
EPIDEMIOLOGICAL UPDATE 

 

This chart shows the daily increase in confirmed new cases, as 
well as a 5-day moving average which helps smooth out the 
‘noise’ from short-term fluctuations by averaging the data from 
the last five days reported. 

 

 

 

Cumulative cases by regions as of 9 December: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This map visualizes data as of 9 December 2020. 

 

 
 

HIGHLIGHTS  

• Ministry of Health prepares for second wave of COVID-19 in Uzbekistan 

• UNICEF Spotlight on education 
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This Sitrep outlines current information on the COVID-19 outbreak in Uzbekistan, and summarizes international 
partners’ support to the national response effort. 

Global Info: Text “Hi” to +41 79 

893 18 92 (WhatsApp) for the 

latest WHO global updates and 

statistics. 

National Hotline: 1003 / 103 

Total Cases: 74,498 
 

Total Recovered: 71,740 
 

Total Deaths: 611 (=) 

 

Daily new cases: 146 

Tashkent City: 43,302 (+110) Syrdarya: 1267 

Tashkent region: 15,014 (+25) Surkhandarya: 1053 

Namangan: 2595 Karakalpakstan: 835 

Samarkand: 2445 Khorezm: 771 

Andijan: 2101 Jizzakh: 765 (+3) 

Kashkadarya: 1542 (+3) Fergana: 717 

Bukhara: 1424 Navoiy: 667 (+5) 

https://bit.ly/2wmFUtZ


Epidemiological update (cont’d) 

• Of the 146 new cases confirmed on 9 December, 110 

were detected in Tashkent City, 25 in Tashkent region, 

five in Navoiy, three in Jizzakh and three in 

Kashkadarya.  

• Of the 146 new cases confirmed on 8 December, 113 

were detected in Tashkent City, 25 in Tashkent region,    

four in Andijan, two in Karakalpakstan and two in 

Kashkadarya. 

• Of the 153 new cases confirmed on 7 December, 111 

were detected in Tashkent City, 27 in Tashkent region, 

eight in Fergana, five in Andijan and two in Jizzakh  

• Of the 149 new cases confirmed on 6 December, 105 

were detected in Tashkent City, 28 in Tashkent region, 

five in Namangan, four in Andijan, three in Khorezm, 

two in Kashkadarya and two in Surkhandarya  

• Of the 153 new cases confirmed on 5 December, 98 

were detected in Tashkent City, 29 in Tashkent region, 

10 in Namangan, eight in Fergana, five in Khorezm, 

two in Andijan and one in Jizzakh  

• Of the 159 new cases confirmed on 4 December, 115 

were detected in Tashkent City, 31 in Tashkent region, 

four in Kashkadarya, three in Andijan, three in Navoiy, 

two in Jizzakh and one in Karakalpakstan. 

• Of the 161 new cases confirmed on 3 December, 107 

were detected in Tashkent City, 34 in Tashkent region, 

seven in Surkhandarya, five in Jizzakh, five in 

Kashkadarya and three in Andijan.  

     (MoH on coronavirus.uz and via Public Relations Dept). 

 

Latest National COVID-19 Response News 

• As of 9 December, 2,147 patients are being treated in 

medical institutions, of whom 179 are in serious 

condition and 34 are in critical condition (MoH on 

coronavirus.uz and via Public Relations Dept). 

 

• Ministry of Health prepares for next wave of COVID-

19. According to the Minister of Health, the current 

epidemiological stability in Uzbekistan is not to be 

interpreted as reassuring, and that according to other 

countries’ experience, a second wave cannot be 

avoided. Preparations for such a second wave of COVID-

19 are underway (gazeta.uz). 

• Further COVID-19 ‘distribution centres’ in Tashkent to 

close. The centres at the Uzexpocentre and at the 

universal sports complex are set to close. According to 

the Ministry of Health, they are being shut due to a 

stabilization of the epidemiological situation in the 

capital (gazeta.uz). 

 

HEALTH RESPONSE 

Health Capacity-Building 

• A group of European experts in the Technical Advisory 

Group to the WHO Regional Office have developed 

recommendations to support Member States in 

continuing schooling during COVID-19, and on using 

appropriate mitigation measures to ensure schooling 

for all children and adolescents without jeopardizing 

learning outcomes, especially for the most vulnerable 

groups. 

• On 8 December, WHO Regional Office organized a high-

level meeting to discuss issues related to schooling 

during the COVID-19 pandemic, share the latest 

research, infection control measures, and distance 

learning. 

• An international WHO expert, Dr. Renata Szypulska, has 

arrived in Tashkent to support the national virology 

laboratory with the implementation of a laboratory 

quality management system. 

• From 1 to 3 December, WHO together with the MoH 

organized a training course on Infection prevention 

and control (IPC) in the context of COVID-19 for 

general health care staff of Jizzakh Region. Over 200 

participants from different health care facilities joined 

the training to improve their knowledge of the main 

components and measures of IPC to be followed in 

health care settings. The next IPC training course is 

scheduled from 10 to 12 December for health care staff 

in Kashkadarya.  

Health Procurement & Supply Chain 

• WHO has purchased 100 oxygen concentrators, valued 

at USD 65,000, as part of a project on hospital 

readiness, coordination and business continuity which 

falls under the framework of the COVID-19 Strategic 

Preparedness and Response Plan in Uzbekistan. The 
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project is funded by the Swiss Agency for Development 

and Cooperation and implemented by WHO with 

support of UNDP. The procured medical equipment will 

be handed over to the Agency of Sanitary and 

Epidemiological Well-Being. 

 

Vaccine Development, Preparation and Roll-out 

• On 4 December, the newly established national vaccine 

logistics group attended a WHO-UNICEF webinar on 

‘Assessing preparedness of the national immunization 

supply chain to accommodate COVID-19 vaccines’. The 

webinar discussed key areas of the National 

Deployment and Vaccination Plan (NDVP) for the 

COVID-19 vaccine with a focus on supply and logistics. 

WHO and UNICEF technical officers presented the high-

level supply roadmap and specific tools that can be used 

to assess vaccine, logistics and cold chain capacity 

needs. Product profiles of candidate COVID-19 vaccines 

were also reviewed, with a view of their respective cold 

chain requirements and other challenges. 

 

Health Other 

• Over 800 manuals on ‘Basics of Healthy Lifestyle and 

Family’ for teachers were delivered to Karakalpakstan 

within the UNDP-UNFPA joint project financially 

supported by the Government of Japan. The manual 

was updated in 2020 and includes COVID-19 

information for youth in Karakalpakstan. The manual is 

available in Karakalpak, Russian and Uzbek. 

• UNICEF, the MoH and the National Agency for 

Electronic Mass Media produced and broadcast a TV 

programme on ‘Routine Immunization during COVID-

19’. The programme focused on information about 

vaccines and preventable diseases, on what parents 

should know about routine immunization during COVID-

19, and on information about vaccination against 

seasonal infections such as the flu and pneumonia. 

 

ADDITIONAL RESPONSE PRIORITIES 

Protection and Key Populations 

• With support from the Swiss Embassy, UNFPA and the 

State Statistics Committee organized a webinar on 

Population and Housing Census for new staff of the 

census departments in all regions. The participants 

learned about census operations, management 

structures, and discussed the census questionnaire. A 

special session was devoted to how to safely conduct 

census preparatory work during COVID-19. 

• UNICEF built the skills and knowledge of 132 Chief 

Specialists of the district and city departments of the 

Ministry of Mahalla and Family Support (MMFS), and 

of 135 Secretaries of the Commissions on Minors. 

Participants were trained to apply a case management 

approach and monitor service provision by family 

specialists to over 200 children leaving specialised 

correctional institutions. 

• UNICEF led field monitoring and reintegration 

processes of children leaving specialized correctional 

institutions in Navoiy, Fergana, Andijan, Namangan, 

Samarkand, Kashkadarya and Surkhandarya regions. 

The process revealed that local authorities registered 

250 families of these children in a special support 

programme ensuring social services and regular food 

support during COVID-19. With support from the 

MMFS, 10 families of children released from 

correctional institutions were recently granted land logs 

and apartments, after assessments identified their 

housing problems. 

• In September and October, the Red Crescent Society 

Uzbekistan, jointly with the MoH and the MMFS, 

implemented cash transfer assistance, aiming to 

increase family budget revenues and provide one-time 

financial assistance to 3240 persons amongst vulnerable 

groups of the population, covering all regions. Payments 

were transferred to existing bank cards of beneficiaries, 

to ensure transparency and minimize human factor 

interference.  

 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement 

• On 10 December, UNDP held a video conference to 

celebrate the work and exchange best practices of 

health volunteers in Karakalpakstan. Close to 320,000 

local residents received information about COVID-19 

from volunteers via a dedicated Telegram channel. 

• To address the risk of violence against children (VAC), 

which might increase during COVID-19, UNICEF and 

national partners produced and broadcast a TV 
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programme on ‘Childhood without violence’. The 

programme aimed to raise public awareness about VAC, 

its impact on children’s well-being, and the public 

services available in case of VAC. 

 

Socio-Economic Mitigation 

• On 9 December, a new UN Joint Programme was 

launched, to support Uzbekistan advance the 2030 

Agenda and reverse financial and social losses due to 

COVID-19. A number of UN agencies, led by UNDP, have 

joined forces to support the Government with the 

establishment of an Integrated National Financing 

Framework and with the elaboration of specific 

financing strategies focusing on poverty, social 

protection and health, as well as green policies and 

reforms. Further support will be provided to address 

illicit financial flows and to manage confiscated assets. 

• As part of the UN’s ‘16 Days of Activism against Gender-

Based Violence’ campaign, UNDP and the Ministry of 

Mahalla and Family Support have released a mobile 

application called ‘Najot’, funded by the Swedish 

government. The app provides access to emergency 

contacts, the nearest help center and information on 

GBV and women’s health in Uzbek and Russian. COVID-

19 has caused a surge of GBV in Uzbekistan, with 

almost 15,000 appeals for help received by 

rehabilitation and adaptation centres between January 

and September. 

 

UNICEF SPOTLIGHT on education 

Preschool Education 

• As of 23 November, out of a total 16,920 preschools in 

Uzbekistan, 14,096 have been reopened, of which 

5,380 are state schools. 

• Information, education and communication materials 

for children, teachers, parents and communities on 

topics related to COVID-19 developed and printed by 

UNICEF have now been delivered to each preschool in 

the country. 

• With UNICEF support, the Ministry of Preschool 

Education has prepared and started broadcasting 20 

specific TV programmes for preschool children. 

• In addition, video trainings for preschool staff on safe 

preschool reopening and operations will be broadcast 

online and on TV in the coming weeks. 

 

General Secondary Education 

• As of the beginning of December, 9,994 General 

Secondary schools (99.8% ) have been reopened. 

• Since the beginning of the academic year in September 

2020, 5,192 video lessons were created and broadcast 

via TV (2,086 in Uzbek, 2,086 in Russian and 1,020 in 

Karakalpak). 

• As of the beginning of December, official statistics show 

that 1.5 million children (24% of all students) continue 

their education using solely distance learning, and 

another 4.7 million children (76% of all students) study 

both in face to face and distance learning modes. 

• UNICEF and the Republican Education Centre have 

finalized the guidelines for Remedial Education and 

Blended Learning. The guidelines recommend four main 

steps: 

• Select the essential, non-negotiable 

foundational skills and learning outcomes for 

further remediation; 

• Design and carry out an assessment among 

children to understand the learning loss and 

gaps; 

• Plan the delivery mechanism—face to face, 

distance learning, or blended learning; 

• Design a contextualized remedial / ‘catch-up’ 

programme. 

• To train teachers on remedial education, video training 

courses are in development. These are informed by 

Training Needs Assessments, are flexible and focus on 

practical skills, are supported with demo videos on 

using online application tools, and are being piloted 

with 70 teachers covering all regions and subject areas. 

• A training for teachers on distance learning, blended 

learning and remedial education is currently ongoing. 

• UNICEF and the State Inspectorate for the Supervision 

of Education Quality have finalized the general 

guidelines for quality assurance of distance learning in 

general education organizations and the 

recommendations for parents of preschool and general 

secondary school children during distance learning. 
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