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Updates from CFSI Emergency Response Team in Zamboanga 
as of 22 September 2013 
 
The displacement and exposure to the effects of the armed conflict placed children at high risk of 
child protection issues. The abrupt disruption to their normal life, witnessing violence, leaving 
their homes in terror and, in a some reported instances, separation from their families and friends’ 
impact children’s physical, psychological and social well being. Based on ocular visit and rapid 
assessment conducted, many of the children experience profound stress living in the congested, 
unsanitary and crowded evacuation centers.  It is important to note, however, that some children 
also exhibit exceptional resilience and have been observed to still enjoy playing around with 
fellow children—hence the need to create opportunities for them to do so, in a safe and secure 
environment. 
 
Many children have also lost legal documents such as birth registration certificates and school 
records. There is therefore a critical need to facilitate the reissuance of these documents so that 
children and families can exercise their right to support services.   In the meantime, DSWD’s 
Disaster Assistance Family Access Cards serve as a lifeline to services and goods provided in the 
evacuation camps. 
 
Other key observations from CFSI’s ERT in evacuation centers include: 

• Girls aged 10-15 are usually the ones taking care of younger siblings including 
infants/toddlers, they are also engaged in washing clothes and kitchen utensils; 

• Some girls were observed to be idle and not taking part or socializing with other girls or 
children; some seen crying silently inside or beside their tents; 

• Most boys aged 10-15 were seen either idle/sleeping or hanging out with other boys, 
while a few are fetching water; 

• Some children begged for money, food or toys.  
• Reports of children being lost in the stadium, but later found; a public address system is 

available; 
• Many mothers seen carrying their child during relief distributions, falling in line for 

several hours under the heat of the sun; 
• Schools are suspended; IDPs report that they were unable to bring with them their 

children’s books and school supplies during the evacuation; 
• Fear of UXOs/AXOs also expressed by parents, especially when they return to their 

places of origin. 
• Most mothers that the CFSI ERT interacted with manifested dissociation, detachment and 

desensitization. 
• No designated bathing areas for boys and girls or male and female; 
• Waste disposal is an issue, with stinking canals beside tents where children sleep; 
• A huge section of the stadium is known to flood during rains—where many tents are 

currently set-up; 
• Commonly reported health issues are skin rashes and diarrhea—especially in children; 
• Children with special needs have been spotted also, at least one with cerebral palsy in the 

stadium and one needing wheelchair;  
• Use of infant formula is a concern.  There appears to be increasing demand for mothers. 
• Two structures have been set-up by DSWD in the stadium to cater to children’s needs, 

with one-hour psychosocial sessions conducted by DSWD volunteers, along with 
supplementary feeding for children. 

• Caregivers and first responders looked very tired and exhausted already—needing stress 
debriefing themselves. 



• Minimal to no participation of youth in the psychosocial activities, they are often seen 
just roaming around and idle. 

 
On 21 September, a meeting of local civil society organizations was also conducted and the 
following are the issues/concerns raised: 

• Capacity of the WMSU hospital currently being used to serve IDPs is stretched, and there 
is concern that other patients coming in might not be accommodated anymore. 

• Increase in dropout rates amongst youth and students was raised, the longer the classes 
remain suspended, the higher the chances of students not going back to school. 

• There are groups who could do play and other activities that enhance well being of 
children, but some space needs to be identified in the evacuation center. 

• Coordination was raised, i.e. there seem to be limited platform for local civil society to 
coordinate with government and/or those managing the camps. 

• Decongestion of the sports complex needed.  This is also expressed by DSWD as the 
capacity of the camp is already exceeded. 

•  The religious angle (Muslim-Christian) of the conflict continues to prosper amongst 
IDPs, and need to be addressed. 

• Body bags for cadavers needed, with reports of bodies not yet buried (need to confirm as 
this is in the conflict zone). 

• Need to be more culturally sensitive in the interventions, e.g. need for partition of space 
amongst Muslim families. 

• Inclusion of Darul Iftah and National Commission for Muslim Filipinos (NCMF) in the 
planning process for relocation of IDPs. 

• The process of registration of IDPs remains unclear to IDPs, especially in the barangays. 
• 7 stray bullets found at the Akay Kalinga Center for Children, children were already 

evacuated. 
• Requests for prayer mats, prayer garments and Qur’an. 
• Need to look into needs of home-based IDPs 

 
Interventions from local civil society groups were also shared and includes the following: 
Name of local CSO Interventions 
Western Mindanao State University 
(WMSU) 

University served as satellite hospital, DSWD storage, 
community kitchen, PhilHealth Office 
Provides debriefing sessions 

College of Social Work and 
Community Development of WMSU 

Storage of DSWD commodities, repacking station. 
Conducted training for 80 social work students in partnership 
with CFSI on psychosocial debriefing 
Ongoing conduct of rapid needs assessment 
Ongoing conduct of debriefing sessions 
Continued repacking task but transferred to DPWH 
 

Red Cross Activation of the Health Sector with four components: Health, 
Water and Sanitation, Mental Health, Nutrition 

Darul Iftah Religious sermons on faith, patience, peace and interfaith; 
correcting misinformation 
Relief and medical assistance 
Assist in burial of Muslim casualties 

National Commission on Muslim 
Filipinos 

Burial of Muslim casualties 
Relief and medical assistance 

Katilingban sa Kalambuan/Zambuanga 
Basilan Integrated Development 

Cooked food distribution for IDPs at the Tetuan Elementary 
School 



Alliance with the Claret Parish Social 
Action 

Referral of IDPs in communities to barangays. 
Volunteers working with social workers in the day care tents in 
the grandstand 
 

ARMM – HEART Relief and medical assistance 
Transport of stranded residents of island provinces 

Tarbilang Foundation Relief and medical assistance 
Transport of relief from other areas in coordination with Air 
Force  
Resource mobilization 

AMIN Water station at the Joaquin Enriquez Sports Complex (3000 
liters per hour) in partnership with Pinay Kilos and Alpha Phi 
Omega 
Relief assistance 

Community and Family Services 
International (CFSI) 

Psycho-social intervention and debriefing, in partnership with 
CSWCD-WMSU 

 
Below are some photos, including a short photo essay of about an IDP family in the Don Joaquin 
Enriquez Memorial Sports Complex: 
 
The “day care centers” organized by DSWD 

 
 
UN tarps/tents provided through local agencies and organizations  

 
 
 
  



ADARNA 
A short photo essay of life in the evacuation center12 
 
Adarna is a mythical bird in 18th century Filipino literature whose song is believed to restore 
health, and whose dropping is believed to turn people into stones.  Across the Philippine cultural 
landscape, the Adarna bird is an icon used to represent good health and good fortune. Adarna is 
used either as a business name or as an adornment, perhaps in a continuing quest for good luck. 
 
In the biggest evacuation center in Zamboanga City, I met Adarna in the bleachers of the huge 
stadium where she and her family have been staying for thirteen (13) days now.  
 

She is a 29-year old mother of 
four and is currently eight 
months pregnant carrying her 
fifth.  I asked her what her 
plans are with regards to her 
pregnancy, to which she 
replied “Hindi ko po alam” (I 
do not know).   She then 
narrated that she will 
probably just give birth in the 
bleachers where they are, and 
hope that someone will help 
them.  Besides, according to 
her, she has witnessed several 
pregnant women give birth in 
the stadium anyway.  One of 
them gave birth in the comfort 
rooms, while another in the 

bleachers across the football field.   I asked her if she knows about the help desk that DSWD put 
up in the middle of the football field.  She replied in the negative.  The social workers 
accompanying me encouraged her to go see the help desk and that she could also have her pre-
natal check ups there.  She was happy about the information.  
 
Adarna was joined by her husband, Taraji and narrated how they found their way in the stadium.  
Taraji is a vendor, selling anything and everything that could be sold in the passenger boats in 
Sta. Barbara.  Their whole family is Tausug.  At about 03:00 in the morning of 09 September, 
they were awakened by shouting and commotion outside their small house in Sta. Barbara.  They 
peered out of the window and saw a group of people in full military gear walking about their 
community, said to be MNLF.  At around 04:00, they heard gunfire and fierce fighting ensued. 
Adarna and Taraji described how fearful they were and they just hid inside their house.   By 
13:00 of the same day, there was instruction—apparently from the Philippine military to evacuate 
the place, and they hurriedly packed their things and left without knowing where they are headed.  
They were only able to pack a few clothes for their four children.  By late afternoon, they found 
themselves in the bleachers of the Don Joaquin Enriquez Memorial Sports Complex.   

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1 The IDP family featured in this real life story has provided free, prior and informed consent in the use of their story, names and 
photos for this article, after the details of its use have been explained to them. Trained personnel also provided debriefing to the 
family. 
2 The aim of this short photo essay is to complement the statistics and numbers crunched out by various needs assessments, and in 
recognition of the difficult situation of IDPs as well as the current restricted access of many humanitarian workers for various reasons 
including security. This is not a full assessment, but just a glimpse of the life in the evacuation center.  

Adarna and her husband, Taraji 



 
Below are some scenes in the Don Joaquin Enriquez Memorial Sports Complex: 
 

 

 
For thirteen (13) days now, Adarna and Taraji narrated that they have not been doing anything in 
the evacuation center except to line up for cooked food.  They said that they are always able to 
get food in the queue—thanks to the “access card” provided by DSWD.  They, however, 
expressed concern that it takes them at least an hour, sometimes more, to get their cooked food 
ration, and more often under the heat of the scorching sun.    
 
While Taraji is narrating his experience in queuing for food, a commotion erupted about two 
hundred meters from us.  We later found out that it was about a husband beating his 9-month 
pregnant wife and throwing her in the bleachers.  The wife was brought to the hospital.  
According to other IDPs in the scene, the husband got angry with the wife when she left the 
queue and lost their spot in the long line for food.  The wife left the queue because she felt dizzy 
and hot under the noontime sun. 



Taraji and Adarna then introduced their four children to us, the eldest is nine and the youngest is 
four.  Amazingly, it was the youngest’s birthday and we all burst into happiness and sang a loud 
happy birthday song, joined in by the other children and IDPs surrounding us in the bleachers.  
 
When asked what concerns them about their children, Adarna expressed that she is concerned that 
they are not doing anything in the evacuation center and that their schooling has stopped.  She 
also said that they were not able to bring their books and school materials during the evacuation, 
and hope that they could still continue and catch up with schooling later.  Adarna then called one 
of his sons and showed us his wrapped arm; apparently he fell in the steps of the bleachers and 
injured himself.  Walking around the camp later, we observed more children with bandaged 
injuries or dressed wounds. 

 
Left photo is Arnajmi, 8, who fell in 
the bleachers while playing; top 
right photo is Arnajmi’s friend, who 
fell in the steps of the entrance to 
the stadium (behind him); and 
lower left photo is a youth who also 
slipped in the bleachers and injured 
his wrist.  
 
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
Adarna	  also	  shared	  with	  us	  that	  they	  are	  recipients	  of	  DSWD’s	  conditional	  cash	  
transfer	  program	  or	  “4Ps”	  before	  they	  evacuated,	  and	  she	  is	  wondering	  whether	  
they	  could	  still	  benefit	  from	  the	  program	  now	  that	  they	  are	  in	  the	  evacuation	  center.	  	  
	  

Taraji's son, Arnajar, 6, enjoying his food ration Taraji, with his children, showing their "access card" 



With	  regards	  to	  water,	  they	  expressed	  that	  this	  is	  not	  so	  much	  of	  a	  problem	  as	  there	  
is	  plenty	  of	  water,	  including	  potable	  water.	  	  Below	  is	  a	  photo	  of	  one	  of	  the	  places	  
where	  IDPs	  could	  fetch	  water	  and	  where	  they	  could	  also	  take	  a	  shower.	  	  There	  are	  
also	  portalets	  in	  other	  parts	  of	  the	  evacuation	  camp.	  

Lastly,	  both	  Adarna	  and	  Taraji	  pray	  and	  hope	  that	  they	  could	  soon	  go	  back	  to	  their	  
place	  in	  Sta.	  Barbara.	  	  In	  the	  meantime,	  they	  hope	  that	  life	  could	  be	  better	  for	  their	  
children	  while	  they	  are	  in	  the	  evacuation	  center.	  	  

	  
Adarna,	  while	  clearly	  expressing	  the	  
difficulties	  of	  their	  ordeal,	  remain	  
optimistic	  of	  the	  future	  and	  of	  the	  “good	  
luck”	  that	  she	  hopes	  will	  come	  their	  way.	  
After	  all,	  she	  is	  named	  after	  Adarna,	  the	  
mythical	  bird	  of	  good	  fortune.	  	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Adarna and her family, enjoying a simple lunch of rice and 
vegetables 
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