
Kenya’s Business Daily reports that Kenyan 

consumers will most likely not benefit from an 

expected decrease in the cost of global sea 

trade. According to the article, the introduc-

tion of new and larger vessels will decrease 

shipping costs. However, analysts point to-

wards the added costs maritime piracy impos-

es on the shipping industry as the reason no 

decrease will be observed. In Kenya, addition-

al monthly fees for imports (USD 23.9 mil-

lion) and exports (USD 9.8 million) are passed 

down the supply chain to consumers to cover 

insurance risk premiums. According to the 

article, Kenya lost USD 414 million from its 

economy in 2010 due to piracy. 

 

The semi-autonomous region of Somaliland 

has announced that it may be on the verge of 

developing its oil deposits, reports Bloomberg. 

Somaliland previously announced its intention 

to promote the exploration of oil deposits off 

the coast (see 08 November 2011 Anti-Piracy 

Review). An agreement with Ophir Energy plc 

is likely to be finalised in the coming weeks, 

while Tullow Oil plc has also expressed an 

interest in Somaliland oil deposits. The article 

further notes that seismic surveys by Ophir are 

anticipated to be completed by May 2013. 

These surveys would then allow the company 

to move into a preliminary drilling phase. 

P 
iracy off the coast of West Africa has 

remained a major news item over the 

past two weeks, with the Integrated 

Regional Information Networks (IRIN) report-

ing that Benin has seen a 70% drop in local 

ship activity. The International Maritime Or-

ganization (IMO) Deputy Director of Mari-

time Safety, Chris Trelawny, told IRIN, “most 

attacks off Benin are directed at oil and energy 

tankers and are not only damaging local econ-

omies and threatening seafarers but could also 

threaten the security of the energy supply.” 

The article goes on to note the high levels of 

violence in pirate attacks off the West African 

coast with the clear aim of energy theft. Togo 

Oil and Marine Chairman Monty Jones also 

claimed that insider information is allowing 

pirates to target cargo ships. Regional efforts 

continue to mount, with a United Nations re-

view of the piracy threat currently underway. 

The Economic Community of West African 

States (ECOWAS) organised a meeting at the 

end of November in Benin and will convene 

again in early 2012. Meanwhile, in an effort to 

counter the effects of piracy off the coast of 

Somalia, Britain has announced that Prime 

Minister David Cameron will host an interna-

tional conference on 23 February 2012 in Lon-

don, as reported by Reuters. The conference is 

expected to focus heavily on economic and 

humanitarian support as a means of countering 

piracy and promoting stability within Somalia. 

Economics                                        Erin Foster ►  erin.foster@cimicweb.org  
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T 
he International Maritime Organiza-

tion’s (IMO) highest governing body, 

the Assembly, held its 27th session in 

London on 21-30 November 2011. Partici-

pants included approximately 1,200 delegates 

from the 170 member states as well as observ-

ers. The session resulted in the adoption of 27 

resolutions, the budget for 2012-2012, and 

high level and strategic action plans, as well 

as the updating of several codes and guidance 

documents. The plans involve e.g. “specific 

actions aimed at addressing current trends, 
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F 
ive Somali men have been handed down sentences be-

tween four to eight years in French prison for their roles 

in the hijacking of the French yacht Carre d’As in Sep-

tember 2008 and the kidnapping of the two French citizens on 

board, reports Reuters. One other suspected Somali pirate ac-

complice was reportedly acquitted by the court. According to 

the article, prior to their sentencing the men asked for for-

giveness and requested leniency from the court. However, as 

relayed by Agence France-Presse, during the trial, prosecutors 

sought tough sentences of up to sixteen years in prison for the 

defendants. Meanwhile, the defence sought to lessen the sen-

tences by highlighting the current situation in Somalia, which 

they argue led the men to take up arms. Furthermore, The Gulf 

Today reports that a court psychiatrist was brought in to dis-

cuss the stress and anxiety experienced by the defendants be-

ing so far from their homes and families.  

 

Guest columnists James Gosling and Sally Buckley of Holman 

Fenwick Willan LLP in London claim that Somali and East 

African regional judicial infrastructure must be improved be-

fore UN Resolution 2015 will have any substantial impact on 

piracy. According to their article published on the web-based 

legal research service JURIST, many states simply do not wish 

to take on piracy cases, which can be costly and time-

consuming, placing a heavy financial burden on the prosecut-

ing state. Gosling and Buckley indicate that extradition to So-

malia or prosecution in other regional states remains the fa-

voured option by many countries. The possible benefits of 

prosecution in regional states identified in the article include 

burden-sharing among prosecuting states and the general im-

provement of regional judicial systems in the Horn of Africa, 

not only in relation to piracy. The authors conclude by explain-

ing that “specialized anti-piracy courts in Somalia or in the 

East African region will take time to set up.” Therefore, they 

suggest that “states both inside and outside the region should 

continue to consider alternative quick and effective measures 

to combat the problem of Somali piracy.” 

 

Meanwhile, several media reports covered the latest develop-

ments related to multiple piracy cases being tried in the United 

States. A US federal court filing states that pirates tortured the 

crew of the German tanker MV Marida Marguerite to extract a 

higher ransom payment and to acquire information on the 

ship’s fuel, water reserves and communication capabilities. 
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developments and challenges, including piracy and armed 

robbery against ships”. 

In order to recognize the tremendous contribution seafarers 

provide, the official “Day of the Seafarer” was approved by 

the IMO Assembly as a UN Day and set for 25 June of each 

year. It is the hope that governments, shipping organizations 

and others involved will participate and celebrate this day 

each year to show their appreciation to seafarers worldwide. 

Furthermore, IMO Secretary-General, Mr. Efthimios E. Mi-

tropoulos is completing his second four-year term at the end 

of 2011. He has served as the IMO Secretary-General since 

01 January 2004, after being elected by the IMO Council in 

June 2003. In June of this year, the IMO Council elected his 

successor Mr. Koji Sekimizu. During this session, the Assem-

bly endorsed resolution A.1035(27) Approval of the appoint-

ment of the Secretary-General. On 01 January 2012, Mr. Koji 

Sekimizu will start his four-year term.   

 

Even though more pirate attacks occurred in 2011 compared 

to the previous years, pirates have been less successful in cap-

turing and hijacking vessels. On 01 December 2011, the Inter-

national Maritime Bureau (IMB) Piracy Reporting Centre  

published the following numbers for 2011:  

 

The IMB attributes various factors, such as the presence of 

international naval forces, to the decreased success rate of the 

Somali pirates. In order to authorise ongoing international na-

val counter-piracy efforts, on 22 November 2011 the United 

Nations (UN) Security Council adopted Resolution 2020. This 

resolution extends the previous authorisation for an additional 

12 months “for those cooperating with Somali Government to 

use all necessary means to combat piracy”. UNSC Resolution 

2020 outlines 31 points supporting efforts to assist the Transi-

tional Federal Government (TFG), as well as regional authori-

ties, in the suppression of piracy. The resolution also states the 

importance of a comprehensive response by the international 

community to counter acts of piracy. In addition to the Com-

bined Maritime Forces CTF 151, EU NAVFOR’s Operation 

ATALANTA and NATO’s Operation Ocean Shield, individu-

al countries with a naval presence include China, India, Islam-

ic Republic of Iran, Japan, Malaysia, Republic of Korea, Rus-

sian Federation, Saudi Arabia and Yemen. 

In an effort to bring together ambassadors, academics as well 

as bureaucrats, the Global Maritime Security & Anti-Piracy 

Conference, took place 26-27 November on the campus of the 

Gujarat National Law University (GNLU) in Gandhinagar 

(Gujarat), India. The aim of the conference was for partici-

pants to discuss current counter-piracy strategies used by vari-

ous stakeholders, as well as their effectiveness. The agenda 

also included the discussion and possible drafts of “legal 

guidelines for achieving international navigation regime simi-

lar to the international aviation regime and discuss key legal 

issues arising from piracy”. 

Incidents Reported for Soma-
lia: 

Total Incidents: 230 

Total Hijackings: 26 

Total Hostages: 450 

Total Killed: 15 

Current vessels held by 
Somali pirates: 

Vessels: 10 

Hostages: 172 
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turned, arguing that his actions do not constitute the legal defi-

nition of piracy. Nevertheless, according to the prosecution, 

“[t]he facilitation prong of the piracy definition is not tied to 

the high seas, and thus Shibin’s involvement, even if limited to 

Somalia and its territorial seas, falls within the High Seas Con-

vention definition of piracy.” The document further responded 

to an earlier court filing by Shibin’s defence attorney James 

Broccoletti, arguing that the case would be “unfair” as it is too 

dangerous to travel to Somalia to gather evidence and inter-

view witnesses. 

 

 

Government prosecutors are seeking to use this information to 

ensure that charges against Mohammad Saaili Shibin, accused 

of negotiating the ransom for the vessel, are upheld. Moham-

mad Shibin, (see previous CFC Anti-Piracy Reviews, Justice 

section), is thought to be the highest ranking Somali pirate 

facing trial in the United States for his role in negotiating the 

ransoms for several vessels hijacked off the coast of Somalia. 

According to the Associated Press, Shibin was on board the 

Marida Marguerite for much of the negotiations he conducted 

and earned somewhere between USD 30,000 and 50,000. 

However, since Shibin acted as a negotiator within Somalia, 

defence attorneys are attempting to have the charges over-

Security                 Britta Rinehard ►  britta.rinehard@cimicweb.org 

T 
he Combined Maritime Forces (CMF), Headquarters in 

Bahrain, has a new Deputy Commander. Commodore 

Simon Ancona of the UK Royal Navy assumed his new 

command on 23 November and he now also serves as the 

UK’s Maritime Component Commander (UKMCC).  

 

Since the previous CFC Anti-Piracy review, the Dutch combat 

support ship HNLMS ZUIDERKRUIS and the German frigate 

FGS KÖLN completed nearly three months of service support-

ing European Naval Force EU NAVFOR Operation ATA-

LANTA. According to the Dutch Ministry of Defence, the 

next naval contribution from the Netherlands for Operation 

ATALANTA will be in April 2012 with the deployment of the 

HNLMS VAN AMSTEL. As of 06 December 2011, the EU 

NAVFOR warships now comprise the ESPS PATINO -  

Spain; ESPS GALICIA – Spain; FS FLOREAL - France;  LA 

MOTTE PIQUET - France; FGS LÜBECK - German and air-

crafts include; P-3A ORION - Spain; P-3C ORION - Germa-

ny;  and FAIRCHILD MERLIN - Luxembourg . 

 

In NATO related news, the NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) 

reported in its weekly unclassified assessment for the 24-30 

November, that fewer pirate attacks and hijackings occurred in 

November 2011 compared to the previous year.  

The NSC assessment further stated that “although the first 

signs of the NE  monsoon normally begin in early December, 

it is expected that the anticipated weather will allow piracy 

activity to continue in all areas near term”.  

 

On 28 November, the Royal Navy vessel RFA FORT VICTO-

RIA was able to successfully deter pirates from boarding a 

Spanish fishing vessel approximately 350 nautical miles from 

the coast of Somalia. Seven suspected pirates were taken into 

custody. On 03 December, the Seychelles Nation reported that 

the seven men have now been transferred to the Seychelles to 

face prosecution. A separate NATO counter piracy task force 

508 vessel, the ITS ANDREA DORIA, was dispatched and 

several Italian Marines boarded the recently released MV 

Rosalia D’Amato to serve as a Vessel Protection Detachment. 

The Italian-flagged cargo ship and its 21 crew members (15 

Filipinos and six Italians) were released after a ransom of USD 

600,000 was allegedly paid to the pirates, according to Soma-

lia Report. The cargo ship had been hijacked by pirates in 

April of this year. NATO Forces currently supporting Opera-

tion Ocean Shield include: ITS ANDREA DORIA – Italy; 

RFA FORT VICTORIA – UK; HDMS ABSALON – Den-

mark; USS CARNEY- US; USS DE WERT – US.  

 

Another vessel and part of its crew were released by Somali 

pirates last week. Reuters reports the MT Gemini a Singapore-

flagged oil tanker and 21 of its crew members were released 

on 01 December 2011. The oil tanker was hijacked on 30 April 

2011 and its 25 crew members consisted of five Chinese, 13 

Indonesian, three Myanmar and 4 South Korean nationals. 

However, pirates are still holding the four South Korean crew 

members hostage. According to Somalia Report, the four are 

being held because a South Korean Navy commando had 

killed ten pirates during a rescue operation on a different ves-

sel. Other sources claim that the pirates are demanding the 

release of Somali pirates currently serving several prison terms 

in South Korea for their involvement in the hijacking of the 

Samho Jewelry in January of 2011. 

On 30 November, Geng Yansheng, spokesperson of the Chi-

nese Defense Ministry announced that China will continue to 

send naval escorts to waters off the coast of Somalia. China 

started its mission in 2008 and has since escorted approximate-

ly 4,300 domestic and foreign vessels. Furthermore, China is 

looking to “boost cooperation with international escort mis-

sions in accordance with the spirit of the United Nations Secu-

rity Council” according to its official press release.  
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Event 2010 2011 
  

Attacks 35 5 

Pirated 5 1 

Disruptions by naval forces 15 11 
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O 
n 28 November, al Shabaab rebels banned 16 humani-

tarian agencies from working in central and southern 

Somalia, jeopardizing the lives of millions of Somalis, 

according to the United Nations Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). The UN warned that recent 

progress made in responding to the famine in Somalia could be 

undermined by the ban and recent raid on organisation com-

pounds. The UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian 

Affairs and Emergency Relief, Valerie Amos, has called on al 

Shabaab to vacate occupied humanitarian compounds and to 

allow assistance operations to continue. BBC reports that al 

Shabaab has long hampered aid efforts in areas under its con-

trol but the current ban comes as a result of what al Shabaab 

describe as the groups’ lack of political neutrality. Aid agen-

cies say that this development comes at a time when hundreds 

of thousands of Somalis remain at risk of starvation. The Euro-

pean Commission’s Humanitarian Aid Office (ECHO) in So-

malia further emphasised that the inability of people to access 

food, water and shelter due to the ban could result in another 

exodus of Somalis to the capital city Mogadishu, Ethiopia and 

Kenya, as reported by Reuters AlertNet. 

 

UN OCHA reported in its “Somalia Situation Report No. 24” 

that beyond the recent banning of aid agencies, insecurity due 

to fighting between Kenyan forces and al Shabaab rebels also 

hampers the ability to reach vulnerable communities. As an 

example, 12 people were killed recently in two separate impro-

vised explosive device (IED) explosions in Mogadishu. Hu-

manitarian organisations involved in the delivery of food aid 

are still assessing the expected impact of the ban and insecurity 

on agencies ability to reach people with life-saving food aid. 

Initial estimates of aid delivered in November are 26% lower 

than this time last month. Members of the Health Cluster con-

tinued to diagnose both cases of acute watery diarrhoea and 

cholera, as well as dengue fever and measles. Disease preven-

tion and treatment continues throughout Somalia; however, the 

recent looting of equipment and supplies from World Health 

Organisation (WHO) offices could threaten the ability of 

health organisations to continue these activities in the coming 

months. WHO spokesperson Tarik Jasarevic told Agence 

France-Presse (AFP), “[…] WHO is the main provider of 

medical supplies, and there could be shortages if access is not 

re-established soon.” 

Meanwhile, the International Organization for Migration 

(IOM) recently reported the results of a mapping exercise 

completed to identify the routes being used by Somalis to cross 

the Kenyan border to Dadaab refugee camp. Conducted in late 

September, IOM used the Geographical Information System 

(GIS) mapping technique and determined that 85% of refugees 

and host pastoralists travel 90% or 1,230 kilometres of their 

trip on unofficial routes, exposing themselves to rape, theft, 

extortion and various health risks. The United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reports that there have 

been more than 163,000 newly arrived refugees to Kenya since 

January 2011, while Somalia now has 1.46 million internally 

displaced persons. 

In other news, the Maritime Piracy Humanitarian Response 

Programme (MPHRP) has announced the launch of a new se-

ries of publications entitled, “Good Practice Guides for Ship-

ping Companies and Manning Agents for the Humanitarian 

Support of Seafarers and their Families”. The guides include 

topics such as pre-departure preparation and training, what to 

do when under attack or held hostage, and post release and 

crisis management techniques, among others. The publication 

will be made available to shipping companies and manning 

agencies at no cost and will periodically be modified to cover 

the latest developments.  

 

The charity division of the International Transport Workers 

Federation (ITF), Seafarers’ Trust, has released details on GBP 

9 million (approx. USD 14 million) in grants awarded in 2011. 

The primary recipients of the funds were MPHRP, for its pro-

grammes to support seafarers and their families, and Seafarer’s 

Rights International, which provides legal rights programmes 

for seafarers. According to the Seafarers’ Trust, the aim of the 

grant funding is to address the challenges faced by seafarers 

affected by piracy and to respond to their welfare needs. 
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A 
 three-day consultative meeting of civil society repre-

sentatives concluded in Mogadishu on 28 November, 

reports the United Nations Political Office for Soma-

lia (UNPOS). The meeting brought together 60 civil society 

representatives including religious leaders, clan elders, the 

business community, the diaspora and youth and women’s 

groups to discuss the future of the Transitional Federal Gov-

ernment (TFG) and the transitional roadmap agreed upon by 

Somali representatives in September 2011. With the endorse-

ment of civil society groups, an umbrella organisation has 

been established to work with the Transitional Federal Institu-

tions, regional administrations and Ahlu Sunnah Wal Jama’a 

(ASWJ) towards meeting the agreed upon timeline for imple-

mentation. Recommendations offered by civil society mem-

bers included increasing financial support for security pro-

grammes, respecting the timeframe set up for the roadmap, 

establishing a Constituent Assembly to endorse the new Con-

stitution, establishing reconciliation committees and conven-

ing reconciliation conferences, and enacting anti-corruption 

legislation. As stated by UN Special Representative of the 

Secretary General for Somalia Dr. Augustine Mahiga during 

the opening ceremony of the conference, “I am very optimis-

tic that your presence here is a major landmark and milestone. 

Civil Society is the bridge between political differences.”  

For the fifth year in a row, Somalia has been listed as one of 

the world’s most corrupt countries by Transparency Interna-

tional’s Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI). The CPI seeks to 

measure perceived levels of corruption in terms of bribery, 

diverted aid and stolen political power, according to Forbes 

Magazine. In the 2011 Corruption Perceptions Index, Somalia 

is ranked at 182, tied with North Korea, with a score of 1 on a 

scale of 0-10, where 0 denotes a highly corrupt country and 

10 denotes a highly transparent country. The Corruption Per-

ceptions Index is compiled on a yearly basis and currently 

covers 183 countries and territories worldwide. 

Somalia’s President Sheikh Sharif Ahmed and Prime Minister 

Abdiweli Mohamed Ali have agreed to work towards ending 

the recruitment and use of children by the Transitional Feder-

al Government (TFG), according to the United Nations Office 

of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for 

Children and Armed Conflict. The agreement involves the 

implementation of a UN Security Council mandated action 

plan to end the use of children by Somalia’s forces and will 

open the door for the TFG to be removed from the United Na-

tions’ “list of shame”, reports United Nations Radio. As part 

of the agreement, the TFG will identify Somali military and 

civilian focal points and will work to accelerate the ratification 

of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. African Union 

Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) force commander General 

Fred Mugisha has also pledged to continue providing support 

in identifying and separating children from the TFG forces. 

Both the TFG and al Shabaab have been identified by the UN 

as groups that use child soldiers, as indicated in the most re-

cent United Nations Secretary-General Annual Report on 

Children and Armed Conflict.  

Journalists in Mogadishu argue that they continue to face har-

assment by various fighting groups in Somalia. As reported by 

the Integrated Regional Information Networks (IRIN), 10 ra-

dio stations and one TV station currently operate in Moga-

dishu, while seven others have been forced to close or have 

been taken over by fighting groups. According to Mohamed 

Ali Aasbaro, a member of the National Union of Somali Jour-

nalists (NUSOJ), “each side wants to intimidate you to report 

what is favourable to them”. However, Aasbaro claims “we 

are not on anyone’s side; we will continue to tell the story of 

Somalia and Somalis, the good and the bad.” The 2011 Com-

mittee to Protect Journalists’ Impunity Index lists Somalia as 

the second worst country for the murder of media profession-

als. One civil society activist told IRIN that both the Somali 

government and insurgents are guilty of harassing and intimi-

dating journalists; however, he claims that only al Shabaab 

rebels are known to have killed journalists. 

On the side lines of the recent Global Maritime Security and 

Anti-Piracy Conference in India, Somali Ambassador Ebyan 

Mohammed Saleh claimed that her country will soon have a 

legislative framework to tackle piracy. In her announcement, 

Ambassador Saleh indicated that anti-piracy legislation is ex-

pected to be adopted by 18 May 2012, with a counter-piracy 

coordinator to be appointed by the beginning of 2012.  
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