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In this month’s issue
This edition of the newsletter focuses on the civil-
military coordination structure that was activated as part
of the response to the Nepal earthquake. The
newsletter also focuses on the ARF DiREX 2015 that
was held from 24 to 28 May in Alor Setar, Kedah,
Malaysia. An article on training conducted by OCHA at
the Indonesia Peace and Security Center (IPSC) in
Sentul, Indonesia is also included in this edition.

Humanitarian Civil-Military Coordination in the
Nepal Earthquake response
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Asia-Pacific Regional
Guidelines For The Use Of
Foreign Military Assets In
Natural Disaster Response
Operations
 

Upcoming Events

09-13 June     
Civil-Military Leaders'
Workshop
Australian Civil-Military
Centre Canberra, Australia

10-11 June    
IFRC’s ‘Regional Disaster
Law Forum’    
Bangkok, Thailand

22-26 June     
INSARAG Asia-Pacific
Regional Exercise    
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia

Calendar of Events

Following the 7.8 earthquake that struck Nepal on 25 April
2015, a United Nations Disaster Assessment and
Coordination (UNDAC) team was deployed to Kathmandu,
with four UN-CMCoord officers. To support military to military
and civil-military coordination, the Government of Nepal
established a Multinational Military Operations and
Coordination Center (MNMCC). The MNMCC was chaired by
the Nepal Army with the participation at the beginning of the
operation of foreign military liaison officers from the following
countries: Algeria, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Canada, China,
Israel, India, Japan, Pakistan, Singapore, Spain, Sri Lanka,
Thailand, UK, US.  The UN-CMCoord team was invited by the
Nepal Army to have a permanent liaison function within the
MNMCC to facilitate information sharing and coordination as
well as joint situational awareness.

The UN-CMCoord team developed a civil-military coordination
strategy for Nepal that included the establishment of a
Humanitarian-Military Operations Coordination Centre
(HuMOCC), co-located with the MNMCC. The HuMOCC’s
objective was to provide a predictable humanitarian-military-
police coordination platform. Complementary to the On-Site
Operations and Coordination Center (OSOCC), the HuMOCC
provided the physical space dedicated to facilitating the
interface between humanitarian actors, national / foreign
military actors, as well as the national police present in
country.

The establishment of the HuMOCC also facilitated the rapid
development of requests for assistance (RFA) and requests
for information (RFI). These processes allowed humanitarian
partners to access military and civil defense assets (MCDA) in
support of humanitarian action and facilitated information
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2015 UN-CMCoord
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Useful Links

sharing between civilian and military actors involved in the
response operation. Requests for MCDA were discussed and
prioritized in the HuMOCC and then they were submitted to
the MNMCC for the support of national and foreign military
forces. In this perspective, the MNCC became the "trading
floor" for the tasking of assets on the basis of the submitted
requests and in line with the standards and principles of the
Asia-Pacific Regional Guidelines For The Use Of Foreign
Military Assets In Natural Disaster Response Operations
(APC-MADRO).
 

ASEAN Regional Forum Disaster Relief Exercise
(ARF DiREx 2015)

The ARF DiREx 2015 was co-hosted by Malaysia and China
in Kedah, Malaysia, from 24 to 28 May 2015.

With the participation of 18 Member States, the main focus of
the ARF DiREx 2015 was to test civil-military coordination
principles, create synergy, and synchronize efforts towards
supporting the effective implementation of the ASEAN
Agreement on Disaster Management and Emergency
Response (AADMER) as the common platform for disaster
management of the region.

The event consisted of both a Table Top Exercise (TTX) and a
Field Training Exercise (FTX). OCHA’s Regional Office for
Asia-Pacific supported both exercises working with colleagues
from the United Nations Country Team (UNCT) of Malaysia,
who primarily supported the TTX. As part of the FTX, an On-
site Operations and Coordination Center (OSOCC) was
established in Alor Setar with the co-location of staff from the
AHA Centre. The OSOCC objective was to facilitate liaison
with the Emergency Operation Center chaired by the National
Security Council as well as the Multinational Military
Coordination Center (MNCC) chaired by the Malaysian Armed
forces. A joint sub-OSOCC/ sub-JOCCA (Joint Operation
Center of the ASEAN AHA Centre) was also activated in the
Timah Tasoh resort where some of the key field exercises took
place (search and rescue, evacuation, medical assistance,
humanitarian aid).
 

Indonesia Peace and Security Center (IPSC)

OCHA CMCoord
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The Guide: Disaster
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The Indonesia Peace and Security Center (IPSC) continues to
enhance the capability of the Indonesia’s National Armed
Forces (TNI), to ensure that the TNI is equipped with the right
knowledge and skills to assume greater roles in United
Nations Peace Support Operations. Regular seminars,
trainings and exercises are conducted in cooperation with
other countries and organizations to ensure its personnel’s
readiness for deployment as part of a UN mission.

During the past few months, as part of a pre-deployment
training for UN Peacekeeping missions, OCHA briefed two
separate groups of personnel (medium ranking officers) from
the Indonesian National Armed Forces (TNI) on humanitarian
coordination. The briefings took place at the Peacekeeping
Training Center in Sentul, Indonesia. OCHA outlined its work
focused on supporting humanitarian coordination, advocating
for the respect of the humanitarian principles and its key
function in humanitarian civil-military coordination (UN-
CMCoord). Participants were very attentive and raised a
number of relevant questions. For example, they asked
practical questions about how to avoid competition between
humanitarian and military actors, how to ensure accountability
and safeguard transparency, how to de-conflict operations.

Currently, around 2,000 Indonesian military personnel are
supporting peacekeeping missions in Haiti, West Sahara,
Lebanon, Liberia, Congo, Darfur, CAR, Abyei and South
Sudan. TNI is committed to fulfilling its target of having 4,000
personnel that will be involved in peacekeeping missions.
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