
significantly, particularly among refugees and children who are internally displaced. In March, the UN reported that an 

estimated 2.6 million people in Cameroon, including 1.5 million people in Far North, faced food insecurity, a 189 percent 

increase from 2013’s food-insecure population. Furthermore, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization reports that civil 

conflict could undermine staple crop harvests beginning in October in northern Cameroon, likely contributing to a third 

consecutive year of reduced agricultural output.  

CAMEROON 

 Poverty, armed conflict, regional instability, and recurring environmental 

shocks contribute to food insecurity in Cameroon. The nation faces a 

serious level of hunger, with nearly a third of children under five years of 

age suffering from chronic malnutrition, according to the 2016 Global 

Hunger Index.  

 

 As of August, Cameroon hosted an estimated 233,000 refugees who fled 

the Central African Republic (CAR), according to the Office of the UN 

High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR); most Central African refugees 

are sheltering in Cameroon’s Adamawa, East, and North regions.  In 

addition, Boko Haram-related violence has driven approximately 89,000 

Nigerian refugees into Far North Region, where nearly 236,000 

Cameroonians were also internally displaced, the International 

Organization for Migration (IOM) reports.  

 

 The food and nutrition situation among these populations has deteriorated 
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 The Office of Food for Peace (FFP) assists food-insecure Nigerian and Central African refugees, internally displaced persons 

(IDPs), and vulnerable host communities in the four conflict-affected regions of Cameroon. FFP supports WFP to respond to 

acute food insecurity and malnutrition through general food distributions and supplementary feeding, with a focus on pregnant 

and lactating women and children under five years of age. WFP is providing fortified foods to improve the nutritional status of 

these populations.  

 

 FFP also supports the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to distribute ready-to-use therapeutic food to treat children suffering from 

severe acute malnutrition.  UNICEF is also working to strengthen nutrition monitoring and treatment and to train community 

members in caring for children experiencing acute malnutrition. 

 

 In partnership with a nongovernmental organization working in Far North Region, FFP provides targeted cash transfers for food, 

cash-for-work opportunities, and complementary nutrition education to 31,200 IDPs and host community members, increasing 

access to food, bolstering local markets, and contributing to dietary diversity.  

 U.S. In-kind Food Aid 

 Local and Regional Food 

Procurement 

 Food Vouchers 

 Cash Transfers for Food 

 Complementary Services 

$33.6 million 23,506 MT 

$23.8 million 17,220 MT 

$18.3 million 11,950 MT 

 

   

Note: Funding and tonnage totals include contributions to support Central African and Nigerian refugees sheltering in Cameroon.   


