
The CRC & Children’s perceptions of their rights

WHAT IS THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD?
The world’s most widely ratified human rights treaty in history

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is an international treaty that recognizes the human 
rights of children, defined as persons up to the age of 18 years. The Convention establishes that States 
Parties must ensure that all children – without discrimination in any form, 

 ► benefit from special protection measures and assistance; 
 ► have access to services such as education and health care; 
 ► can develop their personalities, abilities and talents to the fullest potential; 
 ► grow up in an environment of happiness, love and understanding; 
 ► and are informed about and participate in, achieving their rights in an accessible and active manner. 

196 countries have endorsed it. Only the United States of America has not ratified the Convention.

Article 42 CRC
States Parties undertake to make 
the principles and provisions of the 

Convention widely known, by appropriate and 
active means, to adults and children alike.

According to Small 
Voices, Big Dreams 
study, 49.8% of children 
do not know about the 
Convention

49.8%
The Convention on the Rights of the Child has 54 
articles in all. Articles 43-54 are about how adults 
and governments should work together to make sure 
that all children get all their rights. Article 42 states 
that governments should actively work to make sure 
children and adults know about the Convention.  



The international nature of the study, carried out in 
countries with very diverse geographical origins, 
living conditions and cultural traditions, has made 
it possible to capture a diversity of experiences 
and visions about this phenomenon, which is in 
itself global, but which also includes very different 
manifestations depending on the context. For this 
reason, the decision was made to also provide 
information about the comparisons that arise from 
grouping the countries according to the Inequality-
adjusted Human Development Index (IHDI). The 
IHDI is a criterion used for its value as a composite 
measure of the development and inequality present 
in the sample of countries considered .

CLASSIFICATION OF THE COUNTRIES FROM THE SAMPLE ACCORDING TO IHDI 
IHDI Level Country

Very high

Sweden
Canada

New Zealand
South Korea

Spain

High

Brazil
Thailand
Ecuador
Mexico

Medium or low

Vietnam 

Nicaragua
India

Honduras
Ghana

Burkina Faso

KNOWLEDGE 
OF THE CRC
According to the study, there 
are more children that know 
about the Convention in 
impoverished countries than 
in countries with a better 
economic situation (61% 
compared to 33.7%).

“Children 
should be aware 

of children’s 
rights” 

Aarya*, India

* The names of the children have been changed to protect their identity
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About Small Voices Big Dreams 2019
Small Voices, Big Dreams (SVBD) is an initiative 
carried out by all the members of ChildFund Alliance. 
Our aim is to raise children’s voices about the issues 
that affect them directly. This edition, in 2019, presents 
5500 children’s opinions regarding violence against 
children. The participating children have very different 
living conditions, cultural traditions and geographic 
origins. Their countries are also very diverse: Mexico, 

Brazil, Honduras, Ecuador, 
Nicaragua, Canada, Spain, 
Sweden, Burkina Faso, 
Ghana, South Korea, India, 
Thailand, Vietnam and 
Nueva Zealand.
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Children are aware of their rights, as declared by 71% of the children interviewed 
who think that Like adults, everyone under the age of 18 has their own rights. 
However, 4 out of 10 (39,2%) think that adults do not know about their rights.

Article 12 of the CRC states that every child has the right to express their 
views, feelings and wishes in all matters affecting them, and to have their 
views considered and taken seriously .

Article 12.1 CRC

States Parties 
shall assure to 
the child who is capable 
of forming his or her 
own views the right to 
express those views 
freely in all matters 
affecting the child, the 
views of the child being 
given due weight in 
accordance with the age 
and maturity of the child.

DATA ACCORDING TO GENDER

Like adults, everyone under the 
age of 18 has their  

own rights

In my country, adults know and 
respect the rights of children 

and adolescents

In my country, the opinion of 
children of my age is heard on 

issues that matter to us

“I don’t agree at all” or 
“I agree a little bit”

“Mostly” or 
“totally” agree

According to SVBD study, half (49,7%) of the children interviewed also say that adults do 
not listen to their opinions regarding issues that are important to them.

“We need 
to be listened 
to. Our voice 
is important”

Noemí*, Honduras
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RECOMMENDATIONS FROM EDUCO

Everyone should know about the UNCRC

Article 42 of the CRC states that States Parties must commit to making the principles and 
provisions of the Convention widely known, appropriately and actively, to adults and 
children alike. At Educo, we recommend:

 ► Including education on children’s rights in educational curricula at all levels, so that 
children and adults can learn about the importance of the CRC and be aware of how to 
stand up for children’s rights. To do this, it is vital to make the necessary investment.

 ► Training professionals who work with children on Children’s Rights. 

 ► Carrying out awareness-raising campaigns aimed at civil society to raise awareness of 
the Convention and the implications and responsibilities that all adults must know.

Empower children to be agents of social change

To do this, governments must promote:

 ► Child-friendly accountability, in the form of regular consultations with children and 
participatory processes on issues that affect them.

 ► Enabling environments for the development of children’s agency that promote 
children’s empowerment, capacity for dialogue and spaces for claiming and 
demanding rights.

 ► Child-friendly information on issues that affect children so that they can participate in 
society and defend their rights and those of others (article 17 of the CRC). 

Reaffirm commitment to fulfilling Child Rights

Governments at all levels need to make a pledge and reaffirm their political commitment 
to child rights. Evidence of this must be seen through the implementation of legislation and 
budgets that reflect children’s rights, needs and opinions.
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