
Whether COVID-19 spreads pervasively throughout 

the country or not, Malawi is still likely to experience 

the adverse economic effects of the regional and 

international COVID-induced restrictions on its 

economy, which may lead to localized food 

insecurity, primarily connected to access constraints 

and limited labor opportunities.  

Mitigation measures have been established, 

including the suspension of all cross-border 

passenger road travel as well as international flights 

effective 1st April 2020 except for health personnel, 

and emergency relief.  

The Government of Malawi has put together a 

National COVID-19 Preparedness and Response Plan 

to establish operational procedures based on risks 

identified by the Ministry of Health and WHO.  The 

Overall funding requirement for the Government’s 

plan is estimated at USD 157 million.  

Food Security Situation 

Over 1.9 million people who were estimated to be 

facing severe food insecurity in Malawi prior to 

COVID-19 will struggle to cope with the economic 

strain from COVID-19, escalating an already fragile 

situation.  

Despite average harvests, prices of maize and other 

commodities rose by 60 to 100 per cent above 

average in 2019, even in areas producing a surplus. 

Within this context, the global economic downturn 

and local economic impact of COVID-19-related 

measures are expected to further deteriorate 

household food security, particularly for the urban 

poor.  
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Malawi Figures (as of June 28) 

$140 million required by the  Humanitarian 

Community to support the National Response 

$34 million required by WFP to support 
food security and logistics clusters (Flash Appeal) 
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WFP Adjusted programmes  

Refugees: To limit exposure for beneficiaries and staff, WFP has 

been providing two months ration of food distributions to the 41,000 

beneficiaries in Dzaleka Camp that depend on WFP’s support. 

Precautionary measures have been taken in the distribution sites to 

protect staff and refugees.  

Malnutrition Prevention: Social Behaviour Change 

Communication (SBCC) is focusing on enhancing awareness of COVID

-19 at every service delivery point.  Further, WFP has extended 

support under the Treatment component to September 2020. 

School Meals: Since school closures due to COVID-19 in March 

2020, 600,000 learners have been missing out on daily school meals. 

WFP is distributing take-home rations for these learners.   

Livelihoods: WFP has kickstarted the implementation of activities 

under its Livelihoods programme in seven districts for the upcoming 

cycle, being done in line with COVID-19 prevention measures 

including social distancing for less exposure. 

New Activities / Partnerships  

COVID Crisis Intervention: The Government prepared a response 

plan to effectively protect its most vulnerable populations from the 

negative socio-economic effects of COVID-19. Over 850,000 

households are targeted with a 6-months responsein both urban and 

rural areas. WFP and UN sister agencies (UNICEF and ILO) have been 

providing Techical Assistance and plan to assist with implementation 

of the activities in selected districts. USD 3.8 million required for 

WFP to support the Govrernment Cash response. 

Supply Chain/Logistics: In support of the national COVID-19 

response and, to increase screening capacity and potential isolation 

of patients, WFP (in support of the humanitarian community) has 

been deploying and erecting Mobile Storage Units (MSUs) covering 

1,104 m2 at health centres and/or border points in seven districts. 

WFP requires USD 1,7 million to support the National Logistics 

Cluster 

Remote Monitoring: WFP is collecting commodity availability 

and price information for both food and non-food commodities 

(Minimum Expenditure Basket module adapted for Malawi) since 

April from approximately 200 traders based in some 70 markets 

across the country to better understand how the various COVID-

19 mitigating measures are impacting market access as well as 

inform response modality discussions. Analysis of the 

information is available to all relevant stakeholders to facilitate 

decision-making 

WFP is also conducting monthly household-level surveys across 

the country, covering some 2,500 households based in rural and 

urban areas, to better understand the  food security situation as 

well as how households are being impacted by COVID (both 

health and economic). The first round of data collection is 

ongoing and will be available in mid-June.   WFP requires USD 

250,000 to undertake remote monitoring for a year. 

Resources  

The Humanitarian Country Team in Malawi launched an 

Emergency Flash Appeal that brings together the United Nations 

and non-governmental organizations’ immediate response to the 

coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak in the country. 

The Appeal urgently seeks US$ 140 million emergency funding 

for over 28 UN agencies and NGOs to support the Government of 

Malawi’s preparedness and response efforts for the next six 

months, from May to October 2020. An estimated 6.7 million 

people will be targeted.  

Contact info: badre.bahaji@wfp.org 
Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/Malawi 

Follow us on Facebook: WFPMalawi1 and Twitter: @WFP_Malawi 
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600,000 learners will receive take-home 
rations instead of daily hot meals due to 
school closures  

USD 34.2 million required by WFP to 
support the Covid response in Malawi 
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