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Celebrating Eid-al-Adha with 

marginalised amid COVID19 in Pakistan 
3rd August 2020: On this year’s Eid-ul-Adha, Muslim Aid 

Pakistan country programme reached out to the most 

vulnerable and marginalised communities of Dera Ismail 

(DI) Khan and Mansehra and distributed 1,680 Qurbani 

meat packs. The meat distribution programme was 

inaugurated by the Federal Minister for Kashmir Affairs and 

Gilgit-Baltistan Ali Amin Khan Gandapur.  

In Pakistan, since 2005, Muslim Aid is implementing its 

seasonal Qurbani programme during the Islamic festivity 

of Eid-ul-Adha. Through this programme, vulnerable and 

marginalised communities receive nutritional-rich meat 

packs (5 KGs each). Pakistan is a country facing multiple 

challenges, and COVID19 has affected the progress on 

poverty reduction and social development indicators. The 

country’s daily wage workers, slum dwellers, lower-middle 

and blue-collar employee class have suffered the most.  

This year, Eid was different for all of us due to COVID19 

pandemic, which broke the socio-economic fabric and 

severely impacted the less privileged ultra-poor members 

of the community. The poverty rate has declined by 40% in 

the last 15 years and with zero or limited economic activity, 

millions are expected to push back into poverty. Muslim Aid 

in close consultation with the Government of Pakistan 

came forward and supported these affected communities 

under its comprehensive COVID19 response campaign – 

Compassion Beyond Boundaries.  

  

https://www.muslimaid.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dera_Ismail_Khan_District
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dera_Ismail_Khan_District
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mansehra_District
https://twitter.com/AliAminKhanPTI
https://www.muslimaid.org/
https://www.muslimaid.org.pk/covid19
https://www.muslimaid.org.pk/covid19
https://www.muslimaid.org/
http://www.pakistan.gov.pk/
https://www.muslimaid.org.pk/covid19
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Qurbani Distribution Activities 

Muslim Aid reached out 1,680 vulnerable households of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa who cannot afford to do Qurbani, this act 

assisted to put a smile on their faces.  

Meat Distribution in District Mansehra  

First distribution activity was planned in district Mansehra 

which is one of the most favourite tourist distination. This 

district has a large rural population which is deprived of 

access to clean water and health facilities.The literacy 

level is significantly low. Most of the rural population is 

engaged in the tourism and hospitality industry across 

Pakistan. Due to COVID19, these low-income households 

hit hard – lost their jobs – and were more prone to the risk 

of food insecurity as tourist sites and hotels weren’t 

functional. A total of 600 families received meat packs. 

Meat Distribution in District DI Khan 

Another distribution activity was organised in the district DI 

Khan which is a fifth largest district of Khyber 

Pakhtunkhawa and adjacent to newly merged districts. In 

the past, the people of DI Khan have been severely 

affected due to sectarianism violence. Moreover, terrorist 

attacks happened during the proratced Afghan War. 

COVID19 crisis impacted already vulnerable segement of 

the disitrct especially the ultra-poor. This year we added 

families of martyrs who lost their lives in the fight against 

terrorism. A total of 1,080 meats packs were distributed.  

 

 

 

 

 

Federal Minister for Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan Ali Amin Khan Gandapur inaugurated the Qurbani programme at 

DI Khan. He appreciated Muslim Aid’s assistance extended to affected people of the district.  

“I am much thankful to Muslim Aid for supporting the deserving people in DI Khan who are facing difficulty in earning 

livelihoods amid COVID19. I appreciate the provision of free Qurbani meat, now poor people can also celebrate Eid with 

their kids.” ¬Ali Amin Khan Gandapur 

Significance of Pakistan’s Qurbani Programme 

1) Reaching to most vulnerable communities – 

Provision of nutrient-rich meat to the vulnerable segment 

of the society including orphans, persons with disabilities, 

elderly, widows, daily wage workers and women headed 

families.  

2) Enhancing immunity and reducing food insecurity 

– Malnutrition has a vicious, multi-generational impact. 

According to a recent study published by UNOCHA, 

approximately 36.34 people are food insecure in Pakistan 

due to COVID19 pandemic only. This affected population 

comprises of those families who are unable to earn 

enough to consume regular meals let alone compromising 

nutrition dietary. Aiming to boost people’s immune 

systems, meat packs were distributed; ensuring people’s 

health during this crisis.     

3) Ensuring livelihood opportunity to the vulnerable 

and marginalised – With unstable political and weak 

economic conditions, Pakistan cannot absorb this massive 

disruption caused by the COVID19 pandemic. 

Additionally, cascaded lockdowns in the country 

minimised business continuity. In Pakistan, the livestock 

sector was significantly contributing to livelihood and food 

security of thousands of people in rural parts. Due to the 

stagnant economic situation in the country, the small-scale 

livestock farmers lost their livelihood. Through the Qurbani 

Programme, Muslim Aid ensures to procure sacrificial 

animals from small scale livestock farmers – aiming to 

empower and support their livelihoods.   

4) Fulfilment of religious obligation – As per Islamic 

values, it is essential for those who are in better financial 

position and are blessed by Allah Almighty to include 

Muslim brothers and sisters who couldn’t celebrate Eid-ul-

Adha every year. Muslim Aid’s Qurbani programme 

ensures that those who don’t afford to have Qurbani could 

also enjoy this significant festivity of the Islamic 

community. 

https://www.muslimaid.org.pk/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mansehra_District
https://www.muslimaid.org.pk/covid19
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dera_Ismail_Khan_District
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dera_Ismail_Khan_District
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dera_Ismail_Khan_District
https://twitter.com/AliAminKhanPTI
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dera_Ismail_Khan_District
https://www.muslimaid.org.pk/
https://www.unocha.org/
https://www.muslimaid.org.pk/covid19
https://www.muslimaid.org.pk/covid19
https://www.muslimaid.org.pk/
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‘Humanitarian Response & Resilience Building’ is one of the five core strategic goals of Muslim Aid. The aim is to “saving 

lives, alleviating suffering and building resilience of local communities who are living in poverty and disaster-prone areas.” 

in alignment with the Goal Target-IV of SDG No. 1. 

_________ 

For more information: 

Qasim Ali Khawaja 

Manager Communications & Influencing 

Muslim Aid Pakistan 

Qasim.ali@muslimaid.org.pk / www.muslimaid.org.pk 

+92 334 058 058 4 / +92 51 230 53 56-8 

 

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/MuslimAidPakistan 

Twitter handle: www.twitter.com/MuslimAid_PK 

Instagram story: www.Instagram.com/MuslimAidPakistan 

LinkedIn page: https://www.linkedin.com/company/muslimaidpakistan 

Youtube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnp_hhod4o_7QINZPePqFlw 
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