50 per cent of all schools visited were still closed.  

 Almost half of the 2012-2013 academic year has been lost (5.5 months on 
average).  

 Seven out of ten primary school students have not returned to school.  

 The fear of violence is the main reason why children have not come back to school.  

 A total of 39 per cent of all teachers from the assessed schools are still absent.  
 
Response: 

 The Education Cluster is working to support the return to school of 68,788 children in some 116 schools 
located in the provinces of Ombella-M’Poko, Lobaye, Basse-Kotto, Ouaka, Kémo and Ouham Pendé. 
Supported activities include social mobilization and advocacy, distribution of recreational and school in a 
box kits, organization of catch up/remedial classes, and the support for the return of teachers to their duty 
stations.  

 More partnerships will soon be signed to expand the programme’s reach. With no functioning data 
collection and analysis system, the current status of the education sector remains unclear. According to 
reports received from Education partners, the majority of schools are still not operating effectively. It is 
estimated that only 30 per cent of the 662.000 children who were attending primary education before the 
crisis have returned to school.  
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 The return of students and teachers to schools is dependent on the return of decentralized authorities and 
through them the return of the rule of law. 
 

Emergency shelter, water sanitation hygiene (WASH) and NFI  

 
Needs:  

 While the number of IDPs is increasing at the archdiocese site in Bossangoa, 
there is no more capacity to accommodate them. Some 37,000 displaced people 
are camping in an area of only five hectares at the Catholic dioceses which 
offers the ratio of occupation of 1.2 square meters per person against the recommended standard of 4.5 
square meters. This poses a health and Gender Based Violence (GBV) risk.  

 Displaced persons in Bossangoa are in need of safe water and sanitation services on the IDP sites.  
 

Response: 

 UNHCR’s site planning and emergency shelter team in Bossangoa completed planning the site of 4.5 
hectares provided by the archdiocese. The distribution of plots has started for a total of 211 estimated 
families to be relocated from the most congested part of the archdiocese to the planned site.  An additional 
plot of 2.9 hectares has also been identified behind the archdiocese and prepared for the relocation of 
some 1,000 persons. Advocacy is being made by UNHCR and other humanitarian actors to get additional 
space to be planned for IDP families. 

 UNICEF and partners continue to provide life-saving interventions to displaced people in Bossangoa by 
supplying safe water and sanitation to people staying in IDP sites. Over the last two weeks, UNICEF has 
increased the capacity of water being provided to 60 cubic meters, which is equivalent to 7.5 litres per 
person per day. Although this is up from 5.5 liters, UNICEF continues to work with MSF to further increase 
the capacity of water being produced as more people continue to arrive at the site daily. 

 Construction of 660 latrines has begun serving 100 people each. Some 10 latrines have already been 
completed with a UNICEF target of 270 to be completed.  

 
Gaps & Constraints:  

 Lack of additional space at the archdioceses area to decongest the site.  

 The WASH Cluster has only received 18 per cent of the amount required. Emergency funding is crucial. 
 

50% 
Schools visited were still 

closed 

8% 
Funding received by the 

Shelter cluster  
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 Food Security 

 
Needs:  

 The recent nation-wide Emergency Food Security Assessment (EFSA) found 
that 30 per cent of the population outside of Bangui (around 1.1 million people) 
is estimated to be moderately or severely food insecure. IDPs have been most affected and half of them 
suffer from severe or moderate food insecurity. 

 
Response: 

 Since January 2013, WFP has assisted 350,000 people, and plans to reach half a million by the end of the 
year. 

 WFP continued to provide emergency food assistance to IDPs as many are still unable to return to their 
villages. As the IDP population increases day by day with new armed conflicts, WFP plans to further scale 
up response to meet the additional needs in the country.  

 
Gaps & Constraints: 

 A Standardized Monitoring and Assessment of Relief and Transitions (SMART) survey is expected in the 
coming months to assess the nutritional situation of the population. 

 

Health 
 
Needs: 

 IDPs in Bossangoa are in need of healthcare services on the sites. 

 The Health Cluster is responding to a measles outbreak that was reported 
almost everywhere in the country in October, with at least 600 confirmed 
measles cases. The Cluster warned there is a measles outbreak in 15 out of the 22 health districts. 

 After the declaration of a Yellow Fever outbreak in the Ouaka province, three new cases of hepatitis have 
been reported in Batangafo (Ouham province) and samples were sent to the Institute Pasteur laboratory in 
Bangui for confirmation. WHO fears this could become a generalized epidemic meanwhile, preparations for 
assistance is in progress. 

 
Response: 

 In addition to the regional hospital, the UNICEF supported dispensary in Bossangoa which provides 
emergency health services treating over 170 patients per day. The dispensary includes a maternity area 
where 19 infants have been born in the last month. On 11 November a dispensary was opened at the 
Liberty School site offering free emergency healthcare and medicine to IDPs.  

 A vaccination campaign against measles for children between 6 and 59 months in the 4
th 

health region is 
being carried out from 26 November to 2 December. So far, UNICEF and its partners, including the Ministry 
of Health and WHO, have already vaccinated over 500,000 children between 6 and 59 months, 68 per cent 
of the targeted number (740,000), against measles, polio, and have been received deworming medication 
and Vitamin A supplementation over the past six months. The health districts 1, 2, 3 and 7 were covered in 
the first passage while the second phase, from 26 November to 2 December is covering districts 4, 5 and 
6.  
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Ongoing shortage of anti-malaria drugs in all 22 health regions impeding malaria treatment. Malaria is the 
main cause of mortality and morbidity in the country and number one cause of death for children under five. 

 According to COOPI, the departure of MSF from Mboki has left a gap in healthcare services in the region. 
The Mboki (south-east) health center lacks medications including PEP Kits and local trained staff. 

 The Health Cluster has only received 44 per cent of the amount required. Emergency funding is needed to 
improve access to health services in the country. 

 
 
 
 

1.1 million 
People food insecure 

500,000  
Children have been 

vaccinated against measles  
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 Nutrition 

 The number of children in need of malnutrition treatment has increased in some 
areas affected by conflicts and population displacement. 

 The need and quantity of nutritional inputs has increased.  

 Develop a mechanism to collect, centralize and manage nutritional data, 
disaggregated by category of severity and gender.  
 

Response: 

 Based on available statistics, the cumulative caseload of new admissions in Outpatient Therapeutic 
Programmes (OTPs) and Inpatient Therapeutic Programmes (ITPs) is estimated at, 12.447 cases as of 25 
November 2013, 

 About 37 MT comprising 33 MT of Plumpynut and 4 MT of therapeutic milk (F -100 and F -75) were 
distributed to therapeutic units for in the following provinces: Ombella Mpoko, Ouham, Ouham Pende, 
Bamingui-Bangoran, Ouaka, Nana Gribizi, Vakaga, Haute Kotto and Basse Kotto. 
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 The Nutrition Cluster has only received 46 per cent of the amount required. 
 

Logistics/emergency telecommunications 
 
Needs: 

 UNHAS reports near 100 per cent capacity for flights to most destinations with 
increase demand for passenger and cargo service. More than 65 organizations 
depend on UNHAS for service to over 27 destinations.  
 

Response: 

 UNHAS has transported 8,000 passengers so far this year.  

 From 1 to 21 October, UNHAS transported 1,670 passengers and 10 MT of cargo. Frequently flown 
destinations include Bangassou, Kaga-Bandoro and Zemio. Airstrip maintenance is planned at ten 
destinations.  
 

Gaps &Constraints: 

 UNHAS is fully funded until December 2013 and is in need of US$9 million to maintain critical air services 
through 2014. 
 

Protection  

 
Needs:  

 Return movements of IDPs is reported in the Ouham Pende province requiring 
immediate assistance.  

 Reconciliation and social cohesion is crucial for communities affected by conflict. 

 On 23 November, an LRA attack in Mboki led to the kidnapping and subsequent 
release of local inhabitants, following the intervention of self-defense groups in the region. Survivors 
required immediate psychosocial support.  
 

Response: 

 In response to the protection needs of people affected by violence in Bossangoa and returnees, the 
Protection Cluster is focusing on activities which include: identification, conflict reduction and the effects of 
armed violence on the civilian population. Other activities include community reconciliation, social cohesion 
and support to IDP returnees.  

 The UNHCR team in Bossangoa carried out several sensitizations meetings and focus group discussions 
on community reconciliation, social cohesion targeting religious and community leaders, IDPs and armed 
groups. During discussions, IDPs indicated that the first condition for their return to their houses and 
villages is the improvement of the security situation through joint patrols led by FOMAC, the national police 
and gendarmerie.  

12,447 
Severely malnourished 

children receive treatment 

8,000 
Passengers transported 

92  
Survivors of LRA attacks 

receive protection 
assistance 
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 Ongoing advocacy towards armed groups, community and religious leaders on the protection of IDPs on 
sites and their role in the social cohesion. 

 The UNHCR team in Paoua is leading the monitoring of IDP returns in the Ouham Pende province. The 
team reported the return of thousands of IDPs to some localities such as Nana Barya, Bah Bessar and 
Mbimbi. The needs of these IDP returnees will be compiled and shared with various stakeholders for 
appropriate response.  

 In Bossangoa, UNICEF continues to support communities affected by conflict by strengthening their 
capacity. In November, a series of trainings on Health, Protection, and Communication for Development 
was attended by 32 people including IDPs and people working at the IDP sites in Bossangoa.  

 UNICEF continues to support two child-friendly spaces in Bossangoa where 600 boys and girls benefit 
from a safe place where they can play, resume informal educational activities and get psychosocial care.  

 Six recreational kits have arrived in Bossangoa for the set-up of a third child friendly space on the site. 

 UNICEF continues to support peace-building efforts in Bossangoa at the community level through 
participation in the Dialogue and Reconciliation Committee. Advocacy undertaken with Heads of districts 
and villages, youth and women’s group leaders has led to an increase in participation from 12 to 40 people 
since the first meeting.  These efforts aim to engage communities to identify problems and propose 
solutions with the overall goal to empower individuals and communities to take actions to improve their 
lives. 

 In response to needs following the LRA attack in Mboki, through UNICEF’s funding, COOPI provided 
protection assistance to 92 survivors, including 19 men, 42 women, 18 girls and 13 boys. There was one 
rape case and cases of physical abuse and looting. All survivors received psychosocial emergency 
assistance through individual counselling provided by a trained counselor and collective counselling held 
by the psychosocial team. When necessary, victims were referred to health facilities for the treatment of 
wounds and post-rape emergency surgery. A family from Bangassou was referred to a host family while all 
survivors received clothes and food. 
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 The increase of violence in Bouca and Bossangoa in the Ouham province is preventing UNHCR’s team 
and other aid workers from gaining access to some affected areas, mainly in localities outside Bossangoa, 
and thus, limiting protection by presence. 
 

For further information, please contact:  

Amy Martin, Head of Office, martin23@un.org, Cell: +236 70 55 41 41/+236 75 55 41 41 

Laura Fultang, Information Officer, fultangl@un.org, Cell: +236 70 18 80 64 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org or reliefweb.int 

mailto:martin23@un.org
mailto:fultang@un.org
http://www.unocha.org/
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