
 

 

 

 

 

 

WORLD HUMANITARIAN DAY 2021: THE IMMEDIATE HUMAN COST OF THE 

CLIMATE CHANGE CRISIS 

The World Humanitarian Day was established in 2003 in memory of the victims of the attack on 
the United Nations headquarters in Baghdad, which killed 22 people, including the United Nations 
Special Representative in Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello. The celebration is an opportunity to 
highlight the work of humanitarian personnel.  

The World Humanitarian Day has evolved over years into a global campaign to raise awareness 
and call for action for the survival, well-being, and dignity of populations affected by crises. 

In 2021, the focus was on climate change, aiming to draw attention to the immediate 
consequences for the most vulnerable populations.  

In Cameroon, the World Humanitarian Day was celebrated from 14 to 19 August in Yaounde, 
Maroua, Kousseri, Buea and Bamenda towns in the Centre, Far North, North-West and South-
West regions. While the rest of the country was commemorating this day under the climate 
change theme, in the North-West and South-West regions, humanitarians chose the theme 
“Humanitarians are not a target”, to highlight the difficult context under which they assist affected 

 

 

 

Cameroon 
Humanitarian Bulletin  
Issue N°23 | August 2021 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• Since April 2020, over 19 

incidents of abductions 

involving humanitarians were 

reported in the North-West 

and South-West regions. 

• More than 2,400 people were 

affected by floods in the 

Mayo-Sava, Far North region 

in July. 

• Over 24,460 people were 

displaced in the Logone et 

Chari, Far North region in 

August because of 

intercommunity tensions. 

 

FIGURES  
(OCHA/IOM APRIL 2021, UNHCR 
AUGUST 2021, IOM JUNE 2020, 
OCHA FEBRUARY 2020) 

 

4.4 million 
People in need of 
humanitarian assistance 

 

3 million  
People targeted by the 
2021 Humanitarian 

Response Plan  

 

1 million 
Internally displaced people 

 

458,901 
Refugees and asylum  

seekers 

 

466,578 
Returnees (previously IDPs) 

s) 

 

  
FUNDING 
 (HRP 2021, FINANCIAL 
TRACKING SERVICES - FTS) 

362 million 
Requested in US dollar 

 

27 per cent 
funded as of 30 August 
2021 
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Sport Walk from Bongo Square to the Presbyterian Comprehensive High School in Buea town in the South-West 

region on World Humanitarian Day | Credit:  UNFPA 

Credit: OCHA 
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populations. The hashtag #NotATarget echoes the UN Secretary-General’s call to respect humanitarian workers and the 
protection of civilians in crisis zones. 

Humanitarian partners together with local 
administration officials organized awareness 
raising and reflection activities around the theme 
of the day. More than 700 people participated in 
the activities country wide.  

The last 16 months have been marked by an 
increase in the number of attacks against 
humanitarian workers in the North-West and 
South-West regions, with over 19 incidents of 
abductions involving humanitarians staff 
reported.   

Floods affected more than 18,400 people in the 
Far-North, Littoral and South-West regions; and 
the drought has particularly affected the Far-
North region increasingly exacerbating food 
insecurity in the region. 

United Nations (UN) agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) are reinforcing environmental sustainability 
through the greening of the humanitarian aid, prevention and response to risks and disasters. They are implementing projects 
to strengthen resilience of displaced communities in the Far North and providing WASH, shelter, and food assistance to 
people affected by floods. However, “beyond food security, the climate also has a significant impact on humanitarian access,” 
said the Humanitarian Coordinator ad interim, Mr. Olivier Beer. “Poor weather conditions often delay the delivery of vital aid 
and put humanitarian workers at risk. This is particularly significant in the Far North region where heavy rains and flooding  
are making it increasingly difficult to provide a rapid and timely humanitarian response,” he added. 

The climate crisis is further exacerbating the humanitarian needs of the most vulnerable. According to the 2021 Humanitarian 
Needs Overview, 4.4 million people are in urgent need of humanitarian assistance in Cameroon.  

WATER SCARCITY EXACERBATES TENSIONS BETWEEN COMMUNITIES IN THE FAR NORTH REGION 

Water scarcity due to the limited rainfall led to clashes between herders, fishermen and farmers, since 10 August in Missiska 
locality, in the Logone Birni subdivision in the Far North region of Cameroon.  

The fighting resulted in the death of more than 32 people and 93 
people were injured. Approximately 40 villages were burned down 
during clashes. Many people remain missing and dozens of dead 
bodies have been found in the bushes.  

According to administrative authorities, violence forced 12,569 
people to flee to other localities in the Logone et Chari division in 

the Far North region and 11,891 people to cross the border near 
their villages to seek refuge in Chad. Approximately 85 percent of the displaced are women, children, and elderly people. 
Cameroonian authorities are working to restore peace and create an environment conducive to the return of the displaced 

 

Discussing with partners at Djeuga Palace, Yaounde on the climate change 

emergency and its impact on the most vulnerable | Credit: OCHA 

 
Cameroonian refugees in a vi llage in Chad | Credit: UNHCR 

In July 2021 only, floods have affected 
more than 2,400 people in the Mayo-Sava 
division in the Far North region. They 
caused  the death of three people, the 
destruction of food stocks, the collapse of 
more than 360 houses, and the 
deterioration of bridges and roads.   

Herders, fishermen, and farmers need access to water 
to carry out their livelihood activities. The rainy 
seasons, which often cause floods, and the harsh dry 
seasons require good cooperation between 
communities to address water issues and maintain a 
peaceful coexistence. 
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families. The Head of State granted financial support and in-kind assistance to internally displaced people while procedures 
are underway with Chadian authorities for the repatriation of Cameroonian refugees. 

"The United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) calls on concerned governments to do everything possible to reduce the 
inter-community tensions that are causing displacement and to ensure the safety of those forced to flee," said Millicent Mutuli, 
director of UNHCR's regional office for West and Central Africa, in a statement issued on 16 August. 

HUMANITARIAN WORKER KILLED IN NORTH-WEST CAMEROON  

On 24 August, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) announced the death of its 62-year-old staff member 
Diomède Nzobambona during an attack in Bamenda town in the North-West region.  

Diomède, a water and sanitation delegate, 
was walking in the streets near his residence 
in Bamenda on 23 August, when he was 
attacked by armed men. He succumbed to 
his injuries the next day. “The circumstances 
of his death are yet to be clarified and no 
information can be given at this stage,” stated 
ICRC’s statement.  

This attack comes after the kidnaping of a UN 
staff by unidentified armed men on 10 August 
from downtown Bamenda. the kidnapped 
staff was released the same day. In July, at 
least three staff from humanitarian 
organisations were abducted by unidentified 
armed men in the North-West region.  

 

In recent months, it became more challenging for humanitarian organizations to safely reach people in need in the North-
West region. A rise in non-State armed group (NSAG) activities, ongoing military operations, increased criminality, the use 
of Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs), and the rainy season have hindered humanitarian access.  

In August, four of six roads in the vicinity of Bamenda were affected by NSAGs’ imposed lockdowns, banning all vehicle 
traffic, including humanitarian operations. Bamenda is increasingly affected by crime and insecurity, putting aid workers at 
risk of kidnapping and violent attacks, even during daytime in the city centre. During the same period, there have been IED 
attacks near Kumbo, Bali, Ndop, and Mbengwi. The United Nations Department of Safety and Security (UNDSS) advised 
partners to exercise extreme caution when operating in the two regions.  

“Aid workers put their lives at risk daily to deliver life-saving assistance in challenging regions. This must stop. Aid workers 
must be able to operate safely and without fear to serve all those affected by crises,” said Ali Dawoud, Head of OCHA Sub-
Office North-West and South-West regions. “ 

COMMON OPERATIONAL DATASETS (CODS) UPDATE IN CAMEROON 

On 31 August, OCHA and the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), in collaboration with the National Institute of Statistics (INS), 
organized a workshop to lay the groundwork for a more sustained collaboration to promote the provision, use and sharing of 
common operational datasets for a continuous update of CODs.  

Main actors involved in the development of geographical and statistical information from the public administration and 
members of the INS, UN agencies and NGOs participated in the workshop which was held in Yaounde.  

 
Diomède (right), accompanied by ICRC President Peter Maurer (second from left) | Credit: 

ICRC/ Patrick Bourgeois 
“Since January 2020, attacks against humanitarian workers in the North-West and South-West 
regions increased. Some of the direct attacks resulted in deaths, injuries, abductions, 
carjacking, diversion and delay of humanitarian operations, which were extremely concerning. 
So far, four humanitarian staff members have been killed in the North-West and South-West 
regions since 2019,” said Ali Dawoud, Head of OCHA Sub-Office in North-West and South-
West regions. 
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The Common Operational Datasets (CODs) provide a foundation for the coordination of the humanitarian response in an 
emergency, by articulating and sharing agreed baseline data, across sectors, for planning, monitoring and evaluation, 
mapping and other visualizations purposes.  

They secure consistency among actors, simplify the 
management of key data, enable a common 
operational picture of the crisis by facilitating the 
sharing of data and help develop a geographic 
framework for data collection, analysis, and 
visualization. They are among the best existing 
datasets for a range of basic subjects: administrative 
boundaries, populated settlements, towns, cities, 
transportation network, hydrology, population 
statistics, humanitarian profiles, etc.  

Each year, “the INS and other key actors of the national 
statistical information system collect and disseminate 
disaggregated population data," said Mrs. Siti Batoul 
Oussein, UNFPA Representative. “These include 
estimates of priority target populations published by 
the Ministry of Public Health, the fourth General 

Census of Population and Housing (RGPH), which is currently underway and for which the mapping and pilot census have 
been completed. These data are valuable assets for updating the CODs,” she added. 

From their side, UN agencies and NGOs contribute to strengthening the coordination of humanitarian response activities, 
especially in crisis preparedness, information collection, organization, sharing, analysis, and communication on a regular 
basis. 

DOCTORS WITHOUT BORDERS (MSF) DOWNSIZES ITS TEAMS IN THE NORTH-WEST CAMEROON 

On 3 August 2021, Doctors Without Borders (MSF) announced a substantive reduction of its presence in the North-West 
region of Cameroon.  

MSF announced this decision nearly eight months after the Cameroonian authorities suspended the organization’s activities 
in the North-West region. "We cannot stay any longer in a region where we are not allowed to provide care to people," said 
Emmanuel Lampaert, MSF's operations coordinator for Central Africa. “We will keep a small liaison office in Bamenda, the 
regional capital, to continue our dialogue with the authorities," he added. 

MSF had provided free emergency medical care and ambulance services in the North-West region from 2018 until the 
suspension of its activities by the authorities in December 2018. This suspension came after a series of allegations accusing 
the organisation of supporting local armed groups, which MSF rejected, both publicly and in meetings with the authorities. 
Despite months of exchanges, the authorities did not grant MSF the permission to resume its activities in the North-West 
region. 

"This suspension significantly reduced access to medical services in an area where communities are severely affected by 
armed violence," said Mr. Lampaert. "We hope that the provision of medical humanitarian assistance to everyone, without 
distinction, would still be possible. People are paying an expensive price for this situation. If authorities decide to lift the 
suspension, we would resume our medical activities as soon as possible," he stated. 

 

 

For further information, please contact:  
Carla Martinez, Head of Office, OCHA Cameroon, martinez14@un.org 
Bibiane Mouangue, Public Information Officer, OCHA Cameroon, bibiane.mouangue@un.org 
 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/cameroon www.reliefweb.int   
Follow us on Twitter @OCHACameroon 

Participants of the workshop/ Credit: UNFPA 
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