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This document provides a weekly overview of developments in Afghanistan from 11 – 17 September 

2012, with hyper-links to source material highlighted in blue and underlined in the text. For 

more information on the topics below or other issues pertaining to events in Afghanistan, contact the 

members of the Afghanistan Team, or visit our website at www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg.    

 

 
 
 

Economic Development                    Steven A. Zyck ► steve.zyck@cimicweb.org 

  

number of media reports this past week indicate that wealthy Afghans, including many 

businesspeople, are beginning to withdraw from the country. According to Reuters, 

increasing numbers of Afghan entrepreneurs and members of the Afghan upper class, 

concerned about future security in their homeland, have been purchasing homes in Dubai. For 

instance, real estate purchases by Afghans in the first half of 2012 were 27% higher than they 

were during the same period in 2011. In the first half of the year, Afghans purchased 114 prop-

erties in Dubai. Some experts note that many Afghan property transactions have likely not been 

registered and that the actual figure could be three or four times higher than the “official” rate. 

These property purchases, many valued around USD 1 million, come at a time when other Af-

ghans are removing their money and resources from Afghanistan. For instance, approximately 

USD 4.5 billion was flown out of Afghanistan last year via Kabul airport. Officials, who have 

taken steps to stem the flight of capital, believe that much of the money comes from theft of 

foreign aid, corruption or the drug trade. 

Striking a similar note, USA Today reports that analysts, the World Bank and Afghan govern-

ment officials believe that Afghanistan’s economy is ill-prepared to give up its current depend-

ence on foreign aid. Although Afghanistan has recorded 9% annual growth rates during the 

past decade, the underlying structure of the economy and the operating environment for busi-

nesses remain weak. Corruption continues to pose problems, and the economy is highly de-

pendent on the drug trade and foreign aid. Three-quarters of the population is illiterate, and 

natural resources still have not been converted from economic potential to reality, according to 

experts. One former member of President Hamid Karzai’s cabinet, Hamid Ullah Farooqi, said: 

“Most of the young, educated Afghans that work for foreigners will soon be out of work. And I 

don’t see any means of creating new positions for them.” Signs of the economic hard times can 

already been seen in the numerous half-built buildings in Kabul for which financing is no long-

er available. Abdul Wahid Wahid, a municipal official in the Afghan capital, said of the recent 

boom times: “The arrival of the foreigners is like waves rocking a ship. When the waves are 

gone, the ship resumes its course.” 

A 

Highlighted Topics          ►Clicking the links in this list will take you to the appropriate section. 

 Wealthy Afghans concerned about future security are purchasing homes in Dubai. 

 Experts believe Afghanistan’s economy is highly dependent on foreign aid. 

 Over 70% of imprisoned women are jailed for fleeing homes. 

 Reports signal increase in violence against media correspondents. 

 Insurgents in US Army uniforms Attack Camp Bastion, Destroy 6 Harrier Jets. 

 Six ISAF forces were killed in “insider” attacks, prompting new ISAF measures. 

 Ministry of Public Works considers a project of a 3,600 km-long Ring Railway. 

 Up to 5,000 teachers will receive training in Nangarhar with Belgian support. 

 

http://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg
http://in.reuters.com/article/2012/09/12/afghanistan-dubai-idINDEE88B0G620120912
http://www.usatoday.com/news/world/afghanistan/story/2012-09-06/kabul-afghanistan-economy/57738224/1
http://www.usatoday.com/news/world/afghanistan/story/2012-09-06/kabul-afghanistan-economy/57738224/1
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Traders told Pajhwok Afghan News that exports from eastern Afghanistan to Pakistan 

have declined by 50% over the past three years. Afghan customs officials confirmed the 

decrease. To provide just one example, Afghan onion exports to Pakistan in 2010 stood 

at 113,000 tonnes but dropped to 43,000 tonnes last year. Afghan traders blame the gov-

ernment in Kabul for failing to facilitate the export of goods, particularly agricultural 

products, to Pakistan and beyond. The article said that problems in fully implementing 

the Afghanistan-Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement may also be partly responsible for 

the drop in exports from eastern Afghanistan. 

As another potential sign of economic distress, Wadsam and Pajhwok both reported that 

Afghanistan’s currency, the afghani, declined this past week due to a shortage of US 

dollars in local markets. Wadsam said that the afghani declined by 1.1% over the past 

week, while Pajhwok puts the devaluation at nearly 1.7%. According to Pajhwok, one US dollar is worth AFN 52.20 this week as op-

posed to AFN 51.65 last week. However, food and fuel prices remained relatively stable over the course of the past week. 

Top officials from the Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce and Industries (ACCI) told Wadsam that the Afghan economy will be hard 

hit if officials in Kabul limit trade with Iran in line with US government urgings and international sanctions. The ACCI noted that Af-

ghanistan is dependent on Iran for importing and exporting many items, and ACCI officials pointed out that the cost of basic goods in 

Afghanistan had previously spiked when commerce through Iran was obstructed. 
 

 

Governance & Rule of  Law                           Stefanie Nijssen  ►  stefanie.nijssen@cimicweb.org  

 

 sixteen-year-old Afghan girl is in poor health after being flogged for allegedly having an affair, local officials tell Agence 

France-Presse (AFP). The girl was reportedly whipped two weeks ago under an edict from religious elders, Tolo News stated. 

The incident took place in the Jaghuri district of Ghazni province, an area under government control which is dominated by 

ethnic Hazaras, who are generally considered moderate by Afghan standards and do not have strict tribal codes observed by Pashtuns. 

Jaghuri’s administrative chief, Zafar Sharif, confirmed the incident and said a delegation from the Afghanistan Independent Human 

Rights Commission (AIHRC) had been sent to investigate. The man allegedly involved in the affair was fined USD 1,600. Ghazni 

parliamentarian Chaman Sha Etmadi and Provincial Head of Women’s Affairs Shukria Wali both said religious elders were not al-

lowed to hand out punishments and that the case should have been referred to local judicial authorities. 

In a related article by Khaama Press, Fawzia Koofi, the head of the Parliamentarian Commission for Human Rights, Civil Society and 

Women’s Affairs, has said that more than 70% of the Afghan women in jail were incarcerated for having fled their homes. Mean-

while, Afghan Justice Minister Habibullah Ghalib confirmed that running away from home is not a crime under Afghan law and there-

fore no such case should be referred to the Afghan courts. Women’s Affairs Minister Husn Banu Ghazanfar said forced marriages, 

significant age differences between husbands and wives (with girls and young women forced to marry much older men) and gender-

based violence are some of the primary reasons girls and married women flee their homes.  

President Hamid Karzai condemned a US-made film that mocks Islam, states The Los Angeles Times. Hundreds of Afghans protested 

the movie across the country. In Kabul, some protestors burned cars and threw rocks at a US military base, according to Radio Free 

Europe. Police officers shot into the air to prevent 800 people from moving toward government buildings. Protestors said the rallies 

will continue “until the people who made the film go to trial”. A number of Afghan religious leaders urged calm. Karimullah Saqib, a 

cleric in Kabul, said: “Our responsibility is to show a peaceful reaction, to hold peaceful protests. Do not harm people, their property 

or public property.” The Afghan government has blocked the video-sharing web site YouTube to prevent Afghans from viewing the 

film. Officials have said it will remain blocked until the video is taken down. Other Google services, including Gmail, were also 

blocked during much of the weekend.  

An Afghan government committee that oversees dozens of private media outlets is recommending legal action against two television 

channels for allegedly broadcasting scantily-dressed women and promoting immorality, officials tell AFP. An advisor to the Ministry 

of Information and Culture, Jalal Noorani, said the two stations, Saba and Setara, were referred to the Attorney General’s Office for 

allegedly broadcasting music videos showing “lots of nudity”. The broadcast director of Saba TV denied the allegations, saying: “We 

have not broadcast anything that is against Afghan culture or Islamic values.” Afghanistan’s media sector has grown significantly in 

recent years, largely with foreign financial support, but has faced mounting pressure and even attacks from conservative circles. For 

instance, three journalists were recently beaten by relatives of the head of the Paktiya provincial council, states Ariana News. Local 

officials, including provincial council head Sahiesta Jan Hahaddi, have reportedly apologised to the correspondents and condemned 

the attack. Meanwhile, Pajhwok Afghan News reported that gunmen attacked the residence of Killid Radio’s regional head in Ghazni 

province, Nisar Ahmad Azadzoy. Though no one was hurt, Azadzoy confirmed that he had previously received threats after reporting 

on illegal land seizures. Police chief Zarawar Zahid said an investigation into the attack is underway. 

The AIHRC expressed concern that transferred Bagram prison detainees may not receive a fair trial, states Tolo News. President Kar-

zai ordered the Afghan judiciary to prosecute the Bagram detainees in line with Afghan law and to allow representatives of the Inter-

national Committee of the Red Cross and other human rights bodies to visit the prisoners on a regular basis. AIHRC executive secre-

A 

https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/pages/afghanistan_podcasts.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/pages/afghanistan_podcasts.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Exports%20to%20Pakistan%20from%20eastern%20zone%20fall%20by%2050pc.pdf
http://www.wadsam.com/afghani-depreciated-against-dollar6535/
http://www.wadsam.com/afghani-depreciated-against-dollar6535/
http://www.thefrontierpost.com/article/181444/
http://www.wadsam.com/cutting-trade-ties-with-iran-will-have-adverse-effect-on-afghanistan-acci241/
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2012-09-15/south-asia/33862737_1_district-of-ghazni-province-taliban-regime-afghan-girl
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/7598-afghan-mullahs-fine-man-16k-whip-girl-for-relationship
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Ghazni.aspx
http://www.khaama.com/70-jailed-afghan-women-are-accused-of-home-escape-234/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/world_now/2012/09/afghanistan-karzai-libya-film-fears-violence.html
http://www.rferl.org/content/united-states-islam-film-protests-/24709732.html
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/kt-article-display-1.asp?xfile=data/international/2012/September/international_September396.xml&section=international
http://ariananews.af/regional/violence-increases-against-media-correspondents-in-the-country/
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Paktiya.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/PAJHWOK%20-%20RadioJournalistHouseAttacked.pdf
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/7559-aihrc-raises-red-flag-on-afghan-judicial-system
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tary Musa Mahmoodi welcomed the possible inspections but doubts whether Afghanistan’s judicial organs will be able to ensure trials 

are conducted fairly and in line with the country’s laws. In related news, Pajhwok reported that inmates at the Pul-e Charkhi prison on 

the outskirts of Kabul are engaged in a hunger strike. One inmate said 600 people at the prison were on a hunger strike to protest the 

denial of their rights, though senior prison officials say only sixty  inmates are participating. Inmate Mohammad Tariq said that some 

prisoners held on political charges were being denied their right to outdoor time and Islamic lessons. 

The Afghan parliament confirmed all of President Hamid Karzai’s nominees to top security posts, according to Reuters. Tensions over 

the nominees – whom President Karzai appointed after parliament voted to oust his former interior and defence ministers – had been 

rising in recent weeks and risked causing delays in building the Afghan army and police. The parliament confirmed former Kandahar 

governor Asadullah Khalid as the new chief of the National Directorate of Security, Afghanistan’s intelligence agency. Bismillah 

Khan Mohammadi, the interior minister who recently lost a vote of confidence in the Afghan parliament, was approved as defence 

minister. He was replaced at the Ministry of Interior by one of his deputies, Mushtaba Patang, whose promotion was also approved by 

the parliament. However, Pajhwok notes that lawmakers rejected the nominee for the Minister of Border and Tribal Affairs, Haji Az-

izullah Din Mohammad, who was a campaigner for President Karzai during the last presidential election and had previously served as 

the governor of Kabul and Nangarhar. 

A number of other articles related to governance and rule of law appeared this past week, including those summarised below. 

 Afghan politician and former Mujahideen leader Abdul Rab Rasool Sayyaf, with the support of dozens of religious elders from 

Helmand, accused the Ulema Council of refusing to condemn suicide attacks on religious grounds, according to Ariana News. He 

said suicide bombings are a violation of the Islamic faith. Atta Mohammad Noor, the governor of Balkh province, also said reli-

gious leaders’ silence concerning suicide attacks is “embarrassing”, according to Tolo News. 

 The International Security Assistance Force announced that a series of national and international conferences on peace and reinte-

gration of insurgents will be held across Afghanistan in September, according to Pajhwok. Some 3,500 people, including experts 

from 30 countries, will attend the international peace conference in Kabul on 22 September.  

 According to Tolo News, dozens of residents in Ghor and Badghis provinces continue to fight the Taliban in their districts. The 

head of Ghor’s provincial council, Ramazan Akhundzada, called on the government for more support to clear the province of Tal-

iban insurgents. 

 The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) may establish a representative in Afghanistan, writes Wadsam. 

Zakia Merzai, Professor at Ibn-e-Sina Institute, states that the move could help bring Afghanistan into close scientific and aca-

demic cooperation with other countries and help meet the need for a skilled, professional workforce. 

 On the side-lines of the World Economic Forum’s Annual Meeting of New Champions 2012, the Chinese and Pakistani govern-

ments agreed to strengthen ties in a number of sectors, particularly trade and defence, states the Associated Press of Pakistan.  

 Officials in Afghanistan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said they will present information regarding the on-going cross-border 

shelling from Pakistan into Kunar province at the UN Security Council summit on 22 September, Ariana News reported. The offi-

cials say that diplomatic efforts have failed to curb the attacks. 

 

 

Security & Force Protection                                                Mark Checchia  ►  mark.checchia@cimicweb.org 

 

group of fifteen insurgents executed a “well-coordinated” attack on the airfield at Camp Bastion in Helmand province on 14 

September, according to International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) reports. Three teams of insurgents, who were dressed 

in US Army uniforms, were reported  to be well equipped, trained and rehearsed during the assault. The insurgents penetrated 

the perimeter fence then destroyed three refuelling stations and six AV-8B Harrier jets in addition to significantly damaging two addi-

tional jets. Moreover, six soft-skin aircraft hangars were damaged. Coalition forces engaged the insurgents, killing fourteen of them 

and taking one survivor into custody. Two ISAF service members were killed and nine – eight military personnel and one civilian 

contractor – were wounded.  

An ISAF airstrike targeting forty-five insurgents killed between five and eight civilians in Laghman province, according to the BBC. 

Local officials claim that eight women died and seven more were wounded during the attack. The women were reportedly gathering 

wood and nuts from a forest in the Noarlam Saib valley at the time of the airstrike. Afghan President Hamid Karzai condemned the 

deaths and opened an investigation into the events. Major Adam Wojack, an ISAF spokesman, offered condolences and said an inves-

tigation was underway. 

Six ISAF troops were killed by members of the Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) this past weekend, bringing the total number 

of deaths from “insider” attacks to 51 this year, reports Reuters. ISAF will be modifying joint patrols with members of the ANSF in 

response to such attacks, according to the BBC. Large operations will continue to be conducted jointly, but the decision to undertake 

some lower-level joint patrols will reportedly be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. An ISAF statement indicated that the media have 

mischaracterised the new practice, noting that the coalition “remains absolutely committed to partnering with, training, advising and 

assisting our ANSF counterparts”. The statement says, without going into further detail, that ISAF is taking “prudent, but temporary, 

measures to reduce our profile and vulnerability to civil disturbances or insider attacks. This means that in some local instances, opera-

A 

https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/PAJHWOK%20-%20PrisonersHungerStrike.pdf
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/09/15/us-karzai-parliament-idUSBRE88E06M20120915
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kandahar.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Nangarhar.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Helmand.aspx
http://ariananews.af/regional/helmand-province-elders-back-sayyaf-remarks/
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Balkh.aspx
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/7587-noor-derides-ulema-silence-on-suicide-attacks-as-taliban-defend-method
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/PAJHWOK%20-%20StringofPeaceConferences.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Ghor.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Badghis.aspx
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/7558-ghor-badghis-residents-driving-out-taliban
http://www.wadsam.com/saarc-to-open-a-branch-in-afghanistan536/
http://tribune.com.pk/story/435284/china-pakistan-premiers-see-eye-to-eye-on-all-issues/
http://ariananews.af/regional/the-afghan-government-shares-information-about-pakistan-missile-attacks-with-united-nations-security-council-mofa/
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kunar.aspx
mailto:mark.checchia@cimicweb.org
http://www.isaf.nato.int/article/isaf-releases/isaf-provides-additional-details-on-camp-bastion-attack.html
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Helmand.aspx
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-19616356
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Laghman.aspx
http://in.reuters.com/article/2012/09/16/afghanistan-attack-idINL3E8KG07R20120916
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-19632779
http://www.isaf.nato.int/article/isaf-releases/isafclarifies-information-on-partnering-with-ansf.html
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tional tempo has been reduced, or force protection has been increased.” Emphasising that the change is temporary and linked to ten-

sions surrounding a controversial, anti-Islamic film in the United States, ISAF says it “will return to normal operations as soon as con-

ditions warrant”. 

Pakistani security forces have expelled militants who entered north-western Pakistan from neighbouring Afghanistan, reports CBS 

News. The fighting around the Bajur tribal area was particularly fierce, with more than 100 people killed, including at least 80 mili-

tants, 18 civilians, 12 anti-Taliban militiamen and 8 soldiers. An additional thirteen soldiers are missing and feared to have been cap-

tured by the Taliban. According to Pakistani Taliban spokesman Ahsanullah Ahsan, the militants retreated but are regrouping in hopes 

of attacking again. 

In other news, Russian and Tajik officials have negotiated a deal to extend the lease on a Russian military base in Tajikistan for more 

than twenty years in exchange for providing discounted weaponry and training to Tajikistan’s armed forces, two sources close to the 

talks told Reuters. The lease extension will reinforce Russia’s military presence in the southern part of the former Soviet republic in 

advance of NATO’s withdrawal from neighbouring Afghanistan in 2014. Currently, there are more than 6,000 Russian sol-

diers stationed across three towns in Tajikistan. Sources said a formal agreement was expected to be signed in October by Russian 

President Vladimir Putin and Tajik President Imomali Rakhmon. 

According to a report by UN experts, the Taliban raised about USD 400 million in the twelve months prior to March 2012. The main 

sources of revenue were donations, taxes on poppy cultivation and extortion from narcotics dealers and construction companies. The 

report said: “The team understands Taliban funding as follows: revenue raised from taxing the local economy serves primarily to sup-

port local operations and is only in a few cases channelled upwards”. The report added that the Taliban charged a 2.5% tax on wealth 

and a 10% tax on harvests of, most notably, opium poppies.  

The chief of the European Union Police Mission (EUPOL) in Afghanistan, Karl Ake Roghe, said EUPOL would continue to support 

the Afghan police beyond 2014. Roghe told Outlook Afghanistan that EUPOL has helped Afghanistan’s interior and justice ministries 

to improve human rights, combat corruption, investigate criminal cases, train attorneys and increase police cooperation since it began 

in 2007. He said EUPOL has trained more than 6,500 Afghan police officers, including provincial and district police chiefs, over the 

past nine months.  

A number of other security-related issues emerged this past week, including those summarised below. 

 British Defence Secretary Philip Hammond said the UK was considering bringing some British troops back from Afghanistan 

earlier than expected, Khaama Press noted. The British government has said it intends to have its 9,500 combat troops withdrawn 

by the end of 2014. 

 Russian officials say a joint operation with US and Afghan drug agencies eliminated six drug labs in Badakhshan along with 5.6 

tonnes of heroin, morphine and opium, reported Radio Free Europe. Seventy Afghan police took part in the operation along with 

Russian officers and agents from the US Drug Enforcement Agency.  

 A senior Taliban coordinator in Baghlan province was captured during joint Afghan-ISAF operations, according to Tolo News. In 

Kandahar province, a Taliban improvised explosive device (IED) cell leader and an IED specialist were detained.  

 Afghan and ISAF forces confirmed an airstrike in Laghman province caused the death of two senior Taliban leaders, Mullah Haz-

rat and Shakir. Hazrat was the mastermind of an August 2008 ambush that killed several French soldiers, Pak Tribune noted.  

 
 

Social & Strategic Infrastructure                                  Rainer Gonzalez  ►  rainer.gonzalez@cimicweb.org 
 

fghanistan’s Minister of Public Works, Najibullah Auodjan, speaking at a meeting of  government ministries, asked for im-

proved coordination of major development projects, including those related to transportation and energy infrastructure, said 

Wadsam. The meeting participants, which included the Minister of Economy, the Minister of Urban Affairs and the Minister 

of Communications and Information Technology, identified security issues, low capacity and a lack of funding as the main factors 

delaying infrastructure projects. Auodjan proposed the establishment of an inter-ministerial infrastructure cluster to enhance coordina-

tion, management, monitoring and reporting.  

The Ministry of Public Works (MoPW) also opened discussions regarding the construction of a 3,600 km Ring Railway in Afghani-

stan, reported Wadsam. Auodjan noted that eight new rail lines are already being built in order to link Afghanistan with neighbouring 

countries. He further stated that this new project would require large amounts of external financing and would take more than fifteeb 

years to complete. The new railway would be similar to the current Ring Road and would help facilitate the development of the coun-

try’s mineral resources by aiding in the import of supplies and the export of minerals and metals. In a separate Wadsam article, 

Aoudjan further noted that many of the approximately 7,000 km of new roads built in Afghanistan during the last decade are severely 

damaged due to a lack of maintenance. New measures, including traffic laws and increased oversight of construction companies, are 

being discussed to prevent further deterioration of the country’s transport infrastructure.  

A 

http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-501712_162-57509091/pakistan-ends-weeks-of-fighting-over-100-dead/
http://news.yahoo.com/tajikistan-agrees-russian-deal-curb-militant-threat-113633363.html
http://news.yahoo.com/tajikistan-agrees-russian-deal-curb-militant-threat-113633363.html
http://tribune.com.pk/story/435158/insurgent-taliban-rake-in-400m-from-different-sources-un-report/
http://outlookafghanistan.net/national_detail.php?post_id=5422
http://www.khaama.com/british-combat-troops-may-leave-afghanistan-in-2013-772/
http://www.rferl.org/content/joint-police-operation-afghan-drug-labs/24707312.html?
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Badakhshan.aspx
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http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/7554-taliban-bomb-experts-captured-in-afghan-raids?
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http://paktribune.com/news/Mastermind-behind-attack-on-French-troops-killed-253228.html
http://www.wadsam.com/afghan-governments-16-major-development-programs-in-progress574/
http://www.wadsam.com/a-ring-rail-line-to-be-built-in-afghanistan4305804/
http://www.wadsam.com/required-protection-of-afghanistan-roads-has-not-taken-place67856/
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According to Pajhwok Afghan News, hundreds of people rallied in the streets of Bamian city to protest frequent power shortages. The 

protesters marched from the city centre to the governor’s office chanting slogans. Some of the protesters tried to seize police weapons, 

smashed the window of two police vehicles and looted the local religious affairs office. Security forces stabilised the situation and 

reportedly arrested four people.   

The Department of Education in Nangarhar province has started training for more than 5,000 teachers, reported Pajhwok. The training, 

which coincides with the release of new textbooks, will mainly focus on science and is funded by the Belgian government. There are 

more than 500,000 students enrolled in primary and secondary schools in Nangarhar.  

A female football team from Rabia Balkhi High School in Kabul travelled to New Delhi to play in the Subroto Cup Football Tourna-

ment, reported IANS Live. The girls’ participation in this tournament is a breakthrough given past and present restrictions on women’s 

rights in Afghanistan, particularly under the Taliban regime. Zrafchan Nimiy, the team’s spokesperson, said: “When I was a kid I used 

to be very scared to even step out of my house. But now we have democracy and there is police. The players in this team are not 

scared any more. We believe in our police; they have assured us that they wouldn’t let anything happen to us.” Nimiy added that her 

parents had initially refused to allow her to participate in the tournament but were swayed by the team’s coach. In addition to objec-

tions regarding girls’ and women’s athletics, female athletes also need to be content that facilities and equipment are limited and that 

male teams always have priority when athletic resources are being allocated.  

A number of other social and strategic infrastructure issues emerged this past week, including those summarised below. 

 The MoPW said that rehabilitating the Salang Tunnel will cost USD 1 billion, reported Wadsam. The Public Works Minister add-

ed that he has held around 50 meetings with donors to seek the necessary funds to repair the key mountain pass.  

 One hundred and fifty Afghan students have been awarded scholarships by the Indian government to pursue their higher educa-

tion studies in India, informs Pajhwok. The Indian government will bear all their expenses, including travel costs and tuition fees.  

 Likewise, the Polish Ambassador to Afghanistan, Piotr Łukasiewicz, announced that Poland will start offering scholarships for 

attorneys, judges and students from Ghazni province, informs Pajhwok.  
 

 

 

  
According to Tolo News, the Pakistani government has agreed to renew the refugee cards for three more years to Afghan refugees. 

The Pakistani government has issue repeated warning during the last months that refugee cards would not be renewed after 31 De-

cember 2012. This new decision is the result of trilateral meetings between Afghanistan, Pakistan, the United Nations High Com-

missioner for Refugees. Notwithstanding, the Afghan Minister of Refugees and Repatriations, Jamhir Anwai, encouraged Afghan 

refugees in Pakistan to return to Afghanistan and take advantage of the employment opportunities provided by on-going and future 

development projects in Kabul, Herat and Bamian. 

 

Humanitarian Update 

  

  “A slightly different approach: Norwegian non-military collaboration with Afghanistan”, Norwegian Peacebuilding Resource 

Centre, August 2012, by Arne Strand. 

 “Lessons from Afghanistan’s History for the Current Transition and Beyond”, United States Institute of Peace, September 

2012, by William Byrd. 

 Infantry Battalion Operations in Afghanistan: Lessons from 1st Battalion, 6th Marines (1/6), Marine Corps Center for Lessons 

Learned, August 2012 Newsletter, Volume 8, Issue 8, September 2012. 

If you are a CFC account-holder and would like a publication to appear here, please send all relevant details to Afghanistan@cimicweb.org. The CFC is not 

obliged to print information regarding publications it receives, and the CFC retains the right to revise notices for clarity and appropriateness. Any notices submitted 

for publication in the “Afghanistan Review” newsletter should be relevant to the CFC’s mission as a knowledge management and information sharing institution. 
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