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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Maize production was sharply reduced in 2011 

 Prices of rice, the main food staple, have been increasing 
steadily since 2007 

A below average crop was gathered in 2011 

Harvesting of the 2011 cereal and pulses crops was completed in 
December. Due to erratic precipitation during the cropping season and 
an early cessation of rainfall in September, the conditions of the maize 
crop, the only cereal grown, have been poor in most islands. 
 
A joint FAO/CILSS Crop Assessment Mission recently estimated the 
output from the 2011 maize crop at some 5 600 tonnes mostly 
produced in Santiago Island (51 percent) and Fogo island (25 percent). 
This level of production is 21 percent below last year harvest and 13 
percent below the average of the previous 5 years. Production of beans 
and potatoes will also be below normal 

Food security is constrained by high food prices  

Cape Verde is highly dependent on cereal imports, especially for rice 
and wheat, which are not grown in the country. Approximately 80 
percent of the national cereal requirements are imported. 
 
Until recently, food aid played a major role in Cape Verde’s food policy, 
accounting for over 50 percent of total cereal consumption in some 
years. Monetisation of food aid in the form of “cash-for-work” activities 
has been the main instrument used by the Government to deal with 
food emergencies. However, the amount of food aid received has 
declined sharply in recent years due to various factors, including the 
upgrading of Cape Verde to medium-developed country status from 
least-developed country, and the shift of several donors’ aid policy to 
direct budget support. For example, the country received only about 
7 000 tonnes of food aid per year over 2006-2010 compared to an 
average of 37 000 tonnes between 2002 and 2005. 
 
Moreover, the price of rice, the main imported cereal, has increased 
significantly in recent years. In November 2011 the price of rice was 
about 64 percent higher compared to November 2006. Although the 
country imports the bulk of its consumption requirement also in a year 
of normal production, the rural population, particularly in the semi-arid 
zones, could be severely affected by this year poor production 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


