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This report is produced by the Humanitarian Response Forum (HRF), a network of United Nations (UN), non-government organizations (NGOs), 
and international organizations (IOs) engaged in emergency preparedness, humanitarian and early recovery response in Cambodia. It covers 
the period from 1

st
 to 7

th
 November 2013. The next report will be issued at the end of November. 

Highlights and key priorities 
 

 Waters are receding in most 
provinces, however in some 
areas more slowly than 
expected;  

 National and local authorities 
and the Cambodian Red Cross 
(CRC), as well as UN 
organizations, international and 
national NGOs continue 
assisting the affected 
population, particularly with 
food and non-food items (NFI) 
distributions, and in the areas 
of water, sanitation and 
hygiene, shelter, health, 
education and protection. 

 Sizeable crop damage in the 
provinces of Battambang, 
Banteay Meanchey and Prey 
Veng. 

20 
Affected provinces 

377,354 
Affected households  

 1,735,828 
Affected people  

31,314 
Evacuated 
households at the 
height of floods 

144,044 
Evacuated people 
at the height of 
floods 

188 
Deaths 

Situation Overview 
Waters have receded in the majority of the provinces, although 
extended areas remain flooded particularly in Banteay 
Meancheay and Battambang, as well in the central provinces like 
Kampong Cham and Prey Veng. 
 
The rainy season is coming to an end but rains persist due to 
tropical depressions such as TD Thirty. Typhoon Hayian is 
forecasted to affect Cambodia marginally, according to the 
Tropical Storm Risk and the Global Disaster Alert and 
Coordination System (GDACS) forecasts. Humanitarian actors 
are closely monitoring the evolution of weather conditions. 
 
The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) has 
started an assessment on crops damage, which is ongoing and 
will be completed after waters recede; its results are expected 
around the middle of November. 
Preliminary data released by the Ministry on 30 October show a 

Figure 1: Rice cultivated areas damaged by floods, October 2013 

Figure 2: 96-hours forecast of Typhoon Hayian, 8 
October 

http://tropicalstormrisk.com/
http://www.gdacs.org/report.aspx?eventid=41058&episodeid=16&eventtype=TC
http://www.gdacs.org/report.aspx?eventid=41058&episodeid=16&eventtype=TC
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total of 384,846 hectares affected and 125,011 hectares destroyed by floods, out of more than 2.5 million planted. 
The provinces that record the most serious impact are Battambang, Banteay Meancheay and Prey Veng, both for 
affected and for damaged rice, as shown in figure 3. 

 

Figure 3: Impact of floods on planted rice, per province 

 

Humanitarian Needs and Response 
Needs: 

With the situation slowly going back to normal and thanks to the 
response provided by national and local authorities and 
humanitarian actors, immediate needs are more localized and less 
extensive than in previous weeks, particularly food needs. Access to 
safe water remains an element of concern, especially as recent 
distributions have included a limited number of WASH items, not 
covering the minimum standard water response. As most evacuated 
families have returned home, shelter needs are also mostly 
localized, in some of the worst affected provinces.  HRF and 
Cambodia Humanitarian Forum (CHF) participant organizations 
have identified gaps and priorities in the response by sector, 
detailed in relevant chapters below. 

Once the extent of the crop damage will be thoroughly assessed, it 
will be clearer what are the longer-term food security and livelihood 
needs of affected populations; it is likely that needs will focus around 
the provision of rice and vegetable seeds and agricultural inputs. 
There is a window of opportunity for distribution of seeds before 
December for further planting to recover parts of the damaged 
areas. 

The National Committee on Disaster Management (NCDM) is 
planning a recovery assessment in the coming weeks. UNDP is 
committed to support NCDM in conducting the early recovery, multi-
sectorial assessment and is currently defining the methodology to be 
followed and identifying the existing information gaps.  

 

  
District 

Total area 
planted (ha) Affected (ha) 

Destroyed 
(ha) 

1 Battambang         296,993     136,183        41,715  

2 Prey Veng         279,894        55,840        14,125  

3 Banteay Meanchey        230,632        73,011        28,162  

4 Kampong Thom        215,191        21,734          7,347  

5 Takeo        201,566          5,424             241  

6 Siem Reap        183,845        12,766          5,638  

7 Kampong Cham        167,819        11,950          6,861  

8 Svay Rieng        166,549          4,719             498  

9 Kampot         135,095          2,000                 -    

10 Kampong Chhnang         120,651          2,301          1,474  

11 Kampong Speu        115,629          1,060                 -    

12 Pursat        109,948        15,226          4,790  

13 Preah Vihear           74,093          9,117          3,237  

14 Otdar Meanchey          64,705          8,279             784  

15 Kandal           41,110          5,449             873  

16 Kratie           32,860          5,737          3,424  

17 Stungtreng          27,664          8,070          3,046  

18 Ratanakiri          27,172          4,635          1,985  

19 Mondolkiri           22,920             480                27  

20 Sihanoukville           16,483                 -                   -    

21 Phnom Penh          11,557                50                10  

22 Koh Kong           10,373                62                21  

23 Pailin            6,485             753             753  

24 Kep            3,530                 -                   -    

  TOTAL    2,562,764     384,846     125,011  

Table 1: Affected and destroyed rice, by province 

Figure 4: Children in Chung Kal district, Otdar 
Meancheay 
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Response: 

 

Figure 5: UN and INGOs presence in response to floods 

 Education 

Needs: 

 The majority of the schools affected by the floods have now reopened and resumed 
teaching and learning activities. 

 Only 56 schools remained closed as of 4 November in Banteay Meanchey (43); 
Takeo (12); and Kampong Thom (1).  

 Short and medium term priorities identified by the Education in Emergencies (EiE) group include: 
 

 Conducting an EiE assessment; 

 Continuing Temporary Learning Spaces for 
children who cannot return to school; 

 Supporting to and advocate with the Ministry 
of Education for compensatory measures for lost 
teaching hours;  

 Reinforcing dissemination of key life skill 
messages through schools – e.g. child protection, 
health, hygiene practices;  

 Conducting community-based awareness 
raising on education and child protection issues;  

 Conducting health and psychological 
screening for infections, malnutrition, developmental 
delays, traumas, and provision of necessary 
treatment in coordination with health sector.  

56 
schools still closed 

Figure 6: Temporary Learning Space 
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Response: 

 UNICEF and Save the Children, with the support of Plan International, Finn Church Aid and World Vision will 
conduct an assessment of the post-flood situation from 11-15 November 2013. The assessment will include a 
child protection component. 

 Affected schools have been advised by the local governments to determine the lost teaching hours due to flood 
and provide compensatory classes for students so that they can catch up with the curriculum. 

 The Ministry of Education (MoEYS) with support of UNICEF will conduct training for CRC trainers from 12-13 
November on Early Childhood Care and Development (ECCD) in Emergency.  Subsequently the training will 
be rolled out to 300 CRC volunteers to deliver essential care for pregnant women and children under 5 years 
old. 

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 The need to clarify the medium-term impact of the floods on children’s learning.  
 

Protection 

Needs: 

 Following the floods, there is an ongoing need for mine-risk education in areas with 
a high risk of landmine and unexploded ordnance (UXO) movement e.g. Otdar 
Meanchey, Battambang, Banteay Meanchey and Pailin.  

 There is a need for awareness-raising on drowning prevention in schools or 
communities. 

 The priorities identified by the protection sector include: 

 Providing humanitarian assistance to vulnerable families who lost their head of household by drowning; 

 Providing psychosocial counselling to traumatized cases who lost their children by drowning; 

 Continue to provide mine risk education in floods affected communities in Pailin, Battambang and 
Banteay Meanchey; 

 Developing emergency drowning prevention materials.  
 

Response: 

 Cambodia Mine Action and Victim Assistance Authority (CMAA) staff were advised of anti-personnel mines and 
UXO by flood-affected communities in Au Bei Chan village, Banteay Meanchey. The agencies were in the area 
conducting a survey on the landmine situation. Cambodian Mine Action Center (CMAC) will destroy them as 
soon as they can access the flood-affected area. In the interim, mine signs have been posted prominently.  

 A mine-risk education TV spot was developed by CMAC and UNICEF and will be aired on several channels. 
Mine risk education training is being conducted by CMAC and MoEYS in three districts of Battambang province 
and will move to Pailin next week. A new poster with a specific focus on displaced mines/UXO is being used by 
mine risk education operators at the field. 

 World Vision Cambodia set up a total of 22 Child Friendly Spaces in six provinces, and has supported youth 
groups on awareness raising activities on child protection, hygiene practice, environment cleaning, targeting 
displaced households. 

 The Ministry of Social Affairs (MoSVY) has conducted 
an assessment on the 188 cases of drowning, whose 
findings will be used to develop information, education 
and communication (IEC) materials to raise awareness 
and prevent drowning. 

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 More funding is required for Mine-Risk Education 
(MRE) activities. The first series of mine-risk education 
TV spots has been funded by UNICEF but the second 
series has a funding gap of USD 25,000 and an 
estimated USD 30,000 is needed for MRE activities at 
school and community level. 

88  
children drowned 

Figure 7: Displaced children in Thma Kuol, Battambang 
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 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

 UNICEF and WASH partners have noted gaps in the WASH response such as water purification chemicals, 
water containers, soap, ceramic filters, safe excreta disposal, and information materials.   

 Priorities identified by WASH actors include: 

 Continuing to address immediate needs for water purification, soap, and other WASH items; 

 Undertaking a more comprehensive rapid assessment of WASH needs in addition to current focus on 
infrastructure; 

 Developing coordinated plans with the Ministry of Rural Development (MRD) and its Provincial 
Departments (PDRD) for well chlorination/disinfection and rehabilitation in priority provinces; 

 Expanding capacity building and monitoring on water quality. 
 

Response: 

 Of 31 reporting districts in five provinces, only two districts in Ratanakiri have comprehensive WASH responses 
that include water, sanitation, hygiene and information. 

 UNICEF is providing Provincial Departments for Rural Development (PDRDs) and NGOs with WASH relief 
supplies including water purification tablets, jerry cans, soap and supported by Information, Education and 
Communication (IEC) materials. 

 Action Aid is distributing water purification tablets, and IEC materials to 1,124 flood-affected households in six 
communes in Otdar Meanchey province. 

 Samaritan Purse is providing water purification tablets to 1,550 flood-affected families in Banteay Meanchey 
province. Additional WASH supplies include buckets, drinking water bottles, soap and detergent. 

 Malteser International is supporting 1,500 flood affected families in Banteay Meanchey and Otdar Meanchey 
provinces. Assessments are being undertaken and hygiene kits including bucket, Jerry can, and water 
purification is being prepared for distribution. Lastly, hygiene education is conducted following distribution of 
WASH supplies. 

 World Vision Cambodia distributed water purification items to 9,255 households in Banteay Meanchey, 
Kampong Thom, Kampong Chhnang, Battambang and Preah Vihear Provinces. WVC has available 900,000 
sachets of ‘ PuR’ water purification supplies and 5,000 education leaflets for further distributions. 

 Plan assisted 1,162 families in Kampong Cham, Siem Reap and Ratanakiri, with provision of sanitation and 
hygiene kits. The organization is also planning to distribute 600 additional kits to 600 families in Kampong 
Cham following a recent post-disaster assessment.  

 The PDRDs in 10 provinces are preparing plans for the distribution of WASH basic supplies for affected 
families and the rehabilitation of flooded and damaged wells.  
 

Gaps & Constraints: 
 

 The WASH response seems not to be comprehensive in all areas where is implemented, nor is it reaching all 
affected districts. However, it is also likely that many communities are being supported by private donations 
and foundations through village level assessments which are not being reported to a national authority. The 
Ministry of Rural Development (MRD) acknowledges that there has been an increased number of support from 
individual private donation to local 
communities directly- hence potentially 
easing their needs.  

 General instructions on how to treat water 
using water purification sachets, safer 
excreta disposal, and use of alum to 
address turbidity of water may be required 
through radio announcements. 

 Moreover linking WASH response to health 
monitoring systems is also critical to 
determine where support is most needed. 
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Figure 8: WASH response coverage 
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Shelter 

Needs:  

 Initial findings from rapid assessments identify shelter needs as of particular concern 
in unstructured safe areas (i.e. elevated ground where no or very little infrastructure 
exist);  

 Most families evacuated are reported to be returning to homes in provinces of 
Kampong Cham, Battambang and Banteay Meanchey however there is no 
comprehensive assessment on the extent of damage to homes.  

 IOM has identified 284 households without immediate shelter and in need of shelter kits in the provinces of 
Kampong Cham, Battambang and Banteay Meanchey 

 Data from PCDM shows 67,913 households have partial damage to their homes but still meet their shelter 
needs in Battambang. 

 Short-term priorities identified by shelter actors focus on the need for a comprehensive assessment. 
 

Response:  

 By using the Emergency Cash Grant (ECG) from 
UNOCHA, IOM is going to provide 598 shelter kits consisting 
of metal zinc roofing, tarpaulin, plastic sheeting, non-food 
items, provide transport for affected families and provide 
labourers to assist affected families during distribution.  
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Data on houses partially damaged or completely 
damaged is limited from the province affected by floods.   

 There are limited human resources and funds to carry 
out a more comprehensive assessment.  
 
  

 

 Health 

Needs: 

 Ninety-eight health facilities have been affected by flooding to varying degrees 
limiting their ability to deliver health services. 

 In affected areas, flooding has also limited residents’ access to health facilities 
and essential health care services. 

 There has been an increased incidence of infectious diseases such as acute 
respiratory infections, diarrhoea and conjunctivitis, although no outbreak has been declared. 

 Post-flood outreach to affected populations with essential health care preventive and curative services is 
critical. 

 

Response: 

 During the emergency period, local mobile teams have been organized by the provincial health department and 
operational districts with local authorities to provide health education and essential health care services to 
affected populations within their households, in safe areas and at evacuation sites.  

 The Communicable Disease Centre of the Ministry of Health with the support of WHO is planning to conduct an 
assessment in 9 provinces to evaluate health conditions in affected areas and evacuation sites. 

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Mobile teams and outreach can provide only limited services, on an occasional basis to affected areas where 
health facilities have been rendered less functional due to flooding. 

284 
Households in immediate 

need of shelter kits in 
Kampong Cham and 

Battambang 

98  
Hospitals/ Health Centers 
affected (Source: MoH) 

Figure 9: Evacuation area 
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 Required transportation during the flood (e.g. boat rental) for mobile teams and for post-flood outreach is costly 
and impacts on the ability to organize and provide required services. 

 

 Food Security and nutrition 

Needs: 

 Based on findings from the joint assessment, localized areas of immediate food needs have been identified. 
Efforts are continuing to coordinate food distributions between the CRC and NGOs. 

 The Ministry of Agriculture is currently conducting crop damage assessments in Banteay Meanchey and 
Battambang, two of the worst affected provinces, the results of which will further reveal the medium-term food 
security needs leading up to the lean season.  

 World vision and Oxfam are conducting assessments in flood affected provinces to inform future programming 

 Food security and nutrition actors have identified immediate and medium term priorities as follows: 
 Localized immediate food needs, though depending on the extent of crop damage and the subsequent 

needs during the hunger gap, those may increase 
 Medium term needs are agricultural seeds and inputs; some areas in BMC and BTB expressed a desire for 

receiving such support by December in order to take advantage of the available water. Infrastructure 
rehabilitation (water/irrigation infrastructure and roads) also cited as a medium-longer term need, linked to 
Food/Cash For Work in support of local livelihoods. 

 

 

Figure 10: Wet season rice cultivated areas damaged by floods 

Response: 

 CRC plans further distributions this week in Banteay Meanchey, Battambang, Kampong Cham and Kampong 
Chhnang to more than 7,000 HHs 
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 Caritas plans distributions of rice seeds to 8277 households and distributions of vegetable seeds to 3000 
households in eight provinces 

 UNICEF plans complimentary feeding for infants in 6 affected provinces 

 World Vision Cambodia conducted food distribution jointly with Commune Committee for Disaster Management 
(CCDM) to 5,154 households of the most flood affected areas in Banteay Meanchey, Kampong Thom, 
Kampong Chhnang, Battambang and Siem Reap Province.  

 The Vietnamese government has donated 1,000 MT of rice to NCDM and these will be distributed to Provinces 
upon request by the Provincial Committees for Disaster Management (PCDMs). 

 

 Gaps & Constraints: 

 Reported data on needs and damage vary significantly in some of the worst affected areas; efforts underway to 
triangulate the information. 

 Funding is a concern for organizations planning early recovery activities, especially for seed provision and 
livelihood support, as current funds have nearly been depleted. Funding gaps will be determined based on 
needs identified through assessments. 

 

 

Figure 11: Households assisted, per sector 

Funding 
In the absence of a national appeal, humanitarian organizations note that it is difficult for agencies to raise funds for 
the response, which they are funding through internal resources that are limited and that will be exhausted quickly. 
Additional funds will be needed for early recovery, as already outlined from initial rapid assessments. 
 
DCA/CA has submitted a preliminary Action by Churches Together (ACT) Appeal for the amount of USD 
1,012,541, having already secured USD 231,000 and therefore seeking the balance of around USD 780,000.  
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DISCLAIMER: This document is a compilation of information gathered from various sources, including 
relevant UN agencies, NCDM, CRC, INGOs and the media.  
 

General Coordination 
The WATSAN Working Group, led by the Ministry of Rural Development, has met on 06 November to discuss the 
main needs on water, hygiene and sanitation in affected areas and the current response, and to coordinate further 
response by WASH actors. 
 
Protection partners have met under the leadership of the Ministry of Social Affairs on 07 November to discuss the 
results of the assessment on drowning cases and priorities of the protection response. 
 
The Ministry of Education has convened a meeting of the Education in Emergencies working group on 08 
November to discuss contents of the assessment tool, methodology, sampling, and timeframe; as well as the 
format of the Education Contingency Plan and mobilization of resources for both initiatives. 
 
A joint “Lessons learned” exercise is planned for the 25th of November with the participation of HRF and CHF 
member organizations, as well as national and local Committees on Disaster Management, where all actors will 
discuss the positive elements of coordinated response and the challenges encountered. 
 
The HRF next meeting is planned around the 21 November. 
 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Gianpietro Bordignon, WFP Country Director and HRF co-Chair, gianpietro.bordignon@wfp.org, Tel: +855 (0)23 212 137/8 

Caroline McCausland, Action Aid Country Director and HRF co-Chair, caroline.mccausland@actionaid.org , Tel: +855 (0) 23994987 

 

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: moira.fratta@wfp.org and amr.osman@wfp.org  
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