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This report is produced by the Humanitarian Response Forum (HRF), a network of United Nations (UN), non-government organizations (NGOs), 
and international organizations (IOs) engaged in emergency preparedness, humanitarian and early recovery response in Cambodia. It covers 
the period from 1st to 8th October 2013. The next report will be issued on or around 15h October. 

Highlights and key priorities 
 

• Sixteen provinces affected by floods 
and flash floods since the third 
week of September; 

• 83 confirmed deaths, of which at 
least 34 children;  

• More than 160,000 households 
affected and more than 13,000 
households evacuated to safe 
areas; 

• More than 120,000 houses, 847 
schools, 50 health centres and 
hospitals, and 360 pagodas flooded 
with roads, bridges and 
infrastructure damaged; 

• National Committee for Disaster 
Management (NCDM) and 
Provincial Committees for Disaster 
Management (PCDM) monitoring 
the situation and leading joint 

assessments with participation from 
HRF; 

• National and local authorities, 
Cambodia Red Cross (CRC) and NGOs providing immediate relief assistance to affected families evacuated to 
safe areas;  

• Assessments ongoing in several provinces to determine extent of floods’ impact and needs of the population. 

16 
Affected provinces 

160,862 
Affected households 

 739,965 
Affected people 

13,192  
Evacuated 
households  

60,683 
Evacuated people 

83 
Deaths 

Situation Overview 
Heavy rains since the third week of September have resulted in floods in at least 16 provinces throughout the 
north-west and along the Mekong River in central and southern Cambodia. Latest reports from the National 
Committee for Disaster Management (NCDM), the Provincial Committees for Disaster Management (PCDMs), the 
Cambodian Red Cross (CRC), local authorities, international and local NGOs as well as from the media indicate 
that flooding has affected Otdar Meanchey, Banteay Meanchey, Preah Vihear, Battambang, Pailin, Siem Reap, 
Pursat, Stung Treng, Ratanakiri, Kratie, Kampong Cham, Kampong Chhnang, Kampong Thom, Prey Veng, Phnom 
Penh and Kandal.  

The continuous rains in neighbouring countries have caused repeated flash floods in some provinces, including 
Banteay Meanchey which has been affected again after water receded in the last days. New provinces including 
Siem Reap, Battambang, Pailin and to a lesser extent Pursat have been recently flooded.  

While water levels on the Mekong River have decreased and are expected to continue decreasing in all monitored 
stations in Cambodia, adverse weather conditions upstream could cause a significant deterioration of the situation 

Figure 1: Provinces affected by flooding 
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in the Mekong basin. Tropical Storm Wutip, which hit Viet Nam last week, has not significantly increased water 
levels so far in Cambodia. 

According to latest NCDM figures published on 7 October, there were 83 confirmed deaths, with approximately 
160,862 households (or approximately 739,965 people) affected, and more than 13,192 households (approximately 
60,683 people) evacuated. More than 120,292 houses, 847 schools, 50 hospitals and health centres, and 360 
pagodas are waterlogged.  

Latest information from NCDM shows the following:  
 
Table 1: Impact of flooding in Cambodia 

Province	   Affected	  
Districts	  

Affected	  
Commune

s	  

Affected	  
(family)	  

Affected	  
(people)	  

Evacuat
ed	  

(family)	  

Evacuat
ed	  

(people
)	  

Houses	  
affecte

d	  

Hou
ses	  
da
ma
ged	  

Victims	   Affected	  

Death
s	  

Injure
d	   School	   Pagod

a	  
HC/Hospi

tal	  

Preah	  Vihear	   7	   22	   3017	   13,878	   311	   1,431	   586	   	  	   1	   	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	  
Kampong	  
Thom	   6	   20	   	  	  

	  
210	   966	   6499	  

	  
10	  

	  
27	   2	   2	  

Banteay	  
Meanchey	   9	   9	   18,627	   85,684	   1,996	   9,182	   15,027	   3	   2	   	  	   74	   54	   6	  

Siem	  Reap	   6	   40	   15,893	   73,108	   	  	  
	  

3,445	   7	  	   7	   	  	   39	   8	   7	  
Otdar	  
Meanchey	   5	   22	   13,244	   60,922	   	  	  

	  
3,009	   	  2	   4	   	  	   12	   	  	   	  	  

Kampong	  
Cham	   13	   72	   29,369	   135,097	   3,546	   16,312	   28,818	   36	   26	   	  	   268	   144	   17	  

Kratie	   5	   39	   18,552	   85,339	   621	   2,857	   12,447	   2	   4	   	  	   88	   59	   1	  

Steung	  Treng	   5	   29	   8,953	   41,101	   1,374	   6,196	   7,558	   2	   3	   	  	   22	   17	   2	  

Prey	  Veng	   12	   65	   15,185	   69,851	   313	   1,440	   13,655	   6	   14	   	  	   194	   53	   7	  

Kandal	   7	   53	   30,950	   142,370	   229	   1,053	   22,327	   9	   3	   	  	   123	   23	   8	  
Kampong	  
Chhnang	   3	   3	   	  	  

	   	   	  
	  	  

	  
4	  

	   	   	   	  Phnom	  Penh	   3	   13	   3,109	   14,301	   426	   1,960	   2,737	   4	   1	  
	   	   	   	  Ratanakiri	   5	   21	   3,532	   16,247	   2,289	   10,529	   	  	   	  	   4	   	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	  

Battambang	   8	   	  	   	  	  
	  

1,877	   8,634	   3,753	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  Pailin	   2	   8	   431	   1,983	  

	   	  
431	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  Pursat	   5	   	  	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  Total	   101	   416	   160,862	   739,881	   13,192	   60,560	   120,292	   71	   83	  

	  
847	   360	   50	  

 
During the first week of October the number of recorded affected and evacuated households has increased in the 
majority of provinces. Some provinces however report that evacuated households have returned to their homes as 
the water recedes. In particular, the general situation has improved or stabilized in Ratanakiri, Preah Vihear, Otdar 
Meanchey, Kratie, and Stung Treng. 

 
Figure 2: Affected and evacuated population as of 7 October 2013 
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It is worth noting that the term “affected”, used by Government as well as most organisations to collect data and to 
allow for a targeted response, indicates the number of households or people who have in some way been impacted 
by flooding. The extent of the impact therefore varies and the total number of affected households and people is an 
indicative figure of the impact of floods.  
While there are no detailed indications so far of the impact on vulnerable groups, initial assessments suggest that 
children are at risk of drowning if left unattended in flood waters. Poor households depending on daily income are 
more at risk as they have reduced access to labour while evacuated in safe areas. In some cases, borrowing 
money as a coping mechanism has been registered, especially from women-headed households. 

 
Figure 3: Impact of flooding in Cambodia 

 
 

Rice fields and secondary crops such as cassava have been flooded and in some cases damaged. According to 
NCDM latest data, the total number of hectares affected amounts to 221,476 ha. As rice only starts to be damaged 
after more than 10 days in flood waters, the impact on the agricultural sector will depend on how quickly waters 
recede. Flash floods however may have washed away young rice in some provinces. Table 2 on the following page 
shows the impact on the agricultural sector, according to data compiled by NCDM. 
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Table 2: Impact of flooding on agricultural sector 

Province	   District	   Commune	  

Agriculture	  sector	  

Cattle/Livestock	   Rice	  transplanting	   Rice	  
seedling	  

Secondary	  crop	  

#	  Evacuated	   #	  Death	  
#	  affected	  

(ha)	  
#	  damaged	  

(ha)	  
#	  damaged	  

(ha)	  
#	  affected	  

(ha)	  

#	  
damaged	  

(ha)	  
Preah	  Vihear	   7	   22	   	  	   	  	   4036	   11	   	  	   43	   	  	  
Kampong	  Thom	   6	   20	   4361	   	  	   2802	   	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	  
B.	  Meanchey	   9	   9	   	  	   	  	   25,943	   30	   	  	   3,389	   	  	  
Siem	  Reap	   6	   40	   	  	   5	   8,800	   	  	   	  	   72	   	  	  
Otdar	  Meanchey	   5	   22	   	  	   	  	   69,516	   	  	   	  	   1,931	   	  	  
Kampong	  Cham	   13	   72	   2,398	   	  	   10,798	   60	   28	   166	   	  	  
Kratie	   5	   39	   8,724	   	  	   4,610	   	  	   329	   695	   	  	  
Steung	  Treng	   5	   29	   	  	   	  	   8,367	   	  	   	  	   1,012	   	  	  
Prey	  Veng	   12	   65	   4,555	   	  	   45,528	   	  	   	  	   203	   	  	  
Kandal	   7	   53	   1,013	   	  	   4,632	   	  	   	  	   1,759	   	  	  
K.	  Chhnang	   3	   3	   	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	  
Phnom	  Penh	   3	   13	   	  	   	  	   285	   	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	  
Ratanakiri	   5	   21	   	  	   34	   2,792	   	  	   	  	   316	   	  	  
Battambang	   8	   	  	   	  	   	  	   33,367	   	  	   	  	   1,622	   	  	  
Pailin	   2	   8	   	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	   300	   	  	  
Pursat	   5	   	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	  
Total	   101	   416	   21,051	   39	   221,476	   101	   357	   11,508	   0	  

 

 

Humanitarian Needs and Response 
Needs: 
NCDM, PCDMs and local branches of CRC, as well as local and international NGOs and UN agencies have 
conducted initial joint assessments in several provinces including Otdar Meanchey, Kratie, Kampong Cham, Stung 
Treng, and Prey Veng. Other joint assessments are planned or ongoing in Kandal, Banteay Meanchey, Siem Reap, 
Battambang and Ratanakiri.  
Past joint assessments have identified the most pressing needs for immediate response.  

Recommendations from the joint assessment in Otdar Meanchey highlight that no large scale response is 
needed in terms of shelter and food relief, however assistance might be required for most vulnerable groups such 
as orphaned and vulnerable children, the elderly, and children of migrants.  

Some immediate food needs have been identified in areas isolated by water, such as Banteay Ampil, Anlong 
Veang and parts of Chung Kal. The local branch of the Cambodian Red Cross has requested assistance from the 
central level to cover unmet needs. Further assistance may be required over the next few months and years to 
ensure food security and to support reconstruction of damaged infrastructure. As the markets are largely 
functioning and prices seem stable, immediate food security is not at risk; however it will be necessary to monitor 
future harvest production.  

Sizeable gaps have been identified in terms of water, sanitation and hygiene; particularly on awareness raising, 
well chlorination, home water treatment (e.g. boiling),  and household hygiene (especially on food preparation). 
Mobile clinics are encouraged. 

Awareness raising is required to ensure child protection, in particular to avoid the risk of drowning for children 
playing unattended in flood waters, or children exposed to mines/UXOs. 
The initial assessment recommends that more in-depth sector assessments are conducted to identify medium to 
long-term needs; most notably in WASH, health, and food security. 

Other assessments indicate that affected households that are evacuated to safe areas are in need of temporary 
shelters as these areas often lack  adequate space or are not equipped with separate space for animals/livestock?. 
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So far, a reduced number of evacuated households in need have received temporary shelter materials from the 
CRC and NGOs, but broader distribution is required  to cover un-met gaps immediately as the rainy season 
continues and households are forced to remain on safe areas until water retires. 	  
Recommendations from the joint assessment in Stung Treng, Kratie, Kampong Cham and Prey Veng indicate 
that there is a need for urgent and immediate support to the evacuated population in the safe places for food, non-
food items, clean water, hygiene, sanitation, child friendly spaces, and temporary learning spaces. WASH response 
is required for both affected and evacuated populations.  
 
Currently insufficient attention to sanitation and water quality needs of displaced persons in ‘safe areas’ has dire 
risks for widespread outbreaks of waterborne and excreta related diseases such as acute watery diarrhea (AWD). 
Young children and other vulnerable persons with compromised immunity or malnutrition are at risk to suffer the 
greatest from contaminated water sources and increased pathogens within the environment. Moreover the lack of 
private and secure sanitation facilities undermines the health, welfare and security of girls and women in congested 
living spaces. 
 
It is also necessary to guarantee access to education, as more than 800 schools in the country are waterlogged 
and supplies and education materials have been damaged. The Provincial Offices of Education will need support in 
establishing Temporary Learning Spaces where schools cannot be accessed. School rehabilitation, including of 
WASH facilities, will be required, as well as repairing of infrastructure, wells and latrines. 
 

Among all the needs identified, HRF participants have decided to prioritize WASH and Shelter for immediate 
intervention, as other needs like food and NFIs are being met by the current national response, particularly by food 
distributions conducted by the CRC and NGOs. 
 
Response: 

• Water, sanitation and hygiene: 
o UNICEF, in response to an express request from the provincial administration, has already exhausted 75% 

of its pre-positioned WASH emergency relief stocks to address critical needs in Kratie province. Moreover, 
UNICEF provided 10,000 bars of soap, 2,500 Jerry cans, 1,500 ceramic water filters, and chlorine to the 
Ministry of Rural Development (MRD) for emergency relief purposes before the flood season, most of 
which has now been distributed.    

o Depending on available funding, Oxfam is planning to respond on hygiene promotion including provision of 
hygiene kits, rehabilitation of wells/water systems, rehabilitation of sanitation facilities in collective centers.  

• Protection: Following the risks identified by the assessment team in Otdar Meanchey province, UNICEF 
supports the Cambodian Mine Action Centre (CMAC) to scale-up mine risk awareness activities in the flooded 
districts. 

• Food security: Depending on available funding, Oxfam is planning to respond on cash transfers, agricultural 
inputs and technical support for people who have lost their crops. 

 

Funding 
Following preliminary results of the assessments conducted in the previous week, HRF participants have agreed to 
request an initial Emergency Cash Grant (ECG) for USD 50,000 from UNOCHA to prioritize life saving and life 
supporting activities on WASH and shelter, where needs are deemed to be more immediate and less covered by 
ongoing response. 

The proposed WASH interventions will respond to the immediate needs of water and hygiene of families in the 
safe areas and on their return to homes, ensuring essential, lifesaving water purification chemicals, Jerry cans, 
water filters and soap for hand-washing.  
 
The proposed Shelter interventions will respond to the immediate needs of shelter. IOM will provide shelter 
materials (tarpaulin, plastic sheet, and rope), non food items (hammer, axe, and handsaw), transportation of shelter 
and NFIs, provide transport for affected families and laborers to assist affected families during distribution. 
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DISCLAIMER: This document is a compilation of information gathered from various sources, including 
relevant UN agencies, NCDM, CRC, INGOs and the media.  
 

General Coordination 
The National Committee for Disaster Management (NCDM) is the entity in charge of coordinating the assistance 
and response to disasters. NCDM members have visited several provinces, including most recently Battambang, 
Siem Reap and Banteay Meanchey; they have led the joint assessment in Otdar Meanchey and will conduct 
another joint assessment in Battambang, Siem Reap and Banteay Meanchey. In addition, NCDM is closely 
monitoring the situation with PCDMs and providing technical support where required. 

Several PCDMs have already organized or are organizing coordination meetings with NGOs in the affected 
provinces, and some are participating in joint assessments.  

The HRF met on 1st October to discuss the situation and coordinate the response among partners. Another 
meeting is planned for 10 October when additional results of ongoing assessments will be shared and 
organizations will discuss scaling up of the response where necessary, in support of the national flood response.  

 

 

For further information, please contact:  
Gianpietro Bordignon, WFP Country Director and HRF co-Chair, gianpietro.bordignon@wfp.org, Tel: +855 95 666781 
Caroline McCausland, Action Aid Country Director and HRF co-Chair, caroline.mccausland@actionaid.org , Tel: +855 12200341 
 
To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: moira.fratta@wfp.org and amr.osman@wfp.org  


