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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

• About 27.3 million people estimated severely food 
insecure in early 2021, an all-time high 

• Persisting conflicts, displacements and COVID-19 
prevention measures continue limiting agricultural 
activities 

• Inflation spiked in 2020 

About 27.3 million people estimated severely 
food insecure in early 2021, an all-time high 
According to the latest IPC analysis, carried out in 
February 2021, about 27.3 million people are estimated to be 
severely food insecure (IPC Phase 3: “Crisis” or above) during 
the February-July 2021 period, the highest level on record, 
corresponding to 28 percent of the total population. 
 
The key drivers of the extremely high levels of food insecurity 
are the following: 
 

• Movement restrictions related to the COVID-19 pandemic 
continue to limit cross-border trade and access to the 
markets. 

• The COVID-19 pandemic had a severe impact on the local 
economy, in particular causing the loss of jobs and 
incomes in the informal sector, therefore, drastically 
reducing access to food for the vulnerable households. 

• Ongoing conflicts in eastern Ituri, North Kivu, South Kivu, 
Maniema and Tanganyika provinces continue to trigger 
population displacements and locally disrupt crop 
production, resulting in shortages of food supplies in some 
markets. With a displaced population of 5.2 million, the 
country hosts the second largest number of IDPs in the 
world. 

Persisting conflicts, displacements and 
COVID-19 prevention measures continue 
limiting agricultural activities 
Planting of the 2021 secondary season maize crop, to be 
harvested from June, was completed in March in the bi-modal 
northern provinces, under overall conducive weather 
conditions. In central provinces, harvesting of the secondary 
season maize crop is ongoing and the output is expected at 
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near-average levels following adequate and well-distributed 
precipitations during the season. In eastern provinces, the 
ongoing conflicts continue to affect agricultural activities by 
limiting farmers’ access to crop-growing areas and inputs. In 
the southernmost uni-modal rainfall areas, planting of maize 
crops, to be harvested from May, finalized in January. Weather 
conditions have been overall favourable since December 2020 
over most crop lands, except in southern Lualaba Province, 
where crops have been affected by reduced rainfall amounts. 
 
Persisting conflicts in eastern areas, population displacements 
and movement restrictions related to the COVID-19 prevention 
measures continue to limit farmers’ access to crop growing 
areas and agricultural inputs. 

Inflation spiked in 2020 
Since mid-March 2020, reduced cash crop exports, due to low 
demand by importing countries and the slowdown of trade 
flows due to the COVID-19 pandemic, resulted in a significant 
decrease of foreign exchange earnings, causing the 
depreciation of the Franc Congolais and triggering price 
increases. As a result, the average annual inflation, which 
amounted to about 5 percent in 2019, spiked to 17 percent in 
2020. According to the International Monetary Fund, in 2021, 
inflation is expected to decline, but to remain high, at about 
8 percent. 
 
 
Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this 
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area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or 
boundaries. 

 
 

 


