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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Rainfall in 2018 well above average 

 Above-average cereal harvest gathered in 2018 

 Sustained economic growth and fairly stable 
inflation rate 

 Overall food supply and access generally 
satisfactory 

Above average rainfall allows normal progress 
of 2018 second cropping season 

The cumulative rainfall amounts since February have been 
average to above average in most areas allowing normal farming 
activities. Harvesting activities for rice, millet and sorghum crops 
are ongoing and will be completed by end-December. Harvesting 
of the maize crop from the second cropping season started in 
December and will be completed by end-January. 
 
Owing to a good rainy season, the grazing conditions and 
availability of water for livestock are favourable in the main 
natural reserves of the north and centre of the country. In 
addition, supplement livestock feed continues to be provided 
since 2012 by individual breeders and on Government-breeding 
stations to supplement natural pastures and limit pasture 
competition among pastoralists. The animal health situation is 
generally stable, apart from some outbreaks of seasonal 
diseases. 

Above-average cereal production harvested in 
2018 

The 2018 agricultural season (main and second cropping 
seasons) was characterized by timely and well-distributed rainfall 
as well as continued Government support through 
free/subsidized delivery of seeds and tools. Consequently, the 
country’s aggregate cereal output in 2018 was estimated at 
3.4 million tonnes, about 10 percent above the five-year average. 

Sustained economic growth and increasing 
inflation rate 
According to the Economic Intelligence Unit (EIU), the economy 
has grown at 7.4 percent in 2018. The sustained growth is mainly 
due to foreign and Government investment in rural infrastructure, 
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the transport and energy sectors as well as the aid inflows. The 
strong private investment in areas such as agriculture, agri-
business, mining, light manufacturing, housing and services as 
well as a relatively stable political context also contribute to 
maintain a robust economic growth. In 2018, the year-on-year 
inflation is forecast at 0.7 percent, up from 0.5 percent reported in 
2017, due to strong economic growth and higher global 
commodity and oil prices. 

Good access to food due to improved supplies 
from 2018 harvests 

The recent harvests are contributing to a significant source of 
agricultural income and offer important opportunities for payment 
in kind and/or cash for the agricultural labour force for most 
households. Therefore, households’ food access across most of 
the country is generally good due to improved availabilities from 
above average production and relatively stable livelihoods. 
According to the November 2018 “Cadre Harmonisé” analysis, 
about 44 000 people were estimated to be food insecure during 
the October-December period, up from a non-food insecure 
population reported in the previous analysis in November 2017. 
The number is projected to increase to 50 500 people from the 
June to August 2019 period if mitigation measures are not taken. 
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